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RAzsar's CANNEL COAL. 
Analysis by Lewis THompson, Esq. :— 
Illuminating Power, 
feet per hour. 
= 27°2 candles. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
Do. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804, 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
ont is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hessurn Quay. Offices: Broap CHARE, NEw- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Most of the complaints made of deficiency of gaslight, 
and bad gas, arise from the unskilful combustion of the 
as, and especially from the employment of bad burners. 
he atmosphere is thus rendered offensive and un- 


Specific Gravity. | Cubic Feet. 
= 600 | 9151 











, and b charged with smoke—an in- 
conveni that is ially felt in churches, theatres, 
and public offices. 


By using proper burners, regulating the pressure, and 
wetting the gas, it will be rendered the cheapest 








and most wholesome artificial light that can be used. 
CaRLESs, BLAGDEN, and Co., having been for many 
years practically engaged in manufacturing every va- 
riety of substance used for the production of artificial 
light, have for some time specially directed their at- 
tention to the subject of carburetting gas. 

In conjunction with Gro. GLoveR and Co.,an ex- 
tensive series of experiments have been conducted with 
the greatest care, and by means of instruments of the 
highest scientific precision; and the result of their 
united efforts is, that the fluid and apparatus have been 
so improved as to give a real commercial value to the 
process of carburetting common gas. The most im- 
portant result to be obtained from this process is that 
the light can be doubled or trebled, and that for an 
equal amount of light the production of heat and car- 
bonic:acid gas will tly reduced, even to less than 
the quantity et by wax candles and oil-lamps. 
Messrs. Go. GLOVER and Co. will have pleasure in 
showing the apparatus in use, and in giving any expla- 











Sadist. 


COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOSEPH COWEN and CO,, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prizz MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 
REToRTS and OTHER OBJECTS in Frre-Ciay,’’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION of 1862, the Paizz Mepat for “Gas 
Retorts, Firg-Bricks, &c., for EXcELLENCE of 
Quatiry.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sipz, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





OHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
— Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

oilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


tHE MARQUIS OF LOTHIAN’S 
CANNEL COAL, 

This Cannel is extensively used in the Gas-Works of 

Edinburgh, and been so for Forty Years, and is well 








nation hat may be desired. Archi , eng 

and scientific men g lly, are specially invited. 

For list of prices, and all other information, apply to 
GEO. GLOVER and CO., 

Works, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, S.W.; or, 


CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and CO., 








2, NEW LONDON STREET, E.C. 


known to Gas Manufacturers throughout Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet, with an illu- 
minating power equal to 33°8 standard sperm candles. 
Coke per ton by weight is 1046 lbs., by measure 
26 bushels. 

For price and other information, apply to Mr. JouN 
Romans, Civil Engineer, 53, Frederick Street, Ep1n- 
BURGH. 


| Manufacture of CLA 
| prepared to execute thelargest orders with 





BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Wir COCHRAN CARR begs 


} most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and rw his extensive premises for the 

RETORTS; and thatheis now 

unctuality 

and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RuTORTS, 

of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 

Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 

63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 


Greee § TREATISE ON 
COAL GAS, 
ADVERTISEMENTS of Gas Apparatus and of 
Materials used in the Manufacture of Gas, will be 
appended to the forthcoming Fourth Edition of this 
standard work on Gas Lighting, to serve as a permanent 
record where they may be procured. 
The Advertisements should be forwarded to Mr. W. 


B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleer Stagger, E.C., not 
later than the 30th inst. 


COAL 


T° BE LET for 1, 2, or 3 years, the 
TAR produced at the works of the Sunderland 
Gas Company, from the Ist day of July next. Quan- 
tity about 200,000 gallons per annum. 

The principal manufacturing station of the Company 
has a siding on to the North-Eastern Railway, and is 
close to the South Docks. 

The Directors will receive tenders until Tuesday, 
June 12. Joun H. Cox, Secretary. 

Sunderland, May, i866. 








TAR. 





Established Prize Medal 
A.D, 1782. Holders. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 


9, 10, 11, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 


BIRMINGHAM; 
AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., 


IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 


IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATER; 
Steam and other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass; 
Stecas, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners; 
Brass, Copper, and Composition Tubes; and every 
article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 

ALL WARRANTED. 








ie tt ML: SD 2D, 


and 
Manufacture and Supply their 


with 





LONDON GAS-METER COMPANY, 


LANGHAM WORKS, GEORGE STREET, LANGHAM STREET, LONDON, W., 
OSNABRUCK, HANOVER, 


NEW PATENT ROTARY DORY METER, 


SEAMLESS DIAPHRACM 


(now so extensively used by the largest Gas Companies at home and abroad) ; also their 


IMPROVED SLIDE-VALVE DRY METER 
PATENT WET METER, 


Whereby the Water-Line is always kept at the right level. 


Orders and Tenders for Station-Meters, Governors, and Experimental Apparatus generally, promptly attended to. 
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J. T. BEDFORD, Secretary. 
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CLEGG’S TREATISE ON COAL GAS. 
In May next will be published 

The FOURTH EDITION of this Standard Work on 

the Manufacture and Distribution of Coal Gas, com- 

prising the improvements that have been introduced 

to the sent time, and with numerous additional 


illus . 

The price to non-subscribers has been reduced to 
One Guinea. . 

Advertisements of Gas ag es and of materials 
used in the manufacture of Gas, for insertion 
in the Fourth Edition of Clegg’s Treatise, should be 
sent before the end of this month to W. B. Kino, 
No. 11, Bolt Court, Fuze? Street, E.C., by whom 
orders for the work will be received. 


FIRE ENGINEERING. 
Now ready, with numerous Illustrations, Diagrams, 
&c., handsomely printed, 544 pp., demy 8vo. Price 
£1 4s., postage 10d, 


IRES, FIRE-ENGINES, AND 
FIRE BRIGADES; with a History of Manual 
and Steam Fire-Engines, their Construction, Use, and 
Management; Remarks on Fire-proof Buildings, and 
the Preservation of Life from Fire; Statistics of the 
Fire Appliances in English Towns; Foreign Fire Sys- 
tems; Hints for the Formation of, and Rules for, Fire 
Brigades; and an Account of American Steam Fire- 
5 Masa scar F. T. Youne, C.E., author 
momy of Steam Power on Common 
Roads,” &c 


DON : Lockwoop and Co., 7, Stationers Hall 





Lon 
Court. 





NOW READY, 

OL. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 

LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
VEMENT, for 1865, price 2is., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., ITI., 
1V., V., VI., VIL, VIIIL., IX., X., XI., XII., and XIII. 
are still on sale. 

W.B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLzzr Street, E.C. 


G4s LEGISLATION, 1865. 


Now 4 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Commons. 
BATH GAS BILL—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d. 
KENT GAS BILL—price ls. 6d., by post ls. 7d. 


PRESTON, EXETER, AND FOLKESTONE GAS BILL—price 


1s., by post ls, ld. 
AS (Local Government Supplemental, No. 3) 
Bill—price 1s., by post ls. 1d, . 














Also, price 2s., by nest 2s. 1d., 

Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Lords on the 
LEAMINGTON, LIVERPOOL, & RAMSBOTTOM GAS BILLS. 
HANLEY GAS BILL, 

UNITED GENERAL (DUBLIN) GAS BILL. 


London: Wit1L1aM B. K1n@, 11, Bolt Court, FLEgt 
StKeEst, E.C. 


RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Feap. 8vo., toned paper, pp. 71, sewed, 
price 6d., 


ADVANTAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES. 


A Hanpy Book ror Gas CONSUMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO. 
By J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 193rd thousand. 
LonpDoN: 
Virtue Brotruers anp Co., 1, AMEN CORNER, 
PaTERNOSTER Row, and all Booksellers, 1865. 

A cheaper edition (the 194th thousand), on plain 
paper, but in all other respects the same as the above, 
and which is intended for distribution by gas com- 
panies, is also ready, price £12. 12s. per 1000 copies, 
and £1, 7s. 6d, per 100, 








Crown 16mo, pp. 20, 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Irs Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND ECONoMY. 

A revised and enlarged edition, and the 50th thousand. 
Price—1000 copies, £3. 103.; 560 copies, £1. 17s. 6d.; 
any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100. 

When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
without extra charge. 

All orders and inquiries for the two last-mentioned 
editions to be addressed, direct, to the AUTHOR, Black 





| [soe BRIGHTON. 


R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.GS., 


(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon ail matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

Offices, Waterhouse Street, HALIFAX, and 14, Park 
treet, WESTMINSTER, 





AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS. 
PROVIDENCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 








| Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Metera, 











GLOBE METER -WorRnE Ss. 











NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


[MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION ’>METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. | 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
i d i ing use, and ref can be given to 


anv required consumption. These Regulators are in general an 
F. & C. OSLER, 


Gas Companies-who use them for every Lamp. 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


Made from ‘‘ReGisTzRED”’ Dgsians), with GLass BRaNouES, &c.; suitable}! 
r DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas= of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 

a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
HBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LigHTED BY ESTIMATE 

ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only °45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, 4x 
103, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 




















Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 
Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 


o/ A > REDUCED PRICES OF 
nid BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 

from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 

List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. ‘ 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 

Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 


BRYAN DONKIN & Cé,, 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 






































May 29, 1866.} THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 407 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY } 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RATT, and 00., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 














- a 





For information, &c., apply to 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


E. J. & J. PEARSON, 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; | 
MANUFACTURERS OF | 








GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








LLOYD AND LLOY D, | 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, | 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from 3 in, to 6 in. bore. 

STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCES, WATER-GAUGES, &e. 5 | 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, | 

| 








For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 
LONDON WAREHOUSE-—-N® 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 





| WALKEBS’ 
woop SIEVES OR GRIDS FOR PURIFIERS, 


| These celebrated Grids are used for and UNAFFECTED | : 
iii_ BY EITHER LIME OR OXIDE, WHICH IS SO DES- iT LERRDEE 
Hiji] TRUCTIVE TO IRON GRIDS. They are much cheaper, 4) 14HaHW IIH! 
and VERY MUCH MORE DURABLE than Iron Grids. MANA) 10) 
DRAWING No. 1 
Shows our most firm and durable kind of Wood Grids. 
They are made BEVEL IN SECTION FOR KEEPING Wh 
CLEAN, and for LARGER AREA OF GAS PASSAGE Qqqqi0) 
through them. LL TH 
inn | They have outside frames of HARD UNDAMAGE- \ af FRRRERR 
) ABLE WOOD, which enables them to be COMPRESSED BHAWAN) 
Hi] UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE, PROTECTS THEM Haq) 
)] FROM ROUGH USAGE, and binds them together with fii! 1) 
STRENGTH AND SOLIDITY. Hd) 
DRAWING No. 2 : 
Shows our second quality of Wood Grids of a less substantial BUTHH) 
i) and cheaper kind. They are made parallel in section, and ih N 
i] are suitable for lighter work. r 
Prices on application to 


Cc. & W. WALKER, | 
Midland Works, Donnington, near Newport, | 
SHROPSHIRE; anv 
No. _- Little Sutton Street, London, E.C. 1 
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ANOTHER 
MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, 


| To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 











Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of 
| the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this 
| Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. 
It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is “construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 
therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of 
jveee i. at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards | 
| Dry-Meters.” 

The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light | 


Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. | 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 














| PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 


| 
i COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
| Establishes 1816. 


| (SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 








PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co, invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary | 





| Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements! 
| 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem $ per cent. slow | 
To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an | 


‘ai the Sale of Gas Act. 
1 


‘| the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. 
|| ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 

|| fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sutlicient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- | 
| venience it is designed to meet.”—JournaL or Gas LicuTINa, 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


| Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
'|mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 














Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to mannfacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their |, 


| 
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January of each year. Post-Office orders must be made payable at the 
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The next number will be published on Tuesday, June 12, and the 

subsequent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 

This Journnat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 

transmission abroad. 

Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 

a Ses they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 
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All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament 

Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publishe , 

Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 
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TUESDAY, MAY 29, 1866. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 





Tux question of the metropolis gas supply has assumed a new 
and a critical phase. A select committee of the House of 
Commons have, on ex parte evidence, made a report, a great 
part of which is an unqualified condemnation of the working of 
the Act of 1860. We feel justified in saying that the report 
is founded on er parte evidence, because the pointed remarks 
made from time to time by the chairman misled the repre- 
sentatives of the gas companies into a belief that no rebutting 
evidence was needed, and that the concessions which were 
offered were satisfactory to the committee. Mr. Baxter was, 
therefore, the only witness called on their behalf, on the 
assurance of the chairman that the companies were safe in the 
hands of the committee. How far they did well in relying on 
that assurance may be judged by the proceedings of the com- 
mittee, published by order of the House, when they sat with 
closed doors to consider their report, and by the report itself. 
The chairman first proposed twelve resolutions, to the effect— 
that the illuminating power and quality of the gas was better 
in many large towns in the kingdom than in London; that 
the purification of the gas in the metropolis, being effected 
generally by oxide of iron instead of by hydrate of lime, is 
imperfect, and an excess of sulphur remains; that the effect 
of the Act has been to increase the price of gas to consumers, 








whilst the illuminating power of the gas has been less, and the 
quality of the article worse ; that the standard of illuminating 
power should be increased to 14 candles, and the maximum 
price reduced to 4s. per 1000 feet; that a Chemical Board 
should be appointed to regulate the analysis of the gas, and 
the burner to be used in testing; that the system of accounts 
acts injuriously to the public, more especially the power of 
making up former deficient dividends for six years out of sur- 
plus profits; that the reserve-fund of each company should be 
fixed at the amount of one-tenth of the capital; that losses to 
companies arising from neglect, as in the case of the Wood} 
Street fire, should not be charged on the surplus profits, but on 
the dividends of the shareholders; that the system of districting 
should not be disturbed; and lastly, that penalties should be), 
recovered by more summary process. Alderman Lusk—whose || 
questions to the witnesses throughout the proceedings had ex- 
hibited a strong feeling against the gas companies—offered a 
series of eighteen resolutions, which differed from those of the 
chairman, chiefly, by proposing that ordinary gas should have 
an illuminating power of 15 candles; that it should not contain 
more than 15 grains of sulphur per 100 cubic feet; that the 
maximum price of gas should be 3s. 4d. per 1000 feet; that 
an auditor be appointed by the Metropolitan Board of Works 
to inspect the companies accounts ; that no new works should 
be erected within the boundaries of the metropolis; that no new 
capital to be raised by any of the companies should have 
a higher rate of interest than 5 per cent.; that there should be 
no increase of capital without the sanction of the Metropolitan 
Board; and that in the event of the gas companies declining to 
accept these amendments of the Act, the Board should be 
authorized to make arrangements for the better supply of gas 
to the metropolis. Mr. Morrison proposed three resolutions, | 
the first of which referred to the erection of suitable testing-' 
houses by the local authorities of each district, the second pro- 
posed to limit the interest on all new capital to 7 per cent., 
and the third was an additiun to one of the resolutions of the 
chairman, to the effect that every facility should be offered for 
the extension of a well-regulated monopoly, which resolution 
was afterwards embodied in the report. Six resolutions were 
proposed by Mr. Kinglake for regulating the testing of gas, 
and Mr. Staniland offered a draft report, which differed very 
materially from the report ultimately agreed to. Mr. Stani- 
land’s report stated that the system of districting had been 
found advantageous; that the companies have substantially 
complied with the provisions of the Act as to illuminating 
power and purity of the gas; and that the price to consumers 
had, since the passing of the Act, been reduced, by all 
save one of the companies, one-ninth, and by two companies 
even more. Though considering those three points to be all 
that strictly fell within the limits of the reference to the commit- 
tee, he recommended that the standard of illuminating power 
should be raised to 14 candles; that the maximum price should be 
reduced to 4s. per 1000 feet ; that a more satisfactory mode of 
ascertaining the purity of gas should be adopted; that penal- 
ties should be more easily recovered ; that the provisions for 
determining when the reduction of price is to take place should 
be more definite ; and, further, that three chemists should be 
appointed to ascertain the purity of the gas, and if they should 
decide that the amount of sulphur to be tolerated is less than || 
20 grains in 100 cubic feet, then the maximum price to be 
increased with the permission of the Home Secretary. 

The committee adjourned without coming to any decision on 
these various propositions, and on the following day the chair- 
man presented a draft report, embodying in twelve paragraphs 
the resolutions he had proposed, and comprising the resolution 
of Mr. Morrison, recommending that increased facilities should 
be given for the further extension of the system of regulated 
monopoly. The draft of the chairman’s report was then con- 
sidered, paragraph by paragraph, several amendments and 
the insertion of new paragraphs were proposed, on which 
eighteen divisions took place, on two of which the numbers 
were five on each side, and casting votes were given by the 
chairman—in each case adversely to the gas companies. 
Three amendments were proposed relative to the effect of the 
Act in increasing the price of gas, but they resulted only 
in adding the words “until recently” to the report. In 
the fourth paragraph of the chairman’s draft report, Sir 
John Ogilvy proposed to omit the number of candles and the 





price, and on a division, in which 7 voted for the amend- 





man Lusk, however, moved that the illuminating power 
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should be raised to 15 candles, but he and Mr. Woods 
were the only members who voted for the proposition. 
Several other attempts were made to insert a maximum price 
and a standard of illuminating power, which resulted, how- 
ever, in leaving the question open for future decision. 
Mr. Morrison proposed, as an amendment, “that any penalties 
 Jevied under the Act should be dedacted from the divi- 
*« dend of 10 per cent., and should not as now be levied on the 
** consumer ;”’ but it was negatived by 6 against 4. There was 


the system of districts, which was opposed only by Alderman 
Lusk. Several paragraphs were proposed to be added to the 
|eoncluding one of the chairman’s draft report. One, proposed 
|| by Mr. Morrison, attributing any defect in the penal machinery 
‘lof the Act to the failure of the local authorities to comply 
with its requirements, was negatived by 8 against 3. An 
amendment, proposed by Mr. Staniland, declaring that the 








the Act as to standard of illuminating power and purity of 
gas, was negatived by 7 against 4. Two amendments pro- 
posed by Alderman Lusk, to the effect that no new gas-works 
be erected within the metropolis, and that the dividends on 
new capital should be limited to 6 per cent., were negatived 
without a division. Finally, after deliberating for two days, 
the committee agreed to make the following report :— 


Your committee have inquired into the —— of the 23rd & 24th Vict., c. 125, 
regulating the supply and quality of gas provided by the thirteen companies to the 
metropolis, and have examined witnesses from many large towns, as well as the 
metropolis, in various parts of the kingdom—viz., Manchester, Edinburgh, Bir- 
|| mingham, Walsall, Plymouth, Brighton, &c. They have found the illuminating 
power greater, and the quality of the gas better than in London, and the price 
|| cheaper to the consumers. The illuminating power varied from 14 sperm candles 
| | to 30 candles, whereas the power in London is fixed at 12 candles for common gas, 
|| and 20 for cannel gas, by the Act 23rd & 24th Vict., c. 125. 
The purification of the gas in the metropolis is imperfect, and an excess of sulphur 
remains, which is highly injurious to pictures, leather, metals, &c. Since the pass- 
| ing of the Act 23rd & 24th Vict., c. 125, the price of gas to consumers has been in- 
creased until recently, whilst the power of light has been less, and the quality of the 
article worse. 
That whereas the dividends of the gas companies in 1860 in no instance reached 
, the amount of 10 per cent. on their capital, the effect of the Act was to raise the 
| market value of their shares, and to increase the rate of dividend until, as has been 
| | shown to the satisfaction of your committee, every company in the metropolis now 
| pays 10 per cent., and many companies have, in addition, paid large sums in the 
' form of back dividends, and have laid by reserve-funds. 
| | Your committee is of opinion that the minimum illuminating power should be in- 
| creased, and the maximum price reduced. 
| That achemical board of three members should be appointed from time to time, 





a division on the paragraph recommending the continuance of | 


for the metropolis, at the expense of the gee companies, by the Secretary of State, to | 
u 


| regulate the analysis of the purity and 
| consumers by the different gas companies, with power to fix the mode and places for 
testing the gas; such board to report to the Home Secretary. 

That every gas company should, within its own district, and at its own cost, pro- 
| vide and maintain, in a convenient situation, at a distance of not less than 1000 yards 
‘from the works, a testing-place, and all proper materials, apparatus, machinery, 
|| and_ instruments for testing the illuminating power and purity of the gas by the 
| | public officer, and that such testing-place should be under the control and manage- 
|| ment of the local authority. That the gas company should be at liberty to send an 
| a to be present at the testing by the public officer, but should not interfere in 
|| such testing. 

That each gas company may have a separate testing-place in the same building, 
under their own control, so as to be enabled to test the same gas at the same time. 

The public officers for the purpose of testing the illuminating power and purity of 
gas should be appointed by the local authority—one for each district. 

That such officers should be authorized to test continuously, and report the result 
daily to the local authority; that every testing should be registered, and not the 
average only. 

That a chief gas analyst should be appointed by the local authority, only to direct 
the operations of the testing officers; should receive daily reports, and submit and 
report on them weekly to the local authority. 

If any complaint be made by the company as to the testing, there should be an 
appeal to the chief analyst, whose decision should be final. 

The weekly report, if unchallenged, should be conclusive as to the experiments 
made. 

That the expenses incident to the appointment of such public officers should be 
paid by the local authorities. 

That the Metropolitan Board of Works be the local authority outside the City, 
and the Commissioners of Sewers within the City. 

That in the event of the local authority making default in appointing such officers, 
for the period of twelve months, the Secre of State shall have power to appoint 

officers, charging the cost of the same on the funds of the local authority. 
| The power of making up former deficient dividends for six years out of surplus 
|| profits acts injuriously to the public. Your committee recommend that such power 
| | should be limited to three years. 
|| That the losses to companies through neglect of the directors or their officers, as 
| instaneed in the case of the Great Central Gas Company, in Wood Street, where 
| | damages were recovered amounting to £25,000, with heavy law costs, were charged 
on the surplus profits, instead of the shareholders dividends, thus depriving the 
public of a reduction in the price of gas supplied to it, and, in fact, making the cen- 
sumers answerable fer the company’s default. 
Your committee think that the system of districts should be continued, and, with 

a view to the economy of administration, and the i of the sand 
||of the public, that every facility should be offered by Parliament for the further 
extension of the system of regulated monopoly, either in the way of the amalgama- 
tion of the several existing companies, or of the disposal of the interests of the 
several companies in the metropolis to some body or bodies representing the rate- 
payers of the metropolis, on such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon, and 
as Parliament may see fit to impose. 

Your committee having received evidence that the mode of recovering penalties 

inst gas companies is inoperative, whether before a police magistrate or the 
Secretary of State, recommend that a more summary process be adopted. 

That the Metropolis Gas Act should be amended to carry out the suggestions con- 
tained in this report. 


The manifest injustice of condemning the whole of the 
thirteen metropolitan gas companies, when not a tittle of evi- 
dence had been produced against a large majority of them, 
cannot fail to strike our readers; and the sweeping assertion, 
that ‘ the purification of gas in the metropolis is imperfect,” 
is unaccompanied by any reference to the evidence, which 
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minating power of all gas supplied to | 


| 15-candle gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, we observed :—“ It 


showed that the difficulty of the process of purification had 
been increased in consequence of the use of oxide of iron 
having been forced on the companies by the Nuisance Removal 
Act, as a substitute for lime, to which it is now proposed to 
revert. The companies are thus pressed on one side to em- 
ploy a purifying material that causes the least possible nuisance 
to their neighbours, while the Metropolis Gas Act presses 
them on the other side with threatening penalties for not 
removing more effectually one of the impurities of gas which 
the material they are compelled to use renders it difficult to 
| reduce. The Chemical Board, proposed to be appointed to 
_ regulate the analysis of the purity and illuminating power of 
| the gas, will probably be of service in eliciting facts which 
art at present somewhat obscure, and on which scientific men 
are not agreed. The Act of 1860 requires amendment in 
this respect, for it is always dangerous to legislate in the 
dark, though opinions differ as to the direction in which 





companies had substantially complied with the provisions of | the amendments should be made—whether the stringency 


of the Act should be augmented or relaxed. It does not 
appear, from the report of the deliberation of the committee, 
why the resolution of the chairman which named 14 candles 
as the minimum of illuminating power, and 4s. per 1000 
feet as the maximum price, should have been so altered as to 
omit the price and quality, which there was evidence to 
support, and which the gas companies had proposed to con- 
cede. Perhaps the most important paragraph of the report is 
the one approving of the system of districts, and recommend- 
ing the amalgamation of all the existing metropolitan compa- 
nies. A similar recommendation was made by Mr. Barlow in 
1859, but it failed at that time to receive their approbation. 
At present it seems to be their only resource, unless they 
prefer to surrender their properties to local authorities repre- 
senting the ratepayers. The Metropolitan Board of Works 
have lost no time in directing their attention to the matter, 
and at their first meeting after the publication of the report, 
Mr. Newton, a member of one of the eastern districts, moved 
this resolution—*‘‘ That the report of the select committee of 
* the House of Commons on the Gas Metropolis Act, 1860, 
“‘ be referred to a special committee of this Board for con- 
*« sideration and report ; that the committee be authorized to. 
** confer with Vestries and District Boards, or deputations, 
*‘ thereof, with the view of ascertaining the best mode of 
“ giving effect to the recommendation of the committee.” 
The resolution, slightly modified so as to render it more 
general, was carried, after some discussion. It is doubtful, 
however, whether the Metropolitan Board will assume any 
other than a watching position. The raising of £10,000,000 
for the purchase of the existing gas-works would be at any 

















time a difficult operation, and would be nearly impracticable 
at present, when the competition for money is so great and 
the price of it so high. Under any circumstances, indeed, the 
constituency of the Board would probably object to the mort- | 
gage of the rates on the whole property of the metropolis for | 
such a purpose, if they can hope to obtain “ cheap gas” by 
periodically squeezing the companies by the agency of select 
parliamentary committees. 


The unsatisfactory position in which the gas companies of 
the metropolis are now placed would have been avoided if they 
had attended to the advice we have from time to time offered. 
On several occasions during the year 1864, when expressions 
of dissatisfaction with the supply of gas were becoming stronger | 
and stronger, we urged the companies to make all reasonable| 
concessions, and warned them that if they disregarded public 
opinion they might be compelled to yield more than would 
then give general satisfaction, if readily conceded. In October 
of that year, when alluding to a scheme then threatened, of 
forming a company to supply the whole of the metropolis with 





«would be lamentable to see the errors of 1849 and 1850 
‘« repeated, and the present appears to be a favourable time for 
“ giving with good grace what may probably be wrung from the 
“ metropolitan gas companies by compulsion at a later period 
« under less favourable circumstances.” Again, in February 
last year, we said, in reference to some remarks of Mr. Gray, 
the chairman of the City of London Company :—“ The policy 
“« we have advocated since the commencement of the present 
“ agitation has been to endeavour to put a stop to it by timely 
“ concession rather than allow it to extend and excite general 
« dissatisfaction. The chairman of the City of London Com- 
“ pany said they might give way to reason, they would never 








“ give way to clamour. But there may be some reason even 
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“ in clamour, and, as an indication of public opinion, experience 
“ should have taught him that it is not to be entirely dis- 
“ regarded.” These are only a few of the warnings we gave, 
and for which we encountered the reproaches of many of our 
friends. Experience has proved that it was sound advice, and 
had it been taken we should not now have heard of a parlia- 
mentary inquiry into the operation of the Act of 1860. 

After disposing of the general inquiry referred to them, the 
committee proceeded, on Thursday, the 17th inst., to consider 
the London (City) Corporation Bill. Mr. Karslake opened the 
case for the promoters, and was about to call witnesses, when 
Mr. Hope Scott, who appeared as counsel for the Imperial and 
nine other gas companies, petitioners against the Bill, drew 
attention to that paragraph of the committee’s report on the 
Metropolis Gas Act which approves of the continuance of the 
system of districts, observing that in accordance with the mean- 
ing of that paragraph no new competing company should be 
established, and that the object of the Bill was to introduce 
competition instead of well-regulated monopoly ; for the Cor- 
poration did not propose to buy the interests of the existing 
companies. He contended, therefore, that if importance was 
to be attached to that paragraph of the report, it was fatal to the 
further progress of the Bill. The committee, after a short 
consultation, decided that they would not pass any Bill not in 
accordance with their report. As the Corporation Bill did not 
contain any intimation of their intention to purchase existing 
works, all further proceeding with the matter seemed useless ; 
but it was suggested by Mr. Karslake that the Bill might be 
passed, with the condition that it should not become operative 
until arrangements had been made with the existing com- 
panies to purchase their works. After some discussion, the 
further consideration of the Bill was postponed until yesterday, 
to allow the Corporation to consider the course they should 
adopt. On the reassembling of the committee, the counsel for 
the Corporation read the replies of the companies refusing to 
treat for the sale of their works, whereupon Mr. Denison, on 
the part of the companies, again pointed out that the Bill did 
not conform to the report of the committee, and that it would, 
therefore, be a waste of time to proceed with it. The com- 
mittee, however, after deliberating for some time, announced 
that their report did not preclude them from proceeding with 
the Bill, but that they wished the evidence of the promoters to 
be directed principally to the question of the advantages of the 
proposed site for the Corporation works; and on this point 
the evidence was not concluded at the adjournment of the 
committee. 


The Chatham and Rochester Gas Bill, which was promoted to 
compete with a company established in 1825, has been thrown 
out, and we congratulate the existing company on having 
escaped from the danger they incurred in neglecting to obtain a 
new Act for incorporating the provisions now required in all gas 
Acts for regulating the amount of dividends, and for fixing the 
illuminating power, and the maximum price of gas. Had they 
been opposed by a strong local company the result might have 
been different, but it was shown by the evidence that the Bill 
was got up as a speculation by a few persons not interested in 
the supply of gas, and that their object was not so much to 
improve the lighting of Chatham and Rochester as to make 
a profitable bargain with the existing company. There were 
some strong points to lay hold of against the financial manage- 
ment of the company, for the works had been quadrupled during 
40 years out of profits, while the shareholders were receiving 
average dividends of 8} per cent. Such a state of things is 
not tolerated in modern gas legislation, and the company 
were fortunate in escaping the penalty, often imposed 
on companies similarly situated, of being called on to 
pay the costs of their opponents. It came out, during the 
examination of the witnesses, that the solicitors for the Bill 
were also its promoters; that they had joined, with three 
others, to pay the expenses of the application to Parliament, 
and that they were each to subscribe £300 for that object. 
There was a considerable array of evidence to show that the 
supply of gas in the district had been defective, and two reports 
of Dr. Letheby’s were produced, representing the gas to have 
been at one time very deficient in illuminating power, and that 
on another occasion it was equal to 12 and 14 candles. On 
the other side, many inhabitants were examined, who expressed 
themselves satisfied with the quality of the gas, and the works 
were stated to be now in good order, and adequate for an 
efficient supply ; and that the gas, when tested at the works, 
was equal to 143 candles. The chairman of the company 











pledged himself to apply to Parliament next year to place the 
company under all modern restrictions. Under these circum- 
stances the committee unanimously decided that the preamble; 
of the Bill had-not been proved. 


The third annual general meeting of the British Association 
of Gas Managers was held in London, on the 23rd and 24th 
inst., and on both days a large number of members attended. 
Mr. Hawksley, the president, delivered an admirable opening|} 
address, and several interesting papers were read, the publica- 
tion of which we are reluctantly compelled to defer until our 
next. They comprise— 

“An Improved Method of Purifying Coal Gas,” being a 
statement of experiments conducted with that object, 
by Mr. George Livesey, South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany, London. 

“The Lighting of Railway Carriages with Gas,” by Mr. 
Joseph Wood, Gas-Works, Bury, Lancashire. 

“The Management of Small Gas-Works,” by Mr. T. H. 
Methven, Gas-Works, Bury St. Edmunds. 

“ Description of a Self-Registering Photometer,” by Mr. 
T. G. Barlow, vice-president. , 

“ The Lighting of Railway Carriages with Gas, Olive Oil, |; 
“and Petroleum,” by Mr. James T. Hall, gas super- 
intendent, London and North-Western Railway Com- 
pany, Edge Hill, Liverpool. 

“ Description of an Improved District Governor, for Regu- 
“ating the Supply of Gas at High Levels,” by Mr. 
G. D. Malam, Gas- Works, Halifax. 


Nearly forty new members were elected, and the association 
has now attained such a degree of importance and stability 
that it may be considered as one of the institutions of the 
country. Nottingham was selected as the place of meeting 
next year, on the 11th and 12th of June. 


The London Gazette of the 25th inst. contains an official 
notice of the bankruptcy of Mr. T. A. Hedley, civil engineer, 
who has acquired some notoriety in our columns, from the 
legal proceedings he has, on several occasions, adopted to en- 
force claims for alleged professional services which were deemed 
to be excessive. The adjudication in bankruptcy, we believe, 
took place on Mr. Hedley’s own petition, and was rendered 
necessary for his protection against the pressure to which he 
was subjected by the failure of several of the actions brought 
by him for the recovery of his claims. The proceedings for 
perjury instituted against Mr. Wallington, the clerk of the 
Leamington Local Board, will now, we presume, be suffered 
to drop. 








Correspondence. 


MUDIE’S PURITY TEST APPARATUS. 

Srr,—It is usual, in applying test-papers to a current of gas, 
to take no account of the quantity of gas passing through the 
apparatus in which the papers are so exposed, and no provisions 
are made for disposing of such gas, except by burning or wasting 
it; thus sometimes necessitating the existence of a flame when 
it would be better dispensed with. 





Stes ena 





Some little time since, I devised and had made by Wright, of 
Westminster, the apparatus represented by the above wood-cut, 
which I apply between the inlet and outlet of my station meter. 
The advantages which, I conceive, are to be obtained from its 
use, are, that the ——_ of gas passed through to produce a 
certain degree of discoloration of the test-papers will be regis- 
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tered, and thus an indication be obtained of the relative impurity, 
if any, of the at different times. Such indications will, I 
think, be valuable to the practical gas-maker, if not to the 
analyst. Thus a constant and comparatively large current of gas 
will be secured without the necessity of burning or wasting it. 
JoHN MUDIE. 


Burton-on-Trent Gas- Works, April 24, 1866. 








Register of New Patents, 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


1351.—Witt1am Austin, of 14, Dorset Place, Wellington Road, Hol- 
loway, in the co. of Middlesex, architect, for ‘‘ Improvements in joining 
pipes and tubes and in the packing to be employed for that purpose.” 
May 11, 1866. 

1363.—Tuomas Jackson Cuapmay, agent, and THomas Ross, gentle- 
man, both of Oxton, in the co. of Chester, for ‘‘ Improvements in the 
construction of water-closets.’ May 12, 1866. 

1368.—Wit1i1am Dennis, of 106, Cambridge Street, Pimlico, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for ‘* Improvements in casks and taps for drawing liquids 
therefrom.” May 12, 1866. 

1382.—Watrer Payton, of 70, Sewardstone Road, Victoria Park, in 
the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of dry gas- 
meters, part of which improvements is also applicable to meters for 
measuring water and other liquids.” May 15, 1866. 

1402.—Joun Bratz, of East Greenwich, in the co. of Kent, engineer, 
for ‘‘_An improved rotary engine to be used for pumping fluids or gases 
or as a motive power.” May 17, 1866. 

1410.—Juxian Bernarp, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, but at 
a residing at 50, George Square, Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, 

-B., gentleman, for “ Certain improvements in generating and heating 

steam, gas, and vapours, and in the machinery or apparatus employed 
therefor.” May 18, 1866. 

1419.—Hewry Wizson, of Stockton-upon-Tees, in the co. of Durham, 
for “‘ Improvements in cocks or taps for the attachment of pipes, with 
soldered or plumber’s joints.” May 19, 1866. 

1451.—Suotro Dovatas, of Blairgowrie, in the co. of Perth, N.B., for 
“* Improvements in motive-power engines, and in the mode of applying 
water, steam, compressed air, and other liquids and gases for driving the 
same,” May 23, 1866. 





GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

1116.—Joun Leicu, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, 
for “ Improvements in the purification of coal gas.” April 20, 1866. 

1156.—Gzorce Firzsames Russztt, of Piccadilly, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, and Witt1aM Henry Canrsines, of Southwark Street, in the co. 
of Surrey, for “Improvements in the manufacture of gas.” April 24, 1866, 

1239.—Davip Conn, of 24, Leigh Street, Burton Crescent, in the co. 
of Middlesex, gas-meter maker, for ‘“ Jmprovements in dry gas-meters,” 
May 2, 1866. 

1182.—Epwarp Hoxpen, of Bradford, in the co. of York, wool comber, 
for “‘ Improvements in means or apparatus for effecting the ventilation of 
rooms and other places.” April 27, 1866. 

1206.—Henry Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “ Improvements in engines for 
obtaining rotary motion by means of steam, gas, or other fluids.” A 
communication. April 28, 1866. 

1230.—Joserx Lewis, of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer, 
for “‘ Improvements in valves used, as in the case of slide-valves, for regu- 
lating the flow of steam, water, and other fluids.” May 1, 1866. 

1233,—Gu1LtaumE Cuartes Denis, director of the gas-works of Arras 
(Pas-de-Calais), in the empire of France, for “ An improved apparatus 
for purifying the lighting gas resulting from the distilling of coal.” 
May 1, 1866. 

1278,.—Wituiam Younc, manager of the oil-works, Straiton, in the co. 
of Mid Lothian, and Perer Brasn, of Leith, in the same co., soap, 
candle, and oil manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the distillation of 
coal, shale, and other bituminous substances, to obtain oily matters there- 
Srom, also in the redistillation of the products thereby obtained.” May 
4, 1866. 

1330.—Samvurt Mippierton, of 19, Shoemaker’s Row, in the City of 
London, shoemaker, for ‘* Improvements in the method and means of 
securing and discharging the contents of pipes and vessels,” May 9, 1866. 

1337.—Wiutt1aM Hacxert and Witt1aM Marspen, both of Leek, in the 
co. of Stafford, plumbers, for “‘ Certain improvements in the construction 
of water-closets and in the valves connected therewith.” May 10, 1866, 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


85.—AmeE ia SusaNNAH Brooman, of Twickenham, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, widow and sole executrix of the late Richard Archibald Brooman, 
of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent agent, for “An 
improved method of producing oxygen.” A communication. Jan. 10, 1866. 

135.—Henry Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “‘ Improvements applicable to 
water-closets and commode-pans.” A communication. Jan. 15, 1866. 

356.—Tuomas Spencer, of Euston Square, in the co. of Middlesex, che- 
mical engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the mode of and apparatus for 
Jiltering water and other fluids.” Feb. 5, 1866. 








908.—Joun Parkes the younger, of Oaken Gates, in the co. of Salop, 
ironmonger, and James Parkes, of Oaken Gates aforesaid, ironmonger, 
for “Improvements in apparatus for measuring liquids.” March 29, 1866, 

1156.—Gzorce Firzzames Russett, of Piccadilly, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, and Witt1am Henry Carsines, of Southwark Street, in the co, 
of Surrey, for “Improvements in the manufacture of gas.” April 24, 1866. 

1229.—Ricuarp Hucu Hvcues, of 96, Hatton Garden, in the co. of 
Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in or connected with lamps and burners, 
and an improved apparatus for lighting lamps.”” May 1, 1866. 

1384.—Grorce Hasetrine, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “ Improvements in tiie 
mode of and means for promoting ventilation.” A communication. 
May 16, 1866, 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
1117.—Rozert Grorcz Kent, “ Improvements in the construction and 
arrangement of shades and reflectors for gas-lights.” May 5, 1863. 
1123.—Joszrn Henry Knorr, “ Improvements in pumps.” May 5, 1863. 
1143.—Gzorce Bower and ALEXANDER Dicx, “Improvements in th® 
purification of gas ordinarily used in illuminating, and in the reduction 
y ores and smelting of metals by means of such gas so purified”’ May 
» 1863. 
1209.—Ricnarp ARrcHIBALD Brooman, “ Improvements in the extraction 
of hydrocarburets from minerals, in the distillation thereof, and in appa- 
ratus employed therein.” A communication. May 13, 1863. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 
1142.—Tuomas Jones, “dn improved apparatus and arrangement of) 
Sues for heating and ventilating buildings, ships, and other, structures, 
and for causing draughts in chimneys.” May 6, 1859. 








Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, May 14. 
The Frome Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, with the amend- 
ments agreed to. 
The Briton Ferry Gas Bill was reported, without amendment. 
The Wicron Water, and the BirmincHam WATER Bills, were read a 
second time, and committed. 








Turspay, May 15. 


The CANTERBURY GAs AND WaTeER, and the DuNDEE WATER Bilis, were 
brought from the Commons, read a first time, and referred to the Ex- 
aminers. 

The New River Company, and the BrrmincHam Water Bills, were 
reported, with amendment. 

he Bury Gas Bill was reported, without amendment. 

The Cieetruorres Gas; ALpRINGTON, HovE, AND Bricuton Gas; and 
the CoLcnEsTeR Gas Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 

The Tain WaTER Bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The ConGLeton Gas AND IMPROVEMENT Biil was read a third time, with 
the amendments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 


Tuurspay, May 17. 

The Essw VALE, Beaurort, &c., WATER Bill was reported, with 
amendments. 

The British Gas Company (STAFFORDSHIRE PoTTERIES); NELSON 
Locat Boarp; and the SLoven Gas Bills, were read a second time, and 
committed. 

The Briton Ferry Gas, and the Bury Gas Bills, were read the third 
time, and passed. 

The New River Company Bill was read the third time, and passed, and 
sent to the Commons. 

The CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND Town WATER Bill was read the third 
time, with the amendments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The WEARDALE AND SuiLpon District WATER Bill was brought from 
the Commons, read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The VentNor GAS AND WATER Bill was returned from the Commons, 
agreed to, with amendments; the said amendments were considered, and 
agreed to. 

The NewcasTLE AND GATESHEAD WATER Bill was returned from the 
Commons, with the amendments agreed to. 

A petition was deposited against the Liverrpoot Corporation WATER 
Bill, from J. Park and others 





Fripay, May 18. 

The following Bills received the Royal Assent:—Hrywoop WATER; 
Bopmin WATER; HotyHEAD WaTER; CroypoN ComMERCIAL ‘GAS; 
PaisLey WaTER; BromsGroveE AND Droitwich Water; DUBLIN 
CorporaATION WATER; LeIcEsTER WATER; Hornsey Gas; NEWARK 
Gas; SrourBRIpGE Gas Act AMENDMENT; Frome Gas; TAIN WATER; 
Briton Ferry Gas; Bury Gas; VENtTNoR Gas AND WaTER; and the 
NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD WATER. 

The British Gas Company (SrarrorpsHire Porrerties) Bill was re- 
ported, without amendment. 

The Netson Locat Boarp Bill was reported, with amendments. 

The Kitmarnock Water, and the WALKER AND WALLSEND Union GAs 
Bills, were brought from the Commons, read a first time, and referred to 
the Examiners. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, May 14. . 

The Greenock WATER, and the GreENock AND SHaws Water Bills, 
were reported. , 

The CANTERBURY GAs AND WATER, and the DunpDEE WaAreEr Bills, were 
read the third time, and passed. 

The Kitmarnock Warer Bill, as amended, was considered; amend- 
ments made. Bill to be read the third time. 

The VeNTNoR Gas AND WarER, and the WALKER AND WALLSEND 
Usron Gas Bills, were considered, as amended. To be read the third time. 

The SourHGATE AND CoLNEy Hatcu Gas Bill was read a second time, 
and committed. 


Turspay, May 15. ? 

The WEARDALE AND SuiLpon Disrrict WaTER Bill was read the third 
time, and passed. ; 

Lonvon (City) Corporation Gas, &c., Bills—Power was given to the 
committee to report observations, together with minutes of evidence. 

Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas, &c., Bills—The report of the com- 
mittee was brought up, and read. 

The Betrast Gas Bill was reported, with amendments. 

The Neatu New Gas, and the Rypr Gas Bills, were reported. 

A petition was deposited for repeal or alteration of the Metropolis Gas 
Act of 1860, from gas consumers, ratepayers, or inhabitants within the 
limits of the Act. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported—“ That in the case of the 
ImpeRIAL Gas Company, petition for leave to deposit a petition for Bill, 
the Standing Orders ought not to be dispensed with. 


Tuurspay, May 17. 

The NewcasTLE AND GATESHEAD WATER Bill was agreed to as 
amended by the Lords. 

The Kitmarnock WATER, and the WALKER AND WALLSEND UNION 
Gas Bills, were read the third time, and passed. 

The VENTNoR GAs AND WATER Bill was read the third time, and passed, 
with the amendments. 

The Brynmawr Gas Bill, as amended, was considered. To be read the 
third time. 

The Lonpon Gas Bill was reported, without amendment. To be read the 
third time. 





Fripay, May 18. 
The BrrpGE or ALLAN WATER Bill was reported. 
The East BARNET Gas AND WaTER Bill was reported, with amendment. 
The Grancs anp Carre. Districr Gas AND WATER Bill was 
reported, with an amendment. ‘ . 
Petitions were deposited against the erection of gas-works near Victoria 
Park, from Bethnal Green, and from Limehouse District Board of Works. 


Taurspay, May 24. 
The ConGLEeTon GAS AND IMPROVEMENT Bill was agreed to as amended 


by the Lords. ee 
The Brynmawr Gas, and the Rype Gas Bills, were read the third time, 
and passed. 
The Betrast Gas Bill, as ded, idered. To be read the third 


time. 
The New River Company Bill was read the first time, and referred to 


the Examiners. 





Fripay, May 25. 
ImrertAL Gas (No. 3) Bill.—A petition was deposited for leave to de- 
posit a petition for Bill. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
LONDON (CITY) CORPORATION GAS, ETC., BILLS, 
Turspay, May 8.—Trentu Day. 

The CHAtrMan said, the case of the promoters of the inquiry being closed, 
the committee thought that it would be a guide to the learned gentlemen 
who conducted the case on the other side, if they stated their views as to 
the nature of the inquiry, and the mode in which it should be continued. 
The committee were satisfied upon one point, that it would not be necessary 
to call witnesses to prove the necessity of districting the metropolis, but 
they should be glad to hear evidence, if evidence was to be called, with 
regard to the necessity of a higher standard of illuminating power in the 
gas. Secondly, they should like to hear any testimony to show that it was 
sufficiently pure and that the testing powers were sufficient, because upon 
those points the committee were not satisfied. They also thought that the 
penalties should be levied in a more summary and direct manner than they 
were at present, by reference to the Secretary of State, which was a cum- 
brous and inefficient mode, and had been found, in fact, inoperative. Beyond 
that the committee wanted evidence as to the disposal and matter of 
account of the reserve-fund of the companies. They were not satisfied in 
what way those moneys became accumulated, how they were disposed of, 
and what became of the interest; and, lastly, they wished the parties who 
appeared for the companies to show why the maximum price should be so 
high as it was at present by the Gas Act of 1860. Those were the points 
upon which the committee desired to have evidence. 

Mr. Horr Scott: In answer to the observations which have fallen from 
you, sir, as far as the observations can be met by any statement of mine at 
this moment, I am authorized, on behalf of my clients, to say that they are 
quite willing to adopt the’ higher standard of illuminating power of 14 
candles, mentioned by the witnesses. With regard to the question of purity, 
they have been satisfied, partly by the evidence which has been adduced 
before you, and partly by their own experience, that it is a matter of ex- 
| }treme difficulty and delicacy; but the question as to what processes will 
remove the Fy particularly the sulphurous impurity, and what test 
should be used in ascertaining it, is really a matter on which chemical 
science has not yet arrived at its maximum, and upon which their own 
experience leads them to suppose that there is a greater amount of difficulty 
than has been shown, even by the witnesses before the committee. Upon 
that head, therefore, sir, if you should think fit to adopt the principle which 
we think will be a fair one, it would be this: We should propose that a 
chemical board be appointed by the Home Secretary; that that chemical 
board should, of course, conduct its operations at our expense, and that it 
should inquire both into the actual modes of purification adopted in the 
metropolis, and into any other modes which can be suggested from any 
other quarter. 








The Cuarrman: Do you propose, in addition to this, that an analytical 


chemist should be ap fated? 

Mr. Hore Scorr: We have not drawn the clause, but the plan we should 
recommend would be this; Iam not speaking of the examination; | am 
speaking of that which may be called the legislation upon the subject: 
that the Home Secretary should appoint a board, say of three chemists; 
that they should in the first instance examine into these matters which I 
have mentioned, and, in addition to that, examine what are the best and 
most proper tests; that they, having come to a decision upon those points, 
the Secretary of State might order, or it might be determined by an Order 
in Council, what shall be the standard of purity, and what shall be the 
mode of testing. That matter being then settled, there should be a perma- 
nent examination by a proper officer, guided by the rules laid down by this 
chemical board, and the chemical board might be reassembled at given 
intervals, if you please, to reconsider the question, so that if chemical sci- 
ence has added anything in the meantime, they might add to the regula- 
tions, which would emanate from the Secretary of State through the Privy 
Council, or otherwise, as further experience might suggest. We make this 
suggestion, I may say, in perfect good faith, for nobody can have a greater 
interest in having a proper purity of gas than we have. In the first place, 
it tends to increase our consumption, and in the next place, to avoid penal- 
ties. If you should think that that principle is a good and sound one, we 
might dispense with any further chemical evidence before you, and go at 
once to the question of the principle to be embodied in a resolution, or in 
clauses, as you should think fit. That is the way in which we would deal 
with the two first questions. r : i 

The CuarrMANn: Those are the two main points. You propose to raise 
the standard to 14 candles? 

Mr. Horr Scotr: We adopt that at once. 

The Cuarrman: Can you go any higher? 

Mr. Horr Scort: I think not. Dr. Letheby says that the utmost you 
can get out of common coal is 14 sperm candles. 

The CuHarrmMan: With regard to the burner? 

Mr. Hore Scott: We are entitled to take the best burner we can. That 
was Dr. Letheby’s evidence. 

The CHarrMAN: It has been suggested to me that the test of sperm 
candles is lower than the standard that used to be adopted. 

Mr. Denison: It is just the contrary. : 

The Cuarrman: I think it was stated that it was higher than the old 
wax candles by two. 

Mr. Dentson: There is no doubt of it. 

Serjeant KinGLakE: Dr. Letheby said that the sperm candle was rather 
an advantage, and gave a greater illuminating power; but he said after- 
wards that he had come to the opinion that sperm was so difficult to obtain 
pure that it got mixed with paraffin, so that the whole system of testing 
by sperm candles was one that he rather depreciated. He spoke of a Carcel 
lamp, or some system of that kind ; he thought the time would come when 
he should get rid of testing by candles. 

' Mr. Denison: Sperm candles are two above wax candles. If the public 
get 12 sperm candles, it is one-fifth higher than if the test was by wax 
candles. 

The CHatrMan: I apprehend that the remarks of Mr. Hope Scott are 
made in the way of a compromise between the parties; that you are trying 
to shorten our proceedings by making offers. Is that so? 

Mr. Hore Scorrt: I should put it differently from that, sir. We are not 
now here in any contest with the corporation of London as to the passage 
of their bill. My own private opinion is that the bill has been introduced 
chiefly with reference to the inquiry as to the General Act, and that we 
shall hear very little of the bill itself. My friends appear to think other- 
wise. At any rate, I think we can give a good account of the bill upon 
separate grounds. But I am here now in order to meet a committee who 
are inquiring into the operation of a public Act. It is with a view to alter- 
ations in that public Act that the greater part of the inquiry hitherto has 


been conducted. Dr. Letheby certainly came here with reference to the || 


public Act and nothing else. That being so, I am suggesting, upon the 
evidence and from experience, such alterations as we think would be fair 
to the public and to ourselves. The concession of a higher illuminating 
power is one, and the appointment of a chemical board to determine the 
best mode of testing is another. When we come to the question of penal- 
ties, we shall give you evidence upon that subject, and also with regard to 
the question of the reserve-fund. With regard to the question of why the 
maximum price should be as high as it was in 1860, that again is a ques- 
tion of evidence; but you will remember, sir, that Dr. Letheby has told us 
that 4s., the present rate charged, is not too high. 

The Cnairman: It is not the maximum. 

Mr. Hore Scorr: Then comes the question of margin, and that is a ques- 
tion upon which we will give you some evidence. The actual rate is not 
quarrelled with; therefore we have only to consider whether there should 
be a margin above the maximum rate to meet incidental expeuses which 
cannot be foreseen. Upon that ry you shall have evidence. 

Alderman Lusk: Can you tell us how we are to get a standard of gas? 
The former Act gave a standard of 12 sperm candles, but by changing the 
burner you turned it into 14—the same kind of gas. 

Mr. Hore Scorr: The question is simply one of exhibiting the illumi- 
nating power of the gas under proper conditions. Dr. Letheby says that we 
— to be allowed to have the best burner we can get. 

The CuarrMAN: You do not propose to change it to the Carcel lamp, as 
+> by Dr. Letheby? 

Mr. Denison: No. 

Mr. Horr Scorr: We should be willing torefer that question to the same 
chemical board. It is a totally new question, and this is the first time I 
have heard it raised in any gas inquiry. All the gas inquiries up to the 
present time have been conducted upon the principle of employing candles 
as tests. 


Serjeant Kinciake: Dr. Letheby spoke of it asa French method em- 
ployed in Paris. Substantially he approved of that system. There is one 
other point to which I should like to call your attention, upon which a good 
deal of evidence has been given. Assuming that you have established what 
would be called a satisfactory mode of testing the purity of the gas, it has 
been strongly suggested by the witnesses that the power of testing should 
not be in the hands of the company, or in the hands of the consumers, in 
one sense of the word, but should be in the hands of some independent 
board, such as the Metropolitan Board of Works, who should have the right 
of fixing the testing-places; that the company should put up the apparatus, 
and when it was put up might send their officer, who pve A not, however, 
interfere; the whole process of testing being under the control of an inde- 
pendent officer. 

Mr. Hors Scorr: We desire to be independent of local influence as much 
as anybody can, and the local parties desire to be independent of us; there- 
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fore, as far as the principle enunciated by you, sir, is concerned, we should 
readily adopt it. At the same time, I may add this: we onght to have some 
power of contemporaneous testing ourselves. For instance, though we are 
to take no part in the testing carried on by the public officer, we should 
wave the means of carrying on our tests with the same gas at the same time, 
so that if there is a discrepancy between the two tests, the matter could 
then be referred to a third party, who would examine the processes and 
decide the question. Pi 

Mr. Morrison: Why not have two testing-places in the same building— 
one under the control of the Metropolitan Board or the local authority, and 
the other under the control of the company? 

Mr. Hore Scorr: That is what I am pointing at. 

Mr. Morrison: I suppose you would have no objection to the sperm 
candles being found by the local board, because a doubt has been expressed 
as to their quality. 

Mr. Hors Scorr: The board of chemists must be responsible for them. 
ber 4 would buy the candles and we should pay for them. 

Alderman Lusk: We had 12 sperm candles in the Act of 1860 from the 
consumption of a certain volume or weight of gas, but by applying a better 
~burner you turned it into 14. I want to see a fair starting-ground—a cer- 
tain quantity of gas producing a certain thing. ‘ 

Mr. Hope Scorr: It was 14 candle all the time, but if people use the 
wrong means they might reduce it to almost any extent. 

Alderman Lusk: Can you give usa fair starting-ground? These testing- 
places, and so on, can be easily arranged. 

Mr. Horr Scorr: They can easily buy the same burner. I have one 
more observation to make, and it is an important one. Some conversation 
arose before 1 concluded upon the subject of price. Upon that point, too, 
1 have a concession to make on the part of the companies, viz., that they 
would be willing, instead of the maximum of 4s. 6d. under the Act of 1860, 
to adopt their present actual rate as their maximum, but with the proviso 
that they should have the same elasticity in the price as is given by the Act 


|| of 1860, namely, that in exceptional cases they might be entitled to raise 


the price to 4s. 6d. by going to the Home Secretary, and going through all 
the formalities prescribed in the Act of 1860. 

The CuarrMan: The committee do not clearly understand what those 
reservations as to the other 6d. can possibly mean. Does it mean when 
you have casualties, or what? 

Mr. Hore Scort: I will read the section of the Act of 1860 relating to 
this matter. It is section 40:—‘ No company shall advance the price of 
gas above the rate taken by such company on the Ist day of January, 1860, 
whenever such rate is at or above 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, unless there 
has been such increase in the cost of gas, or any other circumstances 
affecting the company, as will warrant such advance: Provided always, that 
before raising the gas-rate in any district the gas company supplying such 
district shall give notice of their intention to the local authorities of the 
district, and in some newspaper circulating within the district for two con- 
secutive weeks, at least one month before such alteration in the gas-rate 
shall be made; and in case any local authority shall within such month 
dissent from such alteration, it shall be determined by arbitration, in the 
manner hereinbefore mentioned, whether such alteration shall be allowed: 
Provided always, that no gas company shall charge for common gas sup- 
plied by them any sum exceeding 5s. 6d. for every 1000 cubic feet, or for 
cannel gas any sum exceeding 7s. 6d. for every 1000 cubic feet.” My sug- 
gestion is, that we substitute 4s. for 4s. 6d. in the prior part of this clause. 
You will remember, sir, that Dr. Letheby has suggested a mode of purifying 
—the only one which he can suggest as effectual, without causing a nui- 
sance—viz., first, the use of oxide of iron, which we now use, and after that 
the use of lime. He says that that would require more space, entail greater 
cost, and would justify a higher price being demanded for the gas on the 
part of the company. I mention that as an illustration of what the opera- 
tion of section 40 might be. 

Alderman Lusk: You wish that some of our friends might be in a worse 
position instead of a better, because some of the companies supply gas 


|| already at 3s. 4d. , 


Mr. Hors Scorr: They would continue to do that. The great safeguard, 
I think Dr. Letheby said, in one part of his evidence, was the dividend. 

Alderman Lusk: The public are now getting gas at 3s. 4d, and you 
would fix it at 4s. ? 

Mr. Horr Scortr: I should be happy to sell gas at 1s. ifI could get my 





10 per cent.; but as long as I do not = my 10 per cent. you must allow me 
to earn it by the price of my gas. The moment I have reached my 10 per 
cent., it is indifferent to me what becomes of the gas. I will sell it at what- 
ever price it may cost, after putting aside my dividend. 

Alderman Lusx: The consumer will naturally say, “ I do not care about 
your dividend, if I can get gas at 3s. 4d.” 

Mr. Hore Scott: The parties who are now charging 3s. 4d. can char 
4s, 6d. by the law as it stands. If you alter that 4s. 6d. to 4s., it is plain 
you do not induce them to raise the 3s. 4d. to 4s. 

Alderman Lusk: It leads one to suppose that you might all come down 
to 3s. 6d. 

Mr. Hors Scorr: I dare say, if the companies are let alone, that may be 
80; but if they are to be constantly harassed by parliamentary inquiries, 
and spend the money of the ratepayers in those inquiries, it is not likely 
that the reduction should go on so fast. 

The Cuarrman: You simply ask to retain the 40th clause, with the 


| alteration of 4s. instead of 4s. 6d. 


Mr. Hore Scorr: Yes. 

Mr. Woops: I do not apprehend exactly your meaning, as to the purpose 
for which the chemical board was to be constituted—what it was to do after 
it was constituted. I have no doubt it was my fault. 

Mr. Hope Scorr: To examine into the present modes of purifying gas, 
and to suggest better modes, if better modes can be found, to examine into 
Dr. Letheby’s way of testing for sulphur and other noxious substances, or 
any other modes of test and improvements that can be su If not, 
to decide upon which of the existing modes the public examiner shall test 
by. They may also have referred to them the principle upon which the 
illuminating power is to be tried, if that if that ie thought desirable. In 
fact, all those matters in which science is constantly making alterations, 
just as we find Dr. Letheby himself has, within the last few years, found 
that alterations of considerable moment have occurred to him. These 
matters would come before the board, and from time to time they would 
have an opportunity of going into these questions, and thus remove them 
from the area of parliamentary contest, and of doing that which is fair and 
just to both parties. 

Mr. Woops: Would not the effect of that be that we should now write 
a report determining the modes of testing, determining the number of 








candles, and the kind of burner to be used; and after having done that, the 





board would re-open the whole question, so that our sitting here would be 
perfectly useless? 

Mr. Hope Scort: I think not. 

Mr. Woops: It appears to me to be simply adjourning the question to 
another day. 

Mr. Horz Scorr: It would not be adjourning it to another day. You 
have sufficient evidence before you at present. 

Mr. Hartiey: I may say I dissent from my friend altogether. I think 
it is the only practical mode of arriving at the question. It is impossible 
that we can define in an Act of Parliament the mode of testing. 

The CuatrMAN: Mr. Hope Scott makes three propositions, upon three 
heads, out of the five submitted to him; upon the other two I suppose they 
propose to call witnesses. 

Mr. Hore Scott: Yes. 

The Cuarrman: I think it will be advisable to take the opinion of ‘the 
committee upon these propositions. 

Mr. Weester: I should like to make some observation upon the subject, | 
It is a matter of considerable importance, and several objections struck me 
at the time; but I do not think I ought to be called upon now. 

The CuatrMan: If you intend to offer any observations, it may be ad- 
visable to go into the other two heads, the penalty and the reserve-fund, | 
and take evidence upon them. 

Mr. Wesgster: I have advisedly abstained from making any observations 
upon those points. Itis right that my friend indicates the course he in- | 
tends to take. I think he should now go on with the other part of the | 





case. 
The CuatrMan: There can be no objection to that. 
Robert Baxter, Esq., examined by Mr. DENtson. 


I am acting as solicitor to the thirteen gas companies. I acted as their | 
solicitor in the inquiry of 1860, and conducted the case in the absence of | 
counsel. The 29th clause of the Metropolis Gas Act provides that “if the) 
gas supplied by the gas company be at any time of less illuminating power | 
or of less purity than according to this Act it ought to be, the gas company | 
shall for every such offence, on a summary conviction before a police | 
magistrate, forfeit a sum not exceeding £50; and also in addition to that | 
penalty, and whether that penalty be recovered or not, a further sum of | 
£10 for every day after notice in writing from the local authorities during | 
which the offence continues; provided that such police magistrate shall not | 
convict under this section if it shall be proved to his satisfaction that such | 
defect of gas was occasioned by any unavoidable cause or accident.” The | 
80th clause says: ‘“‘ The examiner, on payment to him of affee of 10s. 6d. by 
any consumer, shall, at his request, examine and report to him on the illu- 
minating power and the purity of the gas supplied as hereinbefore men- 
tioned, and any consumer may make complaint to any magistrate with 
respect to the illuminating power or purity of the gas ‘supplied to the com- 
plainant, and proceed thereon according to the provisions of this Act.” The 
companies are therefore liable to the penalty of £50 if they do not keep 
the gas at the proper illuminating # pee and purity. The person who 
makes the charge has to prove it. He may have his own chemist to do it, 
and unless contrary evidence be offered the magistrate, upon the evidence 
of his own chemist that he has examined the gas and does not find the 
illuminating power to be right, or that there is more sulphur or other im- 
purity than is allowed, would convict. The gentlemen who came here and 
said they had a difficulty in proceeding because no examiner had been ap- 
pointed, were perfectly mistaken in point of law. There is no difficulty 
whatever; it is the simplest thing in the world. You only have to get a 
summons from a police magistrate, and have the gas examined by a com- 
petent man. Upon that examination the charge is founded; he gives the 
proof, and unless that proof is contradicted by some man more competent 
than the witness brought by the consumer, the magistrate will of necessity 
convict. It is not the case of an action or a trial by jury, but a summary 
conviction before a magistrate. If an examiner had been appointed, the 
only difference it would make is that probably the magistrate would say, 
“this person has been officially appointed, and therefore I have more reli- 
ance upon his evidence than upon that of the person selected by the 
individual who makes the complaint.” In that case the gas companies 
would, no doubt, be entitled to bring chemists of their own to contradict 
the official examiner. It would be a question of evidence to be brought out 
between the examiners, official or private, on the one side, and the companies 
chemist on the other. The process on the part of the consumer is perfectly 
simple in those cases where examiners are appointed. If any consumer in 
the district pays 10s. 6d., he can get a copy of the examiners report, and he 
is entitled to take the examiner before the police magistrate. Upon proof 
of any defect of illuminating power or purity, the magistrate must convict, 
unless the company can show that there is some mistake. The companies 
of course must have the opportunity of appearing and giving evidence on 
their own part, in the event of the examiner being mistaken. There is 
really no other expense connected with the inquiry than the summons} 
before the magistrate, the attendance, and hearing witnesses. It is the 
cheapest kind of inquiry in this country, to go before a magistrate and get 
a conviction. I know the case referred to by Dr. Letheby, in which the 
City Commissioners of Sewers sought to enforce the Act. The summons 
was, in the first place, taken out before a magistrate who was himself a 
Commissioner of Sewers, who, finding that he would be adjudicating in a | 
matter in which he was, as a commissioner, one of the complainants, de- | 
clined to go on with the case. On the second occasion, the missioners | 
of Sewers again complained, and made their own clerk sign the information, | 
so that they were the complainants and the parties summoning the com- | 

y to answer the complaint, which was just as if the te had | 
made a complaint and his own clerk summoned the offender. That was 
objected to by Mr. Coleridge, and the magistrate ruled that it was fatal in 
point of form, and there the matter dropped. It was competent for them 
the next day to take out a summons in the proper form and on with 
the case again; but they did not do so. I apprehend there a 4 not have 
been the slightest difficulty, so far as form goes, in adopting the proper 
form to prosecute that inquiry. I am acquainted with the 32nd section of 
the Act, which gives the magistrate power to make any order as to costs, 
so that the parties cannot complain of having even that risk. The clause 
also goes further than that, and contains powers that are not generally 
given to magistrates. It provides that “the magistrate may direct that 
any specific acts shall be done by the gas companies for removing the 
ground of ee which is a power answerable to that df a ma us 
in the Court of Queen’s Bench. The conviction is a summary one, and I 
believe there is no appeal from it. The clause says, “all orders so made 
shall be final and binding on all parties.” I cannot think of anything else 
that would give more power to the magistrate than these clauses. Mr. 
Sotheron Estcourt, who was chairman of the committee on that occasion, 
said: “ We shall enforce these provisions in the strictest manner possible,” 
and a plan was devised by which the consumer may complain before 
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a magistrate and get a conviction; next, any local authority may go to 
| the courts and complain; and the Secretary of State may take action; 
and lastly, the Secretary of State may direct the Attorney-General 
'to prosecute the companies. All those provisions are in the Act. 
The clause that refers to the action by the Secretary of State is the 7th:— 
“If at any time complaints as to quantity or quality of the gas supplied by 
|any company be le to the Secretary of State, by memorial in writing, 
|from the Metropolitan Board of Works, or any vestry or district board of 
works, signed by their clerks respectively, or not less than 20 inhabitant 
householders paying rates for and supplied with gas by any such company, 
it shall be lawful for the said Secretary, at any time within one month of 
the receipt of such complaint, to appoint a competent person as inspector, 
to inquire into and concerning the grounds of such complaints and to report 
to the said Secretary thereon.” The inspector is to give notice of his 
appointment, and if any one interferes with or obstructs him, he is to pay a 

nalty of £10. Then there is to be a notice of the complaint, if well 
‘founded, upon which the company are required within a reasonable time to 
remove the grounds of complaint; and clause 12 states:—“ Every gas com- 
pany shall in all things obey the orders of the said Secretary, made in 
pursuance of this Act, and in default of their so doing they shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding £50 for each offence;” and clanse 13, says:— 
“ All the costs, charges, and expenses of and incident to any inquiry and 
decision of the said secretary under this Act, shall from time to time be 
| borne and paid by such parties as the said Secretary of State shall direct; 
and such decision may upon an ex parte application be made a rule of any 
of Her Majesty’s superior courts of law at Westminster.” These are clauses 
quite independent of the inquiry before the magistrate. The power thus 
given to the Secretary of State has been acted upon in only one instance— 
that of the Independent Gas Company. A complaint was made to the 
Secretary of State that the gas supplied by them was impure; the Secretary 
of State immediately appointed an inspector, Dr. Letheby, who within a 
few days made his report. Within four days of his report the Secretary of 
State issued his order; but, rapid as the mode of proceeding was, the matter 
was remedied before the order was issued to the company. In that case 











the process prescribed by the Act entirely answered the purpose. I think 
the company paid the cost of the inquiry, the order of the Secretary of State 
showing that there was good ground of complaint. He ordered the com- 


any to remove that cause of complaint and to use greater caution in puri- 
‘ying. The excuse on the part of the company was that their purifiers were 
exceedingly out of order at the time, but they had remedied the defect before 
they were ordered todo so. The date of that inquiry was January 4, 1865. 
The vestry of St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, made the complaint, and it arose, as I 
have said, from one of the purifiers being out of order at the time, so that 
there was accidentally an access of sulphur in the gas. Nothing can be 
more easy to put in execution, or nothing more practical when put in 
|execution, than the application to the Secretary of State; the inspector is 
appointed; he tests the gas at once; he finds whether the impurity is there, 
j and, if it be so, the companies are subject to remove it; if they do not obey 
| that order instantly, they incur penalties from day to day, and may be pro- 
| secuted by the Attorney-Generai. Jn more stringent cases, the 45th clause 
| may be put in action: “If, and whenever it appears to the Secretary of 
' State that avy of the provisions of this Act have been violated or not com- 
plied with on the part of any gas company, or that the gas company is act- 
ing in a manner unauthorized by law, and if it appears to him that it would 
| be for the public advantage that the gas company should be restrained from 
so acting, or compelled to do some act for remedying the wrongful act done 
by them, the Secretary of State may certify the same in writing to Her 
Majesty’s Attorney-General; and thereupon he, if he be so advised, shall 
proceed by information, bill, or action, or other such proceeding at law or 
In equity, as the case requires, to restrain the wrongful action or to compel 
the doing of the acts for remedying the wrongful action: Provided always, 
that the Secretary of State shall not give the certificate at a period exceed- 
| ing one year after the committing of the offence specified in the certificate.” 
| There has been no occasion to put this provision into force, but it may be 
| put in force, and the information by the Attorney-General is by no means 
| a thing to be despised. It is one of the strongest forces of the law that can 
be brought to bear upon the offender, and may result in an injunction from 
| the Court of Chancery, a mandamus from the Court of Queen’s Bench, or an 
information in the nature of an indictment. The 47th clause gives even 
more power to the magistrates: “ Every magistrate shall, for the purposes 
of this Act, have full jurisdiction and full powers and authorities over the 
parties respectively: and with respect to making orders on the parties 
respectively and otherwise; and as to costs; and may issue every such 
summons, warrant, and other process; and may take such other proceed- 
ings as he thinks requisite: and the service of any summons, notice, order, 
or other process in the matter,on such person, or in such manner as a 
| Magistrate directs, shall be good service thereof; and every magistrate may 
proceed singly in the execution of this Act in such manner as he thinks 
proper.” These clauses exhaust what may be called the penalty powers of 
the Act. With reference to the supply of the public lamps, the 37th clause 
is to this effect: “The gas company shall not charge a higher price by the 
1000 cubic feet for gas supplied to any local authorities than the lowest 
rate by the 1000 cubic feet from time to time charged by them to any pri- 
vate consumers, otherwise than by special contract in writing, in the dis- 
trict supplied by the gas company;” and the 38th clause is this: “If any 
difference arise between the local authorities and the gas company, with re- 
spect to any alteration in the test, or to the rate to be charged for gas supplied, 
or for lighting any public lamp, the difference shall be referred to and be 
determined by arbitration, in the manner prescribed by the Companies 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, with respect to the settlement of disputes 
| by arbitration.” I am not aware that there has been any demand upon any 
| Of the companies to settle these matters by arbitration. There is not the 
least difficulty in having arbitration enforced; it is a matter continually 
| going on between railway companies and other parties; it is constantly in 
action, and is found to be efficient. 1 have had great experience in these 
matters. An award can be made by an arbitrator to guide and bind the 
companies for years to come. It relates to a series of lamps for which the 
parish may be paying £500 or £1000 a year, and if they think they have 
not light enough, or that they are paying too much, they may refer the 
matter to arbitration, and what the arbitrator settles will be binding upon 
the company for all time, until another arbitrator is called upon to vary it. 
It seems to me a very practical way of settling the matter. 

The Cuarrman: It has never been adopted. 

By Mr. Woops: The matter to be settled by arbitration would be the 
manner of supply and the price. There is no provision in this clause to 
enable the arbitrator to measure in any way the quantity of gas. supplied. 
The company are bound to provide meters if the public authority ask for 
them; but the difficulty lies here: each lamp communicates with the 
general main, so that you cannot have a meter tliat will measure more than 
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one lamp. If the lamps had a main pipe of their own, and you conld put a 
meter at the end, so as to measure 20 or 50 lamps by one meter, there would 
}~ no difficulty; but as each lamp is upon the main you must have a meter 

r each. 

By Mr. Denison: The reserve-fund is formed under the 31st section of 
the Gas-Works Clauses Act, which provides that, “If the clear profits of 
the undertaking in any year amount to a larger sum thanis sufficient, after 
making up the deficiency in the dividends of any previous year, as afore-| 
said, to make a dividend at the nee rate, the excess beyond the sum 
necessary for such purpose shall from time to time be invested in Govern- 
ment or other securities, and the dividends and interests arising from such 
securities shall also be invested in the same or like securities, in order that 
the same oy | accumulate at compound interest, until the sum so formed 
amounts to the prescribed sum, or if no sum be prescribed a sum equal to 
one-tenth of the nominal capital of the undertakers, which sum shall form 
a reserve-fund to answer any deficiency which may at any time happen in 
the amount of divisible profits, or to meet any extraordinary claim or 
demand which may at any time arise against the undertakers; and if such 
fund be at any time reduced, it may thereafter be again restored to the said 
sum, and so from time to time as often as such reductions shall happen.” 
Then clause 32 says that the company shall not take money out of that 
fund to answer extraordinary purposes except under an order by two 
justices. Then comes the 33rd clause, which says that when the reserve- 
fund shall have reached the amount of one-tenth of the capital, the dividend 
and interest shall go into the coffers of the company as part of their divi- 
sible profit, and the price of gas must be reduced. 

By Mr. Morrison: The company can themselves, by their Act, take as 
much money from the reserve-fund as will be necessary to make up their 
dividend to 10 per cent., but they cannot take enything from it for extra- 
ordinary contingencies except by the order of two justices. 

By Sir W. Gattwey: The order is required in case of any extraordinary 
claim or any accident; for instance, the bursting of a gasometer which 
may entail the laying out of £4000 or £5000. The money taken out of 
the reserve-fund for that purpose would be replaced gradually out of their 
annual profits. It would not apply to the purchase of land and plant; they 
would have to be paid for out of capital. 

By the CHarrman: I have a knowledge of the circumstances of the 
Wood Street accident, which caused so great aloss to the Great Central 
Company. That loss was made up out of annual earniugs because the 
company had not sufficient reserve for the purpose. They were obliged to 

divide the expense and spread it over several years, as they could not pay 
it off at once. In some of those years they paid 10 per cent. to their| 
shareholders. 

The CHarrman: I think in all of them according to the return before us. | 

Witness : I think they did not pay 10 per cent. every year. They had 
not a sufficient reserve-fund to pay the whole cost of the accident, there-' 
fore a part was taken out of the earnings annually. f 
The Cuarrman: In fact they did not give the consumers the benefit of 
the surplus profits. 

Witness : Yes; that is to say the surplus profits, after deducting the! 
losses, of course. Whoever carries on the works will be subject to loss. | 
Supposing those had been corporation works, the corporation would have) 
had to take £25,000, or whatever it was, out of their funds for the time,) 
and would have replaced it gradually out of profits, so that it would be the 
same thing exactly. 

Serjeant KinGLAKE: The excess of profit must be applied in reduction of 
the price of gas as soon as the reserve-fund is complete; not till then. | 

Alderman Lusk: It is “ Heads I win; tails you lose.” 

Witness : No; on the contrary, “ Heads, I lay by a reserve-fund; tails, I 
give you a reduction in the price of gas.” 

By Sir W. Gattwey: The companies could not obtain the sanction of 
two justices for the purchase of land out of their excess of annual earn-' 
ings, because the purchase of land is not an extraordinary expense. It can) 
only be applied to some such things as an accident, which brings a claim, 
upon the company i | were not prepared to meet, such as destruction of 
part of their works. The Act does not contemplate any part of the reserve- 
fund being applied to capital expenses. 

By Mr. Sranrtanp: The purposes are clearly and perfectly defined in 
the Act. The two things are, first to take care that the dividend is kept 
to 10 per cent., because when you reduce 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, it does 
not follow that you can make a dividend of 10 per cent. But if you have! 
a reserve-fund, there is to a certain extent a guarantee that the dividend 
shall not be reduced; and if you make a claim upon that fund to make up 
the dividend, you replace it as soon as the profits enable you to do so. 

By Sir W. Gattwey: When the works were first established they were, 
paid for out of capital, and if more land or plant is required it must be| 
pure! out of capital; they cannot purchase it out of excess of profits. | 
Any person who consumes gas can go to the quarter sessions, and they 
will appoint an accountant to look into the accounts and ascertain what 
are the profits of the company and what is their capital. If he ascertains) 
that the profits exceed 10 per cent., and that the reserve-fund is completed, | | 
then the quarter sessions have the power to say: “You shall reduce your} 
gas 3d., or 6d., or 1s. per 1000 feet,” so far as they can reduce it without’ 
diminishing the 10 per cent. They will make the best profit they can upon 
that, and the reserve-fund is employed to supply any deficiency in the 
dividends. 

By Mr. Morrison: Companies have sometimes increased their capital 
4 capitalizing profits without the authority of the Legislature, but it must 
ultimately come under the authority of Parliament. Before the public 
were in the habit of making complaints against the companies, they, like 
the old-fashioned ones that all of us who have passed a great many years 
in the world remember, did not so much care for making a large dividend 
as having a good reserve-fund and keeping their works in good order. All 
the old companies in London invariably spent money out of profits, having 
only paid 6, 5, or 4 per cent., never attaining the maximum. When they 
came for further capital they laid this before Parliament; it was investi- 
gated by the committee, and they were allowed to capitalize the money 
they had so spent; but they were only given sometimes 4, 5, or 6 per cent. 
upon these capitalized profits. If they had been wise in their generation 
and had sought to make the most of their money, they would have divided 
those profits and called up more capital, on which they would have got 10 

rcent. It was all in favour of the public that they did it, but the public 

ave taught them now to be more on their guard and to ask for capital 
from Parliament when they want to lay out fresh money. That is done 
every year. The companies have laid out no profits on capital account 
since 1860. 

Mr. Woops: You do not capitalize profits without applying to Parlia- 
ment. Is not the practical operation this—that the money due to the gas 
consumers in the way of reduction in the price of gas is turned into capital, 
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and then the interest on that, at 5 per cent., is paid into the hands of the 
original shareholders, so as to increase their real dividend above 10 per 
cent? 

Witness : That would be so if it were the fact that whenever they spent 
the profits as capital they were paying the full 10 per cent., but that never 
has been the case. I have been concerned for gas companies for the last 
ten years, and I have never known a case where they have paid 10 per 
cent., the full dividend, and yet spent money out of profits. 

Mr. Woops: Even though they were not paying 10 per cent. at the time 
when they capitalized their profits, they would have the power to make up 
their back dividends to 10 per cent. in future years? 

Witness : They would have had if the Act of 1860 had not passed; but 
that Act cut down that power, and the companies abandoned between 
£300,000 and £400,000 which they could have claimed under the Gas- 
Works Clauses Act, and which may be claimed by any other company in 
the kingdom. That was cut down by the Act of 1860, and given up for the 
benefit of the public. 

Mr. Woops: The particular effect of it would be this, to come back to 

the Wood Street fire. If the Great Central Company had been paying 10 
per cent. the compensation for the Wood Street fire would have been paid 
by the gas-consumers, and not by the Great Central Company. 
Witness : It is true that any accident of that kind happening to a com- 
pany that pays its full dividend will always fall on the consumer. It is 
incident to the business; it is like a bad debt that a tradesman makes: it is 
part of the a of his establishment, which he puts on the price of his 
goods. It will always be so; but the benefit to the public is when the 
companies are paying their full dividend, and a reserve-fund is formed, 
every further ps | of capital brings a much larger profit, and the reduc- 
tion in the price of gas becomes more rapid. Take the instance of two 
companies observed upon in this committee, the Independent and the South 
Metropolitan; they are furnishing gas at 3s. 4d. instead of 4s. Why is it? 
By an arrangement they were able to get a district of their own five years 
before the other companies, therefore pt have sooner come to their inaxi- 
mum dividend, put by their reserve-fund, and therefore have more rapidly 
reduced the price of their gas. If the gas companies are allowed to go on, 
you will find the price of gas coming down every year by the accumulation 
of profits. The committee must be aware that the quantity of gas delivered 
in London is very great; the quantity supplied to the large district of the 
Imperial is doubled every ten years, from the extension of buildings and 
the increase of inhabitants. Take another district, where you would not 
suppose there would be any increase—that of the Independent. Fully 
peopled as you think their district to be, their consumption increases 5 per 
cent. annually, and the quantity is doubled in twenty years. It is the 
quantity of gas that is sold that cheapens the price, if you keep the capital 
in the hands of one company, and let the mains already laid down be the 
purveyors of the increased quantity of gas to the consumers; but if you lay 
out fresh capital, and put down new mains, then the return upon the capital 
laid out is much less. The Imperial is now asking for a large sum of 
money. If they lay out another half million of money, they will send a 
great quantity of gas through the old mains, and the capital laid out on 
those mains will be doubly productive; the profits will therefore increase 
faster and the reduction will go on faster. 

Serjeant KryeLtake: You have the materials for increased production 
without much outlay. 

Witness : Exactly; that is the difference between a new company and 
an old one. 

By Mr. Denison: The reserve-fund is limited by the 31st clause of that 
Act. It cannot be begun until the dividends have reached the prescribed 
amount. It does not rest in the discretion of the company then; they must 
do it, but they have no right to do it before. In this respect we do not 
differ from any other companies in the kingdom. The only alteration in 
1860 was made against the gas companies, seeing that, while the country 
gas companies have the power of making up back dividends from their very 
first institution, the metropolitan companies can only make up their back 
dividends for the last six years; therefore there is about £350,000 that the 
London gas companies might have repaid themselves if the Act of 1860 had 
not been passed. When companies go to Parliament to capitalize profis, 
they are never allowed now to divide 10 per cent. upon the capital so 
created. It has become the practice to allow them only 7} per cent. upon 
it. Before the Act of 1860 was passed the companies had, by ageement 
between themselves, somewhat assorted the districts within the metropolis; 
the Act of 1860 perfected it. The only exception was in the case of the 
Great Central; they were the invading company; they came into the City 
of London, and there was a distinct competition going on between them 
and the Chartered and the City of London Company, and that competi- 
tion is going on still. 

Mr. SranILAND: It was stated by a witness, yesterday, that there were 
no provisions anywhere for ascertaining the amount of capital on which 
dividends should be paid, and that mixing up the accounts of income and 
expenditure and capital together, as sent in to the Secretary of State, it 
was perfectly impossible to ascertain, from a reference to these accounts, 
the amount of capital of each company. Will you be good enough to refer 
to that clause in the Gas Clauses Act which provides for the investigation 
of the concerns of companies with a view of ascertaining what their capital 
is, and explain your views as to its being sufficient for that purpose? 

Witness: The 35th section of the Gas Clauses Act states that, “the 
Court of Quarter Sessions may, on the petition of two gas ratepayers 
within the limits of the special Act, nominate and appoint some accountant or 
other competent person, not being a proprietor of any gas-works, toexamine 
and ascertain at the expense of the undertakers, the actual state and con- 
dition of the concerns of the undertakers, and to make report thereof to the 
said court.” He must necessarily ascertain how much is capital and how 
much is profit; he must state the amount of capital of the company in order 
to state their profits, and whether they have reached the proper amount 
or not. This is the method in which the capital will always be ascertained 
when gas consumers come for a reduction in the price of gas. Honourable 
members know that when a gas company comes into Parliament for a 
further capital, the state of their past capital is always investigated by the 
committee. They are obliged to lay before them a statement of their past 
capital; and then the question of whether they shall have further capital 
is determined by the committee before whom they come. There are several 
bills now before you, and when you come to them, if the promoters ask for 


| further capital you will inquire what it is at present, and when it has been 
};raised. You have the capital ascertained upon such application to Parlia- 


ment, and you have it investigated when an application is made at the 
sessions to have the price of gas reduced. 

Mr. StanrLanp: Do you think that that provision is ample for the pur- 
pose of distinguishing, y means of an accountant, between capital and 
dividends or expenditure 





“companies could not accept, and I opposed it and |substituted something 





Witness: You cannot possibly have a better mode of doing it. To appoint 
an accountant to investigate the matter is the only way by which you can 
settle what has been spent as capital and what belongs to profits. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WessTErR: I conducted the opposition to the bill 
of 1860. The bill was brought in by the ratepayers, and Sir John Shelley 
had the conduct of it. I came on behalf of the gas companies to oppose it. 
There were three years of inquiry; there was a select committee appointed 
in 1858, another in 1859, and there was the Metropolis Gas Bill itself, before 
a committee in 1860. Ata certain stage, it so happened that the clauses in 
that bill were adjusted by the agents, Mr. Wyatt and myself. I think 
there are not many of the clauses as they now appear that were prepared 
by me. _I will not undertake to say that there were none. The bill was 
prepared by Mr. Wyatt, adversely to the companies, and I had to fight it, 
clause by clause, before the committee. If I did prepare any clauses it was 
only in this way, that Mr. Wyatt had proposed some clause which the 


else for it. It is going too far to say that the bill in the end was adjusted 
to our satisfaction in this respect. The committee reported to the House 
certain resolutions which they had come to against the companies, and when 
the bill went back to the House of Commons the matter was debated and the 
bill was sent again to the committee to reconsider their resolutions. When they 
came to do so, it happened that counsel was not present at the moment; 
Mr. Estcourt would not admit of any delay, and I was obliged to take up 
the argument on behalf of the companies. Then Mr. Wyatt, with very 
great chivalry, said he would not call in his counsel, as the companies 
had not the benefit of theirs. I cannot, at this distance of time, tell what 
the clauses were that I objected to; there were a great many; but now 
that the bill has passed into law I do not object to it. I accept the clauses 
as they are, because I could not get any better. I should certainly say that it 
was not such a billas I would have promoted. I objected to certain clauses, 
and if 1 could have put away the whole bill itself I would have done so 
on behalf of the companies. There is certainly one desirable thing that 
has been settled by the bill—viz., the system of districting. Let the gas 
companies alone with the districting, and you will have gas cheapening 
every year, and it will not only be satisfactory to the companies but satis- 
factory to the public. The power to create a reserve-fund has afforded the 
companies the opportunity of making up back dividends; it was intended 
for that purpose. The metropolitan companies are restricted to six years 
as the period over which they may make up the arrears of dividend that 
have fallen below the rate fixed in the Act. Every other company in the 
kingdom with which I am acquainted have the power to make up their 
dividends without limit as to years. If they have been twenty years in 
existence, they may make up their dividends for that period. This is the 
first instance that has come under my knowledge in which a company has 
been limited. Since the passing of this Act the same limit has been imposed 
upon two or three other companies, but this was the first instance in which 
Parliament said, “ You shall not make up all your back dividends.” Under 
the Gas Clauses Act there is no limit in point of time. I have passed many 
companies bills, and I have never known any limit upon paying back divi- 
dends. With regard to the want of illuminating power in the gas supplied 
by the metropolitan companies, there have been no good grounds of com- 
plaint on the part of the consumers, As to the matter of purity, all I can 
say is, that I have had some considerable experience in chemical affairs, 
being connected for many years with the companies, and, as you ask my 
opinion, I venture to say that the chemical test as to purity is a very infirm 
one, and is not at all understood, not only amongst men like myself, but 
amongst the first chemists whom I have consulted. I have not heard 
complaints as to illuminating power except from private consumers, who 
come and say that the gas gives no light. I am a consumer myself, not 
only in my private house, but in school and mission rooms, and [ know 
many cases in which there has been a want of light, but it has always been 
traceable to the pipes, to the burners, or to the meters —¢.e., tothe apparatus 
which brings the gas from the mains, and is not the fault of the company. 
If the supply by the company were to fail in one instance it would ina 
thousand at the same moment. I do not know of an instance in which any 
application has been made to the justices with respect to the illuminating 
power and purity of the gas by a private consumer. The only case in which 
such an application has been made is the one I alluded to by the Commis- 
sioners of Sewers. There was also an application to the Secretary of State 
in the one instance to which I referred. It is the simplest thing in 
the world for a consumer to lay a complaint before a magistrate under 
the 3lst and 82nd sections of the Act; and when I hear of a con- 
sumer who says that for years he has been suffering from a deficiency of 
illuminating power and purity, and has never taken the trouble to com- 
plain to the company, I am surprised he has not gone to a magistrate. I 
believe no order has ever been made by a magistrate under the 32nd section, 
but that is no reason why there may not be. I say, as a lawyer, that it 
can be made. I think the clauses are sufficient for the purpose. I do not 
think it is the best of all possible things to have a penalty laid upon me at 
all, but I say there would be no difficulty in obtaining a conviction under 
this Act. If you were the gas company and I the complainant, I should 
have the greatest possible confidence in convicting you if the illuminating 
power of your gas was not what it ought to be. On an application before a 
magistrate for a conviction the evidence would have to be directed to the 
test of the illuminating power and purity, as defined in the 25th section. If 
that section does not properly define what the illuminating power and purity 
should be, there could be noconviction. It was thought desirable at the time 
the bill was before the committee that some officer of the company should be 
present at the time the examiner tested the gas, and therefore the three 
hours clause was put in for the purpose of enabling him to have notice; 
but in practice the companies have never enforced that clause. I under- 
stand they forego it. I do not ask the committee to retain that three hours 
notice; the companies are perfectly willing to let the examiners go in with- 
out any notice at all. I approve of the clause being retained, but I would 
not press it upon the committee. I think it is highly desirable when any 
experiments are taking place that the parties against whom they are made 
shall be present to see that they are properly conducted. If you could 
ensure that without notice, I would not ask for notice. The companies do 
not ask for it; they are willing to open their works at any time. I fully 
approve of the suggestion with regard to the appointment of a chemical 
board, to be paid by the gas companies. I am satisfied, from my inter- 
course with the first chemists of England, that at present the chemical ob- 
servations upon the testing of gas are exceedingly incomplete. When 
I have asked them to give me methods of testing, they have said, “ We 
must make an extended series of experiments before we venture to give 
you any recommendation.” 


The Cuairman;: Is it your own suggestion? 
Witness : Yes. 


By Mr. Wessrer: The chemical board for the time being would act 
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upon the present state of knowledge. I think it right that such a board 
should be paid by the companies, and appointed by the Secretary of State. 
Ithink—I know in fact—that the companies are so anxious that this 
matter should be set at rest between themselves and the public—that they 
are employing the propor mode of bps te the gas—that they would be 
thankful to have a board appointed entirely independent of themselves to 
prescribe how it could be done. The 37th clause of the Metropolis Gas 
Act, which limits the charge to the public lamps, was not introduced at my 
suggestion, it was imposed upon the companies by the committee at the 
suggestion of Mr. Wyatt. The words “ otherwise than by special contract 
in writing, were suggested by the companies in modification of the clause. 
They are very material words, but they do not suspend the operation of the 
clause. We have had here, what certainly astonishes me very much, parties 
complaining of the price charged to the public lamps, and in no one in- 
stance have they ventured to say that the companies are charging more 
than 4s. per 1000 cubic feet now. I could not recommend the companies 
to assent to a supply by meter with only one meter to every twelve lamps, 
because I know, as a fact, that where the same pressure exists on the main 
to each lamp, and you put a meter between the main and the lamp, there 
will necessarily be less gas burned at the lamp with the meter than is 
burned by a lamp without a meter. If the local authorities desire to be 
supplied by meter, they should be required to have a meter to every lamp. 
I consider that would be reasonable and proper. I think it would not be 
proper that the company should only be paid the same for the unmetered 
amps which burn more gas, as for the lamps in which the gas is filtered to 
the burner through a meter. 

Mr. Werster: Now I observe the 46th section of the Act says that 
“every order or conviction of any magistrate in respect of any such 

enalty” is subject to appeal; that I take it is an appeal to the Queen's 
—, It would first go to the quarter sessions, and then to the Queen’s 
ench 

Witness: Yes. The penalty, I apprehend, applies to the penaltics not 
specially provided for: “Every penalty imposed by this Act, the recovery 
and application of which is not otherwise specially provided for by this 
Act, shall be recovered on summary conviction.” 

Mr. WessTeR: Have you any doubt as a lawyer that if a conviction 
were cbtained by an individual against the companies that conviction 
could be taken up to the quarter sessions and the Court of Queen’s Bench? 
_ Witness: I see the 32nd section says that the particular conviction that 
is pointed to there “shall be final and binding on all parties;” I infer 
therefore as a lawyer, but of course my opinion may be wrong, that it 
could not admit of an appeal. The 46th section applies to every other 
penalty than that. Supposing there to be an appeal given under that sec- 
tion, if a company were convicted in a penalty of £50 the question of 
delay would amount to nothing. They could not go on keeping their gas 
below the proper purity; they might be convicted again the next day. 
An appeal against one conviction would not enable them to go on supply- 
ing bad gas intermediately. The fact of there being an appeal would not, 
in my opinion, prevent persons seeking to obtain a conviction before a 
magistrate. If I thought the companies had produced all the mischief to 
me which was described as having been done at Messrs. Morrison's esta- 
blishment, I should think no amount of money spent in the Queen’s Bench 
or elsewhere could for a moment be thought of in proportion to the evils 
complained of. On the hearing before the magistrate there would be of 
course the evidence of the chemist of the company as well as the chemist 
of the consumer. But then the chemist of the consumer tests the gas to- 
day, and goes before the magistrate to convict upon that test; it is a great 
chance whether the company have a test on that day or not, and if they 
have not, how can they contradict the evidence on the other side? 

Mr. WEBSTER: At all events, I think you will concede this to me, that 
the proceedings for the conviction would involve a very difficult and ela- 
borate inquiry on the part of the consumer. 

Witness: Just the elaboration of bringing half a guinea out of his pocket 
and paying the inspector, who must then make a report; that is all. 

Mr. WexssTER: Do you mean to say that any magistrate would convict 

in the absence of the company and their witnesses? 
_ Witness: Certainly not; but if a consumer goes to an examiner and 
gives him half a guinea, he is bound to make him a report, and then he 
can summon him before the magistrate to prove his report to be the fact; 
and upon that report the magistrate would convict, unless the company 
prove the contrary. 

Cross-examination continued: The inquiry would not be one of an ex- 
pensive character. The examination of the gas must, according to the 
25th section, be made at the appointed distance of 1000 yards. In the case 
of the Independent Company which has been referred to, where the vestry 
applied to the Secretary of State, I do not suppose they spent 50s. in the 
et inquiry, putting the Secretary of State in motion and obtaining a 
remedy. 

Re-examined by Mr. Denison: A cheaper mode of doing all this would 
be to provide that the magistrate should decide after hearing one side only, 
but that would not be according to English practice. It does not appear to 
me that any way can be invented in which he is to hear both sides, with- 
out having some such machinery as is provided by this clause, but I am 
not quite sure. I may say on behalf of the companies that they are quite 
willing the cheapest, speediest, and most practical mode of determining 
any of those questions that can be suggested shall be adopted. I believe 
the provision for testing the gas at a distance of 1000 yards from the works 
of the companies was suggested by the promoters of the bill of 1860; but I 
am not prepared to say that I distinctly remember. The 1000 yards pro- 
vision has nothing whatever to do with the testing of the purity of the gas. 
Dr. Letheby, in 1860, said he considered gas lost in illuminating power by 
travelling, and the 1000 yards was put in asa matter of fairness to the 
companies, so that if there was that loss in travelling the companies should 
not be answerable for it, if they produced the gas of a proper illuminating 
power at that distance. 


Alderman Lusk: We have had evidence to show that the gas does not 
deteriorate in quality? 


Witness : If the illuminating power at the end of six miles must be 
14 candles, it would have to be made about 17 at the works. The com- 
mittee will have to judge which it should be, but they are two very dif- 
ferent things indeed; you can make 14-candle gas out of Newcastle coal, 
but you cannot get a higher illuminating power from it. When Mr. Hope 
Scott said that the companies were prepared to give 14-candle gas, he meant 
14-candle gas tested very much under the same conditions as those pre- 
scribed by the Act of 1860. It was not intended to give 14-candle gas at a 
definite price at a distance of three or four miles; because if so you must 
add two or three candles to the quality of the gas at the works, which 
means gas from cannel coal. The 25th clause of the Act of 1860 is the 
clause under which Dr. Letheby has given evidence as to the impurity 











of the gas; there is no other clause which defines what the purity should 
be. He could have given the same evidence about the impurity if he had 
been taken before a magistrate by a consumer. Apparently he has found 
no difficulty in the matter, as he gave a report upon it when called upon 
by the Home Secretary, and I presume he gave evidence before the Com- 
missioners of Sewers when they sought to obtain a conviction in the City. 
One of the objects of the board of chemists that we suggest is to make the 
test as easy as ible, but particularly to see that everything that ought 
to be done for the purpose of purifying the gas isdone. We should wish 
the board to be composed of the first chemical men of the age, so that the 
ublic may be satisfied that everything that can be done isdone. The 
d would have two things to do, I conceive—first to look at the compa- 
nies works and operations, and see if they are using everything that ought 
to be used to purify the gas; having done that, they would ascertain, as 
chemists, what is left in the gas after every effort for purifying it has been 
tried; and then, supposing it to be 5 grains, 10, 15, 20, or 50 grains that 
they find still left, they, of course, would suggest a standard that there 
shall never be more than that, and then they would prescribe a test by 
which you shall ascertain whether it be there or not. As to the conviction, | 
the most simple mode is this: Dr. Letheby has suggested that you shall | 
have a board of examiners continually sitting and making experiments, | 
which shall be open to the company, and the et: would have their | 
board, which shall be open to the local authority. He proposes that there 
shall be a head chemist, and supposing the experiments of the local autho- | 
rities differ from those made by the company, the head chemist shall come | 
in and say who is right, his decision being final and binding on the com- | 
pany. The board of examiners, I apprehend, would have simply to pre-| 
scribe once, or if not for ever for a limited period. You might think it, 
expedient to recommend that the board be reconstituted every five years, ' 
so as to take advantage of the improvements of science; but when they | 
have made their report they have done with it. Then the testing of gas, 
continues day by day to ascertain the purity, and every day the residual | 
products are taken and analyzed. That is going on all the year round and 
every day, and must go on all the year round and every day, and for that 
purpose there will be an office to test the gas of each company, and a 
person continually at work testing it, reporting, and recording it. Then 
the board must have the power of defining the quality, because they are 
to search how far it can be purified and what ought to be the utmost 
amount of sulphur or other bad constituents left in the gas. The degree of 
purity must be left open to be determined in the future, unless the com- 
mittee should feel that their own knowledge of chemistry is such that they 
can now prescribe, in words and figures, the method of ‘purifying gas, and 
the quantity in grains of sulphur, and the quantity of ammonia that may 
be left in the gas. 

Mr. Denison: Iam going to clause 387. My learned friend asked you 
a question about those words “otherwise than by special contract in 
writing,” whether you — of them; but he, by accident or design, 
omitted to ask you why they were introduced. 

Witness: The reason for introducing them is that gas companies have to 
make special contracts. For instance, a man is consuming a great quantity 
of gas upon a very limited area of premises; with very little trouble or risk 
to the company, and they may say, “ We can afford to let that man have 
his gas at a less price than the consumer who takes a mere ordinary quan- 
tity.” They have no right to take advantage of the benefit which a customer 
who consumes a very great quantity within a very small area has a right to 
expect. That was the reason of the insertion of the words in the clause. 
If it had not been, the companies would have been limited very much in 
giving to large consumers the benefit of their large and condensed supply, 
so that they would lose, but the — lamps would not gain. 

Mr. Denison: There is one thing more, and that is the question upon 
clause 46, where « d learned friend thinks there is an appeal. In some 
things there certainly is. Now, first of all, you observed yourself that the 
appeal is only for such penalties as are not otherwise specially provided for 
in the Act. Beside those clauses I read you before, you will find in clauses 
9, | and 17, other penalties for which there is no special provision in the 
Act 





Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Denison: So that there is something for clause 46 to operate upon, 
besides those things mentioned in clause 32? 

Witness: Certainly. 

Mr. Denison: But there is a more material distinction than that. Clause 
32 gives the important power of making final orders independently of 
penalties—orders of things to be done? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. Denison: I think you will find nothing in clause 46 giving a power 
to appeal against any order except in respect of penalties? | 

witness ; It seems to me that it does most —e I think that upon 
the words of the Statute a magistrate may make final orders unappealable 
about anything that is done; but, as I said before, if the learned counsel 
who is opposing the companies can show any more clear method of defining 
the penalty, and recovering it with less expense and less trouble, only let 
_ suggest it,and Iam quite sure the companies would be willing to 
adopt it. 

Re-examination continued: In 1860 the accounts of the companies were 
very generally called for, and the return laid before the committee included 
the amount of the reserve-funds for the four previous years, and the capital 
besides. It is the general law of the kingdom that companies are allowed 
to make up their back dividends for an unlimited period; the restriction is | 
the exception, not only in point of law, but in point of practice. 

Mr. Woops: I believe since 1862 or 1863 no preferential railway dividend 
is payable backwards, is it? It must be paid out of the profits of the year? 

ttness ; With exceptional circumstances. 

Mr. Denison: It only applies to new capital, not to old. 

By Mr. Morrison: Clause 27 of the Metropolis Gas Act, with regard 
to testing the gas is equally binding on the local authorities as on the com- 
panies, but they have not acted upon it. The companies in every case have 
erected testing-houses according to the provision of that section. When 
the local authority do it they have to pay the expense, and also the salary 
of the officer, and it is the payment that creates the difficulty. The com- 
panies would not have the slightest objection to the local authorities having 
the control of the service-pipe from the main to the testing-house, if con- 
— by them important in reference to the examination of the purity of 
the gas. 

Mr. Morrison: Supposing a company are paying 10 per cent. dividend, 
and have a full reserve-fund, and a penalty is imposed upon them by a 
magistrate, who pays that penalty ? 

Witness : \t is like everything else; it comes out of the profits of the 
company, of course. 


Mr. Morrison: Then the consumers pay the penalty ? 
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Witness : That would be so as far as the money goes; but the moral con- 
sequence (if I may speak of moral consequence attaching to a company) of 
poe convicted often, or more than once, upon a matter of that kind, would 
be very serious to them. Upon their next application to Parliament, if it 
were shown that they had been convicted twenty or thirty times for de- 
fault, some other company would probably be let in to take their place— 
that is the penalty that hangs over them. 

Mr. Morrison: The companies have not received any convictions, and I 
do not think the corporation have suggested any mode of improving these 
clauses as to the mode of procedure at all? 

Witness: I have heard no suggestion on behalf of the companies. I am 
quite willing to welcome any suggestion that will make them more prac- 
tical, or make them more speedy or less expensive. 

Mr. Morrison: I understand you to say es think if the present Acts 
are not much interfered with, gas shares will be a very good speculation— 
they are all likely to pay up their income of 10 per cent.—and in that case 
there will be no objection to a continuous testing, such as Dr. Letheby 
described as taking place in Paris? 

Witness: None whatever. 

Mr. Denison: Our board is meant to be a continuous board, 

Mr. Morrison: Do you know of an instance in which Parliament has 
sanctioned competition between corporation gas or water works and the 
works of existing companies? 

Witness: 1 do not remember at this moment. Where corporations are 
in competition with people within their own boundaries, it would be a very 


| unequal and unfair competition. 


Mr. Morrison: I do not know whether it is a fair question to put to you, 
or whether it has ever been considered by the companies. Supposing it 
was suggested that anybody representing the inhabitants of London should 
treat with the companies for the purchase of their interest, would it be 
favourably received? 

Witness : Perhaps the honourable member is aware, from experience, 
that when a company is put into a position of owning and carrying on 
works, they are always unwilling to part with them, unless you can offer 
them a good pecuniary consideration. I dare say 30 years purchase would 
tempt all the companies. 

Mr. Morrison: Can you inform the committee what is the present posi- 
tion of the reserve-funds of the companies? 

Witness: I could furnish it to the committee, but I have it not before 
me now. 

Mr. Morrison: Do you claim to lay by a reserve-fund upon the deben- 
tureflebt, as well as upon the actual share capital? Supposing there are 
capitalized profits, or additional capital raised at 7} per cent. interest, do 
you claim to lay by a reserve-fund on this? 

Witness: Clearly that would be part of the capital; but it is very little 
consequence to the public how much reserve-fund is laid by, because when 
it is complete the income of the reserve-fund goes into the profits and 
reduces the price of gas; it is a very small matter. 

Mr. Mornison: I find by the returns to Parliament, in every instance, 
balances are carried on to the following year. That seems to imply that 
every gas company’s reserve-fund is fully completed ? 

itness : It is not so; the fact is that they make up the return to the 
Secretary of State at a given date, and in many of the companies they 
have not then paid the dividend, so that what would have disappeared if 
the dividend had been paid is carried over as balance. 

Mr. Morrison: In the return made on Mr. Moor’s motion, in the case of 
the Independent Company, the capital is a down at £150,000, In 1863 
they paid 10 per cent. upon that, or £15,000 clear? 

Witness : Yes; and 5 per cent. for back dividends. 

Mr. Morrison: I find that their share capital consists of only £120,000, 
and a the additional £30,000 is capital upon which only 7} per cent. is 

ayable. 
‘ Witness : I think the fact is, the reduction to 74 per cent. is not yet en- 
acted in the case of this company. 

Mr. Morrison: Have you examined the returns put in by Mr. Hughes? 

Witness: I have. 

Mr. Morrison: Are they correct ? 

Witness: There are some discrepancies in them. In very nearly every 
case he has understated the capital, and, as regards the Independent Com- 
pany, he has very much overstated the profits. He puts a balance of 
£14,000 into the year’s income, which was brought over. The column 
headed “ Per centage on share capital,” shows that every company have 
made a larger dividend than they are entitled to, which is not the fact. I 
do not think he has a column for what the companies actually paid, only 
what they have earned, 

Mr. Morrison; Would you be able to inform the committee what the 
capitals of the companies have been from time to time, what is the amount 
of interest they have paid out of their reserve-fund, and how far they have 
reduced the price of gas, as they have passed the 10 per cent. limit? 

Witness; Yes; I can get the return of the reserve-fund of each company, 
which probably would answer that question. 

Mr. Morrison: For instance, if you look at Mr. Hughes’s return, you 
will find in the South Metropolitan—the capital being put down as £191,000 
or single year they are stated to have put to their reserve-fund 
£20,000. 

Witness: I apprehend there he must have brought forward a balance 
standing to the fund before. 

Serjeant KineLake: Do you know any instance of any company having 
paid the 10 per cent. and completed the reserve-fund, in which the reduc- 
tion of the price of gas has been enforced by the quarter sessions? 

Witness : I do not know any case in which it has been enforced, but in 
the case of several of the London companies they have realized their 
reserve-fund, and they have at once reduced their price. 

Mr. Ricnarps stated that with regard to the capital of the Independent 
Company, the £150,000 represented as capital was £120,000 share capital 
and £30,000 debenture capital. The next column in the return showed 
the rate of dividend paid by them. They paid 83 per cent., and s0 on upon 
the £120,000 of their share capital, but upon the £30,000 they only paid 
4} per cent. 

Serjeant KixcLake: As I] understand your answer it is that there are 
| one or two companies who have first of all paid 10 per cent. and then 
realized the reserve-fund, after which the consumers have had the advan- 
tage in the reduction of gas from the surplus profits? 

Witness: Yes. 

Serjeant KisGLAke: Now with regard to another important matter, I 
understand your scheme would be this: that a chemical board shall be 
established who shall exercise all their ability for discovering what is the 
highest rate of illuminating power that can be reasonably given to gas in 








London, and that they should state what illuminating power should be 
age by the gas companies? 

Witness: Not the illuminating power; that should be prescribed by the 
committee, because they have sufficient practical experience upon that 
head; but it is the inquiries that involve chemical science, inquiries after 
impurities. We have no objection whatever to their turning their attention 
to the best mode of establishing what the illuminating power of the gas is. 
I would have that laid down with precision, so that all companies and per- 
sons in whose hands the testing is placed should apply the same process 
and none other. The board should apply their knowledge of science to 
laying down some definite mode whereby the impurity of the gas should 
be discovered, and the method of testing and the materials to be used 
should be defined and fixed by them. For a certain time these should be 
the tests whereby the gas should be tested by all persons whose business it 
is to test it. 

Alderman Lusk: Might I ask you if you think the public or the con- 
sumer exists for the benefit of the companies or the companies exist for 
the benefit of the public? 

Witness: The consumer exists for his own benefit, and the companies 
exist for the purpose of paying themselves 10 per cent. and then giving the 
surplus benefit to the public. I admit that the companies possess great 
privileges granted by Parliament, and that having those privileges they 
ought to be under stringent regulations. 

Alderman Lusk: You said it was a simple matter for a man to get at a 
company when he thought he had a wrong. You said he had nothing to 
do but to go to the examiner. What is a man to do when there is no 
examiner at all? We are inquiring into the operation of the Act of 1860, 

Witness : That would be entirely cured if you take Dr, Letheby’s sugges- 
tion of abolishing all other local authorities but the Commissioners of 
Sewers for the City of London, and the Metropolitan Board of Works for 
the other parts of the metropolis. Compel them to appoint examiners, and 
then you have the men to whom the consumer can authoritatively appeal. 

Alderman Lusk: You admit that the present Act is very defective in 
this case? 

Witness : No, I do not. 

Alderman Lusk: But here is the case of a poor man who has no remedy? 

Witness: If he is without a remedy it is because his local board have not 
obeyed the mandate of the Act of Parliament, which says the local board 
shall appoint an examiner, 

Alderman Lusk: But I sit here as a legislator, and I look to the good of 
the public and to the operation of the Act. Asa judge, I am to see 
whether the Act operates well or ill for the public. 

Witness: In the investigation you will find that the local authority has 
not done its duty, and therefore as a legislator probably you will think it 
as well to abolish the authority of the small local board, and vest that 
authority in a more central board that will obey the law. The conclusion 
that I arrive at is, that there must be a new Act if there is any alteration 
in the present one. 

Alderman Lusk: Now, you say it is avery simple thing for a man 
to go and fight in a court of law. My experience of courts of law is that 
it is not such a simple matter to go against a large company, more particu- 
larly when they have such an able solicitor as you are. You think it is a 
very simple thing? 

ttness : I should be very sorry to be put on my defence, you being the 
accuser. 

Alderman Lusk : Now, take one of the districts where there is a just 
cause of complaint against a company. Is it an easy matter for him to go 
into a court of law? 

Witness ; A quiet man would not go into a court of law about it, but we 
have had gentlemen in the chair in which I am now sitting, in the course 
of last week, to whom it seemed a great delight to do it; and my astonish- 
ment has been that they have not taken that mode of agitating instead of 
troubling the committee here, by occupying their time in giving evidence. 

Alderman Lusk: But should not a quiet man have justice from the 
companies ? 

ttness ; Certainly; the quieter the man is the more secure he ought 
to be in the possession of his right. 

Alderman Lusk: You know a man may get his watch and pocket- 
hankerchief stolen in the street, and rather than take the trouble and 
bother of going to a court of law, he will let the thief get away altogether. 

Witness : No doubt about it. 

Alderman Lusk: And many a man who receives injury from the com- 
panies, rather than be bothered in a court of law, would leave them alone 
altogether ? 

Witness : No doubt; but if I wish to be submissive and not to enforce 
my rights, would not you allow me to do it? 

Alderman Lusk: But we want to make a law so that the poor man may 
be able to enforce his rights. 

Witness: I assume that the provisions of the law are such; and I say, 
on behalf of the companies, distinctly, if any one can suggest a mode by 
which the matter can be more perfectly dealt with, they will welcome the 
suggestion. 

Alderman Lusk: You mention that a man might appeal to the Secretary 
of State; now that is a dreadful mode of getting at anything in a round- 
about way. 

Witness : I am afraid you have not looked at the provisions of this Act 
of Parliament. In the case I have quoted, the vestry made an application 
to the Secretary of State, and immediately the Secretary of State was put 
in motion, he sent for Dr. Letheby, who went to the works, reported upon 
them, and in a few days the Secretary of State made the order. The party 
complaining would not have to attend at all, nor pay one single sixpence 
for all that was done. 

Alderman Lusk: You said that if the public let the companies alone, 
they would soon have gas cheaper? 

Witness : I have no doubt about it at all. . 

Alderman Lusk: Do you think if the public had allowed the East India 
Company to keep their monopoly, you would have had tea cheaper? 

ttness: The gas companies are very much nearer home, and they have 
very much more watchful eyes upon them. The civic authorities particu- 
larly keep a keen eye upon them, and they therefore dare not do what, 
perhaps, the East India Company, having their possessions at so great a 
distance, and with a Legislature very unwilling to interpose in East Indian 
affairs, would have ventured to do with impunity. 

Alderman Lusk: Do you know any case where any of the ameliorations 
which we have obtained in modern times would haye been granted, if the 
public had lain still and been content? 

Witness : I do not at all quarrel with the agitation which has arisen; it 
will no doubt lead the public to be satisfied with what they have been so 
much inclined to complain about; and, when they know that that ancient 
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institution, the City of London, has come forward for their defence, and 
has investigated the matter, and that a large committee from the House of 
Commons have been kind enough to sit patiently to hear the matter, no 
doubt they will be then satisfied that justice is done, and the gas companies 
may go quietly about their business without any further expense or 
disturbance. 

Alderman Lusk: But, seeing the public are told that they might get gas 
at 3s. per 1000 feet, in abundance and of first-class quality, do you think it 
is wrong for them to make some agitation, and try to get the companies to 
bring the price down? 

itness: It is quite right for the public to get gas as cheaply as ow can; 
but, wanting to have it — they first ask the corporation of London to 
lay out more capital, upon which there must be interest paid, and they 
interrupt the flow of profits to the companies, which lead to a reduction of 
price. I have no doubt that, 10 years hence, if we live as long and the 
supply of gas goes on as at present, you will have it very nearly at that 
standard price throughout the City. 

Alderman Lusk: | am not speaking about the City of London at all; I 
am speaking about the metropolis. I say that the public in the metropolis 
know that in Manchester and fifty other places they can make gas and sell 
it at a fair profit for 3s. per 1000 feet. Do you not think the public have 
aright to see about getting their present price reduced in some shape or 
another ? 

Witness : What you want the public to understand—and the public is 
not very quick at understanding—is this: that the circumstances of those 
places differ from the circumstances in London; that, were these companies 
in London, and under the circumstances the London gas companies are 
placed, they could not make gas cheaper than the London gas companies 
do. I have this broad fact before me, which, as a man accustomed to the 
business of life, I place great value upon: here are 13 distinct companies, | 
each one trying to make gas cheaper than another, because the company | 
that makes the cheapest gas has the best credit, and the more the stock of 
the company is worth. If I find 13 great companies doing their best to 
economize, and they cannot pay their way upon less than 4s., I am satisfied 
it cannot be done; and if any man comes and tells me, “I will do it for 
2s. 6d.,” I know that it will be like the gentleman in the chair yesterday, 
who, when he was asked what dividend he paid, said he paid in five years 
one dividend of 3 per cent. upon part of his capital. 

Alderman Lusk: I happen to have a little knowledge of the world, and 
if a man tells me he can give me a thing at 2s. 6d. a pound, or a foot, in 
abundance, as much as I please, I do not ask the other man what he can 
produce it for at all, but 1 say to him, “ You do not produce Fy ena 

Witness: As a man of the world you would not only ask, “ Will this man 
give me any gas to-morrow,” but “ will he give it me continually?” Now you 
had such a man in this chair yesterday, who said, “I undertook to supply 
the Great Western Company at 2s. 10d., and I have done it ;” he was asked 
what he nad made of it, and it was just this, that in five years he had paid 
one dividend of 3 percent. Now that man cannot live; that institution 
cannot go on; he will cease to supply gas to the Great Western Company, 
and there will be an end of it. Then if you have been stopping the profits 
of acompany that could cheapen its gas if it were left alone, you are 
raising the price of gas against yourself by the very effort to reduce it. 
You cannot have a thing purchased for less money than it costs, and if you 
have 13 companies upon a large scale, wXh men of first-class ability ap- 
plying all their talent to produce cheap gas, it is very unlikely that any 
individual can produce it cheaper than they can. 

Alderman Lusk: But people say they can guarantee to produce gas at 
“ — cubic feet or less in the metropolis, and in any quantity you 
please 

Witness : You had that. illustrated in the case of the Great Central Com- 
pany; they undertook, by solemn deed and covenant, to furnish gas to the 
City at 4s. per 1000, but when they came to mea little before the Act of 
1860, they told me they could not pay their way, and could not do it. The 
question was debated before the committee of 1860 (the City of London 
were here watching the proceedings), and the question was, should the 
be allowed to raise their price from 4s. to 4s. 6d.? The chairman said, 
“ Why should you make this company an exception? ” 

Alderman Lusk: It can be done, at Brighton for example; why cannot it 
be done here? 

Witness: I do not pretend to understand the price of Jabour or the price 
of coals in Brighton. 

Alderman Lusk: Do you think that some of the London companies have 
an excessive capital ? 

Witness: That depends upon what you mean. by “excessive capital.” 
If you ask me whether, if the works of any one of the companies were to 
be made anew, at the cheapest cost of construction, the capital required 
would not be so great as that already existing, I dare say they could be 
built 4 a cheaper rate than the sum which they have spent as their capital 
upon them. 

Alderman Lusk: If they erect too many works, and inefficient works, is 
it fair that the public should have to pay for them? 

Witness : The fact is, in every gas company—I know them all in London 
—they have not erected too many, but too few; they are enlarging them 
every year, and they have done it very efficiently too. We have a large 
gas establishment within 300 yards of the Houses of Parliament here, and 
nobody knows of its existence, and they do it so well and so perfectly, that 
nobody knows there is a gas establishment there. 

Alderman Lusk: You mentioned a little time ago something new to me 
altogether—that the companies would not offer to supply 14-candle gas 
beyond 1000 yards from their works. Then supposing | am a consumer at 
a greater distance, I do not get 14-candle gas? 

Witness ; You would not, supposing the theory be correct that the illu- 
minating power diminishes by travelling. I have heard Dr. Letheby state 
before the committee that he believed gas travelling three miles would lose 
2 candles. I think he modified that opinion considerably; but there is a 
very strong opinion that it does deteriorate; so that if the works were re- 
moved six miles from London it is a serious question what would be the 
illuminating power at the end of that distance? 

Alderman Lusk: Here is the case of a company who have increased 
their capital of £900,000 by expending out of profits £300,000 for purposes 
to which capital is properly applicable. Is that the way the companies 
use the reserve-fund 

Witness : No; that was in days when they did not form a reserve-fund. 
In my early days companies used to pay very small dividends and lay out 
the remainder of their profits in the improvement of their works. That 
was the habit of companies fifty years ago, but it is not their habit now. 
The Act you refer to, passed this session, authorizes the capitalizing of 











profits which were expended some considerable time ago. Parliament does 
not allow the same interest upon capitalized profits as upon the original 
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share capital; and I think you will see that with a limited interest fixed 

on it, it is all for the benefit of the public. If £100,000 out of profits is laid 

out in works, no interest is charged upon that until the company get to) 
Parliament to capitalize it, which may be ten years hence. Meanwhile | 
what would have been paid as dividend on that amount is not charged, 
against the public at all. The company lose the dividend until they come | 
to Parliament to capitalize it. 

Alderman Lusk: But the public never get the gas reduced, because the | 
company always endeavour to lay it out in works or something else, and 
then in a little while it becomes capital and they get 73 per cent. on it. 

Witness: They cannot do it now; the quarter sessions will interpose. 
As long as they were only paying 5 per cent. and were authorized to pay 
10 per cent., they might lay out the other 5 per cent. on their works; but 
now they are paying themselves 10 per cent. they cannot a out half the 
profit by way of capital. The companies have all reduced their price, and 
the effect of that is a saving to the consumers of £200,000 a year. Some 
companies reduced the price before last year, others at that time, and | 
I think there are one or two companies whose reduction only commenced 
this year. The average reduction caused by the Act of 1860 is fully 6d. 
per 1000 feet, and that is equal toa saving of £200,000 a year, which the 
public of the metropolis now gain by the operation of that Act. 

Mr. Morrison: We have it in evidence that the immediate effect of the 
Act of 1860 was to raise the price 6d. 

Witness: Upon the Great Central Company it was. That company took 
an Act under the advice of the corporation of London, and assisted by the 
corporation, and they bound themselves by deed to the corporation to | 
supply the City for ever at 4s. They got early into trouble—they could 
not make their gas and pay their dividend—and when the Act of 1860 was 
passed it became a serious question whether they should be left under that 
incapacity to charge more than 4s.,or whether they should be able to} 
charge what the other companies did. The committee determined that 
they would not make an exception of this one company, and that it should 
be allowed to charge 4s. 6d.; but now they have gone to 4s. legitimately— 
they have paid 10 per cent., and have reduced their price to 4s. As a prac- 
tical man, [ do not think the companies could produce gas cheaper than 
they do now. The cheaper they can make it the more valuable their stock 
> and, as I say, there are thirteen companies striving who can produce it 
cheapest. 

ro Lusk: Is it a notorious fact that since the Act of 1860 the 
shares of the gas companies have gone up immensely ? : 

Witness : Certainly, and they ought to do so, It is just when a gas 
company are paying a full dividend, and their prices are good, that the 
—— saving will occur to the public, because they cannot add to the 
dividend. 

Alderman Lusk: Do you think 10 per cent. isa fair dividend where a 
man hasa gy oe 

Witness: It is a fair price when a man has to go into an adventure. If 
you guarantee me 6 per cent. I will be very thankful for it, but if I incur 
any risks J ought to have the chance of making a larger profit. 

By Mr. Morrison: When fresh capital is raised it is always issued to the 
holders of old shares. I do not think if it were issued to the public it could 
be disposed of above par. It is not the fact that where profits are capi- 
talized the gas consumers provide the capital, and the interest on that 
capital goes to the shareholders of the company. If you are paying 10 per 
cent. yourself, which is all you are able to pay, you cannot lay out one 
shilling of profit as capital. If you are paying 5 per cent., and choose to 
lay out the other 5 in capital, and let it go on from year to year till it be- 
comes £30,000 or £40,000, and then get it made into capital, what you have 
done for the public is this—you have not asked them for any interest upon 
the profits thus laid out until the period when you come to Parliament to 
capitalize it. That is a direct benefit to the consumer, because you might 
have put it into your pocket as part of your legitimate profit. Having laid 
it out in capital, however, you are entitled to have it recognized as capital. 
That is done with two limitations—first, you do not get the back interest 
upon it; and next, Lord Redesdale _ upon it a reduced dividend. I 
think the Imperial capitalized some £400,000, receiving only 4 per cent. for 
ever upon that amount of capital. 

Mr. Burke said he did not know whether this was exactly the kind of 
evidence he should desire to produce after the intimation received from the 
committee as to the course of the inquiry. The companies had a great 
deal of evidence which they were prepared to produce to rebut the evi- 
dence of the different tradesmen called before the committee, but he 
doubted whether, after the intimation they had received, they ought not to 
dispense with it. If, however, the committee would like to hear it, they 
were quite ready to proceed. 

The CHAIRMAN said he understood that, on the part of the companies, it 
was proposed, if the committee should recommend it, that a medical board. 
be appointed; that the standard of illuminating power be raised to 14 
candles (upon that point he would take the opinion of the committee); 
and that the maximum price should not exceed 4s. 

Mr. Burke said those were the three concessions made by Mr. Hope 
Scott in the morning. 

The CuarrMan said the only other point they were taking evidence 
upon was the question of the reserve-fund, which Mr. Baxter had gone into 
so largely that he thought they hardly required any more witnesses. 

Mr. Burke said, if the companies had at any time an intimation from 
the committee that they were satisfied on any point, they would not seek 
to burden the case with evidence. 

The CHarrMan said that he did not think there was any other point 
that they could examine witnesses upon. As far as he gathered from the 
committee, they were satisfied, as far as the evidence had gone. 

Mr. Burke said there was just one remark he wished to make, in order 
that it might go on the notes. Receiving that intimation from the com- 
mittee, they would feel it their duty, of course, to limit their evidence in 
accordance thereto. On the other hand, if they had not received an inti- 
mation from the committee, that they were satisfied with the evidence under 
this point, there being a large body of evidence brought forward on the 
other side, they would have felt it their absolute duty to rebut that evi- 
dence, in order that the parties on the other side should not be able at 
their meetings elsewhere to say: “ We have given a large body of evidence 
which has not been rebutted at all;” but if they received an intimation 
from the committee, of course that was the guide as to the course they 
should adopt. 

The CuarrMan said he thought the learned counsel conceded most of 
the points to which the evidence had been directed on the other side, in 
the concessions made by Mr. Hope Scott in the morning. 

Mr. Burts said he did not know whether they went as far as the other 
side desirea,» Kt he might venture to state, as he bad stated in 1860, that 
they had endeavoured to meet the case fairly by all possible coucessions, 






































‘| other hand, the committee should think the Act was insufficient, he asked 
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and to meet all objections made in a fair spirit. The companies had not 
felt the necessity for further legislation, for they believed the Act of 1860 
was sufficient, and they had acted in accordance with it. But if, on the 


them to point out in what respect they thought so; and he assured them 
the companies would meet them upon every point which would be con- 
sistent with fairness on both sides. ’ 

The CuaremAn: You have done so on those points where the committee 
did think concessions were required, through Mr. Hope Scott this morning. 

Mr. Burke: That is what in consultation it was our great endeavour 
to do. 

The Cuarrman: I have not taken the individual opinion of the members 
of the committee, but I believe they are satisfied with those concessions. 

Mr. Burke: If that be so, of course it is not our desire or interest to pro- 
ceed farther, 

The CuarrmMan: What are we to go on with to-morrow? 

Mr. Burke: If you will allow us, we shall meet in consultation and take 
fully into consideration what has fallen from you, and in the morning I 
have no doubt you will find we shall have curtailed our case so that we 
shall not give you much trouble in further inquiry. 

The CuairmAN: It was stated by Mr. Webster on the other side, that 
they also would require, as well as the committee, to consider the proposals 
made by you, and of course he will have the power of reply upon those 
proposals. 

Mr. Burke: I have no doubt he will. 

Mr. Hoaeins: We shall request the opportunity of consulting our 
clients upon that subject. 

Mr. Burke: I think we ought reasonably to expect that a body like the 
corporation of London, who are taking the initiative in this case, would 
meet us in a fair and liberal spirit also. A great deal of the evidence on 
the other side is not fair evidence as against the companies, but I do’ not 
want to make the corporation copentiiie for that. It falls from the lips 
of gentlemen who make it their business to agitate these matters. 

The Cuairman: I think the committee are quite able to estimate all 
that evidence for what it is worth. 

After some further conversation, 

a STANILAND suggested that both parties might with advantage meet 
together. 

he CHAIRMAN said they would probably do that and agree amongst 
themselves. 

Mr. Burke said the corporation had now the offer of the companies 
ged before them, and as it was on the notes they could deal with it. 

© thought, therefore, it was only fair and reasonable the corporation 
should intimate to them what they consented and what they objected to 
before the next meeting of the committce. 

The Cuairman: You cannot ask us to mediate between you. 

The committee then adjourned until the following Friday. 





Frinay, May 11. 

Mr. KarsLake said he did not know what course of proceedings the com- 
mittee intended to adopt. He thought it right to say, on behalf of the 
corporation, that they had taken into consideration the concessions made on 
behalf of the gas companies; and upon the whole they were clearly of 
opinion that those concessions were not such as would be satisfactory to 
them or the gas consumers. The corporation felt that the evidence given 
before the committee corroborated their view. They had, as the committee 
were aware, @ bill before Parliament, by which they proposed to take 
certain powers, and to supply gas to the City at a certain price and of a 
certain illuminating power. 

The CHarrMAN said that bill was not now before the committee. 

Mr. KarsiakeE said he only mentioned it with reference to the course to 
be adopted. The corporation had taken upon themselves the burthen of 
calling certain witnesses whose evidence was upon the notes, and accord- 
ing to their view the concessions proposed to be made on behalf of the gas 
companies were not such as the corporation ought to assent to. One of 
these so-called concessions related to the proposed chemical board, which 
at present appeared to himself and those who instructed him so shadowy 
that they hardly knew what the effect would be; but as regarded the illu- 
minating power and the price, it did not seem to the corporation that the 
concessions made were concessions which went far enough, and which they 
ought to accept. 

"he CHAIRMAN asked whether the learned counsel had not been able to 
settle these points. He understood that there was some probability of 
terms being acceded to on either side. 

Mr. Karstake did not so understand it. They communicated their 
views the previous evening to Mr. Baxter, who had appeared there asa 
witness. 

Mr. Denison said that the previous morning they sent to the other side 
desiring to know what their views were, and expressing some surprise that 
they had not received them; and in the course of the evening they received 
an intimation much to the effect that his learned friend had stated, that 
they were simply dissatisfied with their proposals, and that they intended 
to take their own course before the committee. 

Mr. KarsLake said the letter had better be read. What his clients said 
was, that they could not agree to the concessions that were made, and, 
therefore, they should accept the suggestion of the chairman. They were 
prepared to go on. 

‘The Cuainman: Then they must call their witnesses if they think fit. 

Serjeant KincLAKE said that, when it was stated by Mr. Hope Scott, the 
other day, with regard to the proper mode of testing, that there would be 
great difficulty in determining it in the present state of knowledge, and it 
was suggested that the Secretary of State should appoint a chemical board, 
upon whom the burthen should be thrown of discovering, if possible, the 
best mode of testing, the impression upon his mind, and, he thought, upon 
the minds of other members of the committee, was, that it was very desirable 
that they should put that proposition in writing, so that they should under- 
stand precisely what it was they meant to have referred to the chemical 
board, and that, when they came to act, it should be seen that they were to 
act in some certain and definite way. 

Mr. Karsiake said that the proposal came from his friend, Mr. Hope 
Scott. He really did not, at the present moment, know what the exact con- 
stitution of the chemical board was, aud what wouid be its powers, whether 
executive or judicial. 

The CHairMAN: Nothing was settled beyond this: that such was the 
best way of testing the purity of the gas. The detailsas to the construction 
of the board and the mode of operation were entirely for future considera- 
tion. The points mentioned by Mr. Hope Scott were these—the maximum 
price of the gas and the standard of illuminating power; and the offer was 
that the former should not exceed 4s, and that the latter should be 14 
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sperm candles. These puints were clearly laid down, and it was for the 
learned counsel to asseut ur disseut thereto. 

Mr. KarsLakE said he was not aware of that; he thought it was as to 
the other matters as well. 

The CuarrMAN said nothing further was opened on these points. The 
further considerations were the reserved fund, the system of accounts, and 
matters of that kind. 

Mr. Karsvake said, in reading through what occurred on that occasion, 
he found there was an offer of 14 sperm candles illuminating power; but 
with regard to purity, there was no promise whatever. It was suggested 
that the chemical board might make experiments and test the illuminating 

wer, the quantity of sulphur, and so forth; but whether this was to be 
aos the bill was amended or after, whether there was to be a permanent 
board, or what its constitution was to be, they were not infumek 

The CHarrMAN said these were all questions that would come fully before 
the ec ittee in idering the resolutions they would have to draw up, 
upon which to found their report. The question of the number of grains 
of sulphur per 100 cubic feet, would also be a matter of consideration for 
the committee to report upon. Whether they would think 20 grains per 
100 feet a sufficient amount of purity, or whether the standard should be 
higher, was a question entirely for the committee. 

Mr. Denison said, with regard to the difficulty his friend said they had 
had in not knowing what the propositions of the companies were, he might 
state that they had been in writing for several days, and if the corporation 
had sent them an answer at all encouraging any further communications, 
they would have had them; but when they said, “We repudiate your whole 
proposals,” what was the use of sending details while the principle was 
objected to? Probably, as the chairman had suggested, the better way 
now would be to decide whether this was the right principle, and if the 
committee should come to that conclusion, discuss the details afterwards. 

The CuArrMAN said it would be almost premature to call upon the com- 
mittee to come to an absolute decision upon the point, if there were objec- 
tions to be urged to it. What they adjourned specially for was, that the 
parties might pave the way to a mutual agreement, so that the committee 
might be able to come to some resolutions. : 

Mr. Denison: We broke up the streets with the view to paving the way, 
but my friends would not let us do the paving. 

The Cuarrman: The committee wish to know whether they assent or 
not; if they do not assent we must go on. 

Mr. KarsLakeE: Having regard to the bill of the corporation, as well as 
the evidence adduced before the committee, those who instruct me do not 
consider that the proposition as to 14 candles and the chemical board is 
such as they can accept. 

The Cuarnman: You may end, perhaps, in getting worse terms from the 
committee. 

Mr. KarstaKE: I suppose my clients have considered that. 

The CuarrMan said the learned counsel who appeared for the companies 
was in this situation. They had called but one witness, Mr. Baxter, who 
gave very clear and intelligent evidence, which the committee understood 
perfectly. The case then closed as regarded the companies. They con- 
ceived that that offer would be entertained on the other side, but they ought 
not to shut them out from further evidence in support of their views if the 
offer was absolutely rejected. 

Mr. Denison was much obliged to the committee for saying that. The 
gas companies had considered the contingency, and had come to the conclu- 
sion that, inasmuch as they were adopting in substance Dr. Letheby’s views, 
they did not think they need call more witnesses to agree with the chemists 
on the other side. It would only be wasting the time of the committee to 
do so. 

The Cuarrman: I am sure the committee do not require it. 

Mr. Denison: I can hardly think you do. 

The Cuarrnman: But I should like to leave the case very much in your 
hands. I do not like to interrupt your mode of procedure. 

Mr. Denison: We will take the responsibility of not calling any more 
witnesses. 

Mr. KarstakE asked whether he was now to address the committee upon 
the proposed chemical board, which was to take upon itself the office of 
saying what the burner was to be? 

Mr DENIsON said it was to be a fixed, defined burner. It was a mistake 
to suppose that they were going to fluctuate with the burner from time to 
time. There was a certain burner now recognized by Parliament for two 
or three years, commonly called the Birmingham burner, and sometimes 
called Sugg’s burner. It was a thing perfectly well known, and in sume 
caseS it had been actually deposited as a model burner. 

The CuatrmMan: You are prepared to adopt that burner? 

Mr. Denison: Yes. 

The CuarrmAn: We need not have any discussion upon that head. 

Mr. Karsvake asked whether he was to go into the whole question as to 
the operation of the Act with regard to ——— &c., as well as into the 
question of illuminating power and purity 

The CuarrMaN said.they should desire Mr. Karslake to confine his address 
to those points which were laid down on the other side. There was an 
offer of the companies upon certain conditions—viz., 14-candle illumina- 
tion, and maximum of price. With regard to the purity of gas, he thought 
that the committee would indicate by its resolutions the amount of sulphur 
that ought to be permitted, because they had very strong evidence upon 
their notes that the extent of sulphur at present used by the gas companies 
was in excess, and was injurious to certain substances. 

Mr. Denison said that was exactly the object, or one of the objects, for 
which it was proposed the chemical board should sit. They asked the 
committee not to attempt to define what quantity of sulphur should be left 
in the gas, or how much might be found out by testing, and how much 
could be got rid of by chemical contrivances. 

The CuHatrMan said the committee were quite aware of that. They did 
not consider that as one of the material elements of theirinquiry. If atten- 
tion were confined to the two points he had mentioned, the committee might 
soon come to a conclusion. 

Mr. Denison said Mr. Baxter had a paper to hand in with regard to the 
reserve-fund. 

Robert Baxter, Esq., recalled, and examined by Mr. Denison. 

I hand in a return of the reserved fund of the several metropolitan gas! 

companies which have formed such a fund:— 
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The other seven companies have not received su 

will repay the arrears of dividend authorized by t 
Cross-examined by Mr. 

this return from the companies. It is made up to Christmas, 1865. 


e Act of 1860. 


or Government securities. I know that they are invested and that these 
are all the sums carried to reserve-fund account. There are no other in- 
vestments by the companies of any other character. I do not know it as a 
fact, but l infer that asa matter of course there is an account in their 
ledgers called “the reserve-fund.” The dividends are added to the account 
every half year as they are paid from the stocks, in which they are in- 
vested, and these sums are reinvested according to the direction of the 
Acts. The — og Company, which is by far the largest company, with 
the largest capital, have the largest reserve-fund—£83,834. Their capital 
is £1,300,000, so that the reserve-fund amounts toa little over 6 per cent. 
upon it. The City Gas Company, which have no reserve-fund, have a 
floating balance of £5360, which they call a reserve, and which is kept in 
hand to meet any calls that may be made upon them in the course of their 
undertaking. That is not a reserve-fund within the meaning of the 
Statute; it is a kind of surplus amount of undivided profit to be carried 
forward next year. The reserve-fund is a fund of a permanent character. 

By the Cuatrman: In the case of the other companies who have re- 
turned amounts as reserved funds, they have invested moneys according 
to the Statute, which they have.treated as the nucleus of reserved funds, 
to be filled up as the profits enable them to do it. The City Company 
have not done so. 

By Mr. Hartiey: It would have been more correct to call that working 
capital. It will be for the committee to decide whether, looking at the 
amount of the companies capital, they consider this too much. 

By Alderman Lusk: The board of directors control the expenditure of 
the companies, the amount that shall be carried to the reserve-fund, the 
rate of dividend, and the balance that should be carried forward. The 
whole management of the companies is in their hands. The shareholders 
appoint auditors; and if at the meeting of shareholders an opinion were 
expressed in reference to the reserve-fund which was a sound one, the 
board would be bound to act upon it. The board are controlled by the 
fact that they are compelled to submit their accounts to the Secretary of 
State in any specific form that he we direct, and by the power which any 
two consumers have of applying to the Court of Quarter Sessions to have 
an accountant appointed to report upon the matter. 

Alderman Lusk: Unless you have some controlling power you need 
never have a reserve-fund; you can always carry the amount forward and 
crescent it in some way or other. 

itness: If the companies were enabled to divide any amount of divi- 
dend it would be so; but they are confined to 10 per cent. No one is more 
competent than the honourable member himself to understand that men of 
business desire to make the largest possible profit out of the transactions 
in which they are engaged consistently with their obligations to the public. 
But here the Secretary of State, or the Court of Quarter Sessions, comes in 
and says, “ You have made more profit than you have a right to divide, or 
have laid by more than is required to constitute a reserve-fund, we must 
take the law into our own handsand compel you to reduce the price;” that 
is the simple and practical control exercised over them. 


Alderman Lusk: But when men meet together, as I do with some others, 
to make as much profit as we can, we generally look to ourselves, we do 
not look to anybody else. 

Witness: l hope the h able r will give credit to the com- 
panies for the sume upright intention in all their dealings that I know he 
himself possesses; then I am sure there will be no difficulty in carrying on 
business properly. 

Mr. Karstake then replied upon the whole case. In doing so, he said: 
The assertion which is made on the part of the corporation is this, that in 
the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 much requires to be amended, on the ground 
that that Act has not fulfilled the object for which it was framed by 
the Legislature. And I think probably it would be convenient if I 
were to state shortly what are the grounds upon which it is conceived 
that the Act of 1860 is defective, and then to call attention to those amend- 
ments which we propose, and generally to the evidence upon which we say 
these amendments are supported. It has been suggested, in the course of 
this inquiry, that there is a certain amount of hardship in altering the 
state of things which existed in 1860, and which has existed since that 
time; that persons may have bought shares in different companies upon the 
expectation that a particular Act of Parliament was going to last. I start 
with this—that in consideration of Parliament allowing the gas companies 
in 1860 to havea certain regulated monopoly, which, as I say, has not 
worked well, Parliament = upon them certain obligations, which 
asa matter of course, if they are not found to work well, Parliament 
may alter at any time; and I think I shall be able to show, beyond 
all doubt, that whatever was the intention of Parliament in passing 
the Act of 1860—an Act which probably appears in its present form very 
much in consequence of the great strength of the advocate of the Act, 
Mr. Baxter, and the too chivalrous conduct of his companion, Mr. Wyatt— 
there is no doubt that that Act has not fulfilled its mission. So far as the 
metropolis was concerned, excluding the City, in the year 1860, the state 
of things was very well known to honourable members. There were three 
companies dividing the City between them. There was one company 
which through the whole of the City, and there were two compa- 
nies who had between them the north and south. In the City there was, 
to a certain extent, a practice of districting in existence: and in 1860, other 
companies having been attempting districting before that time, obtained an 
Act of Parliament for better regulating the supply of the metropolis, which de- 
fined the districts that each of the companies was to occupy in future. At 
the time that Act was passed it was thought necessary to provide that 
these companies, having a monopoly, should be bound, in the interests of 
the consumer, to supply gas of a certain character and description. It was 
very soon found out, alter the Act was passed, that that which the honour- 
able chairman anticipated at the time the Act was under discussion— 
namely, that a burner might be invented which would not properly repre- 
sent the illuminating power of gas, as that gas was supplied to the con- 
sumer—was soon realized, and a set of burners were invented for the express 
— of answering the letter, while they evaded the spirit of the Act. 
ow, that arose ‘upon the 25th section, and you will find by the paper 
which was spoken to by Mr. Hughes, when under examination, that Mr. 
theron Estcourt, who was the chairman of the committee, was extremely 
desirous, if possible, of having a burner specified, which, as between the 
company and the consumer, should be a fair burner for the purpose of dis- 
tinguishing the quality of the gas. Whatever may be the language of the 
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lus profits beyond what 


LAKE: I have obtained the ~~ ag 3 for 
ne- 
rally speaking, these reserved funds are invested in the Three per Cents. 


illuminati wer at that place, but to provide that the consumer himself 
should co = ual in iNuminating power to 12 candles, burnt with any 
ordinary burner which he chose and was obliged to employ in his shop or on 
his premises. Now, how was that evaded? By the most simple means; and 
upon that the evidence is so conclusive that nobody can doubt that the 
burner which the companies say they are entitled to employ, and which I 
admit they are entitled to employ, does not do that which was contem- 
lated by the 25th section should be done—namely, to supply gas of proper 
anleniag power to the consumer. The Act of Parliament says: “ ‘The 
quality of the common gas supplied by any gas company shall be with oo 
spect to its illuminating power, at a distance as near as may be of 10 
yards from the works, such as to produce from an Argand burner having 
15 holes and a 7-inch chimney, <a 5 cubic feet of gas an hour, a 
light equal in intensity to the light produced by not less than 12 sperm 
candles of six to the pound, each burning 120 grains an hour.” Now, as 
s one of the companies, that which was brought into existence by 
the City in 1851—the Great Central Gas Consumers Company—in the year 
1860 they were under a contract to supply gas of an illuminating power of 
12 wax candles, at the price of 4s. per 1000 cubic feet. But as soon as the 
Act of Parliament passed they said, “ Our contract with you is at an end, 
because by this new Act of Parliament we are bound to supply under par- 
liamentary regulations gas of an illuminating power of not less than 12 
sperm candles; accordingly, we will raise our price 6d. We are entitled to 
do that under the Act of Parliament, although we give you no greater 
illuminating power than we were doing under the agreement which is 
now at an end.” And, in the result, the City got gas ata less illumi- 
nating power for 4s. 6d. than it had before, under the contract with 
the Great Central Gas Consumers Company for 4s. Now, how was 
that result arrived at? By the simplest process, well known to gas 
companies, who not only had the ablest parliamentary agents and par- 
liamentary counsel that they can select, but also the whole of chemi- 
cal science at their command which they choose to employ. Now, 
practically, this is in evidence, beyond all doubt, before the com- 
mitee, that in the year 1860, when this Act was ——_ ony ~_ 
particular Argand burners in existence which were used in common life by 
the consumers. There is no doubt whatever that, in prescribing an Argand 
burner by the 25th section, Parliament intended that the ordinary Argand 
burner should be used; but no sooner had the Act passed than an Argand 
burner was manufactured which, placed in a test-room with no unnecessary 
atmospheric air admitted, could make weak gas which, practically, did not 
show above 10 sperm candles per hour in the consumer’s house, equal to 12 
candles an hour in the testing-house of the company. Now that, as a 
matter of course, is an evasion of the Act, and my friend, Mr. Hope Scott, 
when he makes the so-called concession on behalf of the companies, says, 
“ When I make an alteration to 14-candle gas, which I say I am willing to 
do, I tell you I will not give you any improved burner at all by which you 
may test it on the premises of the bee ge but I intend to reserve to 
myself the right to use the best burner for the gas company s purposes 
that can possibly be used in the testing-house.” Now, inasmuch as @ sug- 
gestion has been made about a chemical board—of couree I can only deal 
with it as a suggestion, or a concession as it is called—I may suggest this, 
that whatever test is applied is a test which, at all events, ought to be of 
such a character and description as should be a fair test between the com- 
pany and the consumer, and should not be a test, which, while it is 
advantageous to the company by making weak gas appear to be of 
greater power than it really is, is most disadvantageous to the consumer by 
making that which he ought to have delivered to him as 12 or 14-candle 
gas really equal to two candles less than that which is represented upon 
the company’s premises. Now comes the further question on the illumi- 
nating power of the gas, as to whether there ought not to be really a higher 
standard than there is. Of course, treating with every respect the gas 
companies who have made the concessions, I must consider that they would 


so. Then the question is, whether they are to stop as they propose at 14 
candles, or whether, as the corporation are advised ought to be done, there 
should not be an increased illuminating power; whether that ought not to 
be provided for them by the amending Act which it is proposed to pass. 
I cannot conceive that at the time this Act was passed it was supposed 
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not have made them unless they felt that it was necessary for them to do)’ 











that, when different districts had been allotted to different companies, one 
company was to supply gas at 3s. 4d., while another was to supply gas at 
4s. 6d. It might have been anticipated that there might be, to some extent, | 
a discrepancy between the charge made by a company in one district, and | 
that made by a company in another; but it does seem an extraordinary | 
state of things that if you happen to live on one side of a street you have | 
to pay a sum of 3s. 4d. at the present time for gas, while if you live upon | 
the other side of the street you will have to pay the sum of 4s. 6d. This 
shows conclusively that there was some error or other in the supply to 
the consumer, when such a state of things can exist in the metropolis. 
Now, how comes it that the price is so high? Of course, the companies do 
not give you any account of the matter. I think Mr. Baxter said that during 
the time the Great Central Gas Consumers Company was supplying under 
its old contract, it was not paying a dividend, or that it was losing money. 
Now, how is it that while one company are charging 3s. 4d., another is 
charging at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet? How is it that the South 
Metropolitan Company supply gas at 3s. 4d. over a very scattered district? 
Their boundary is coterminous with the Phoenix Company, who have been 
supplying gas at 4s. 6d., a difference of 14d. in price. The South Metropo- 
litan have been paying their full dividend, and supplying gas at 3s. 4d. I 
do not pretend to give any account as to the whole of the difference, but 
one of the great differences will be found to be this, that in the one case 
there is an enormously unequal capital, and in the other there is a proper 
and a limited capital. (The learned counsel quoted at length from the evi- 
dence called by the corporation on this point.) That leads me to this con- 
sideration—is it or is it not right that the companies should have an un- 
limited power over their capital, and the payment of dividend upon their 
capital; that they should have the power they now have of setting by 
reserves and sums of money under the name of “ balances for contingencies, 

and so on, and having no restrictions whatever, or any investigation as to 
the amount of capital nominally employed for their concerns, which, if it 
is in excess, prevents the consumers from getting the advantages the Me- 
tropolis Gas Act was intended to confer? 

Mr. SrantLanp: Let me ask you, if any one denies the proposition you 
have laid down? 

Mr. Karstake: I believe everybody denies it. 

Mr. STaNILAND: I thought that every one admitted the necessity for it, 
The question is, whether the Gas Clauses Act affords power for the purpose’ 


Mr. Karstake: I think I must have been misunderstood. I am endea- 





Statute, nobody can doubt that the intention was not simply that gas 
should be tested at a particular place, and be found to have a particular 
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merely in the sense of ascertaining what capital there is in onan 
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concern, but before permission is given to divide 10 per cent. upon all the 
capital now called into existence, you should ascertain for the benefit of the 
consumer, what is the fair amount of capital which ought to be applicable 
to the business which is being carried on. There is one thing which is 
perfectly clear. We all know what may be done by clever accountants 
with accounts; and whatever form the retary of State may prescribe, 
that form may apparently be followed, and at the same time it may lead to 
very erroneous inferences indeed. (The learned counsel referred to the 
Wood Street fire, as illustrating how the funds of the companies might 
be dealt with as against the interests of the consumers, and in favour of the 
interests of the supplier.) Who, he asked, were made liable for that loss? 
The sufferers really are the consumers, who are made liable to pay £25,000 
in damages which have been incurred by the neglect of the company’s ser- 
vants. And we find also that a lease which was not a remunerative one— 
I refer to the bargain with Mr. Croll—was entered into, and all that is de- 
ducted also, to the great disadvantage of the consumer, and to the advantage 
of the person who supplies the gas. In every case you find that all these 
sums are extracted before the consumer is to have the benefit of the clause 
as to 10 per cent., or get the reduction in the price of gas which was con- 
templated by the Act of Parliament. Well, that seems a state of things 
which can hardly have been contemplated. However, such is the case, and 
such being the case as regards one company, which seems to have carried 
on its affairs negligently, and is therefore charging 4s. 6d., we come toa 
company which does not seem to be carrying on its affairs negligently, 
which obtains 10 per cent. on the proper amount of capital, and is able to 
give those consumers who are fortunate enough to live in its district gas at 
8s. 4d., as against 4s, 6d. charged by other companies. Now, does not that 
indicate that some further investigation ought to take placeinto the capitals 
of companies, and the accounts of companies, in favour of the gas consumer 
and in favour of legislation ? 

Mr. SraniLanp: May I interrupt you to ask on whom this loss would 
fall, supposing the corporation of a had been the managers ? 
Mr. Karsiake: Under the Act of Parliament they are bound to supply 
gas at a particular price; they suggest 3s. 
Mr. STraNrLAND: Supposing damages were recovered against them for the 
Wood Street fire. 
Mr. Karstake: If the Act of Parliament says that they shall supply gas 
at 3s., at 18-candle illuminating power, they must do so. 
Mr. StanttaAnp: What I ask is, who is to pay the damages; must not the 
public eventually pay? 
Mr. Karstaxe: Only to this extent: we supply gas at 18-candle illumi- 
nating power for 3s. 
Mr. Stanrianp: You urge that, because this company have been called 
upon to pay £30,000, it must eventually come out of the pockets of the 
consumers instead of the funds of the company. I am asking, supposing a 
public body had been entrusted with the supply of the gas, and damages to 
the extent of £30,000 had been recovered against them, upon whom that 
loss would eventually fall? 
Mr. Karstake: I must first know the particulars of the Act. 
Mr. STANILAND: I want to know where is the difference between da- 
mages being recovered against a private company and against a public 
body, in the event of a loss? 
The Cuarrman: I suppose the answer would be: “Is the loss to fall 
upon the shareholders or upon the consumers of gas?” 
Mr. KArstake: Supposing a company is established which represents 
to Parliament, and proves to Parliament, that with a certain capital they 
can sell gas of 18-candle illuminating power at 3s. per 1000, that capital 
which is so raised represents the amount necessary to carry on the con- 
cern, and whatever loss falls upon the corporation or the body that carries 
on that business, they themselves must suffer, and they cannot say to the 
public, “ We will raise the price of gas to you because we are obliged to 
suffer by our negligence.” But the state of things existing under the pre- 
sent Act is this, that you are positively putting a premium toa considerable 
extent upon negligence by companies, and upon excessive expenditure by 
companies, because they know perfectly well that after they have divided 
10 per cent., and a certain sum for a reserve-fund, the rest is not to find its 
way into their pocket, but simply to go for the benefit of the consumer. 
The argument which I was adducing certainly goes to the extent which 
an honourable member suggests; if it be necessary that that should be 
done, I will hardly say of confiscating, but of regulating the capital in 
existence; and I may say that, so far as confiscation is talked of, there was 
confiscation in that sense in 1860, because when you told a company 
which, up to 1860, had been allowed to divide profits to the extent of 20 
or 80 per cent., that they should no longer divide profits beyond 10 per 
ceut., you were to a certain extent interfering with the capital, and altering 
the state of the funds of the company. Why was that done? Why, be- 
cause you gave them a great benefit at that time, by allowing them to have 
a monopoly in a particular district, whereas before there had been compe- 
tition, and as the consideration you told them, “We shall put you under 
certain restrictions, so that you shall, as far as Parliament can provide it, 
give an advantage to the consumer, while you yourself get a great advan- 
tage by having no competition in that district.” I only ask you to carry 
ont that principle to the fullest extent, and to say that all the companies 
in particular districts shall not put aside in some ingenious way a reserved 
fund, and also “balances for contingencies,” and likewise take out what 
ought to be for the advantage of the consumer, those sums of money which 
they have been obliged to pay in consequence of their own negligence. 
We say that it would be only fair and right that these accounts should be 
more accurately inspected from time to time, and that the amount of capi- 
tal which is fairly to be attributed to any particular gas company should 
be adjusted, in order that after that adjustment a proper dividend should 
be paid upon the proper amount of capital, and not upon an extravagant 
capital, which is useless for the purposes for which that capital is used at 
the present time. It may be an excellent thing as an investment to the 
shareholder, but so far as the consumer is concerned, who is anxious to get 
gas as cheaply as he can, and thinks he ought to get gas cheaply, in consi- 
deration of being put under the monopoly of one company, it strikes me 
that there is nothing unfair or improper in reconsidering that question, 
which was urged strongly upon the committee in 1860. Upon that part of 
the case I leave the question to you as to the fair amount which ought to 
be charged by each company for the gas which it supplies. Was it the 
meaning of the Act of Parliament that the shareholders were to receive 10 
= cent. on their capital,and in addition to that certain back dividends 

yond, and beyond that again, a reserved fund, which is a fund to be cre- 
ated for particular purposes, and then all these balances besides? We say 
that when those things have been done the consumer is to get the benefit; 
but you see how that is eluded—by putting down £50,000 as a re- 
served fund for contingencies, and £60,000 or £70,000 for the next year’s 
dividend. Surely that was not the intention of the Act of Parliament. 











In looking at some of the companies which are mentioned in this list, I 
think they illustrate pretty strongly what Iam saying. I am now b power 
of the principle of reserving £60,000 or £100,000 for the purpose of paying 
one year’s dividend, keeping in hand such asum as to them seems fit for 
the purpose of meeting dividends to accrue on the same day in the next 
year. The principle contended for by those who keep the accounts is this, 
that you may have a reserved fund, ¢o nomine, to the extent mentioned 
in the Act of Parliament, and, in addition to that, you may keep an equal 
amount in hand for the contingency: fand; the practical effect of which is, 
that you prevent the consumer from having the gas cheapened from time 
to time as he ought. Now the reserved fund, properly 80 called, is the only 
fund which can be created; the contingency fund is nothing else than the 
reserved fund under another name. [The learned counsel read the clauses 
in the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, in support of his position.] Now, 
what I venture to submit is this, that it was never the intention that, 
beyond a reserve-fund kept for extraordinary purposes, and to be applied 
to extraordinary purposes by the order of two magistrates, yon were to 
keep an equal amount in hand under the name of contingency fund, and 
apply it to extraordinary purposes without any magistrate’s interference at 
all. That was never the intention, and it is hard against the gas consumer 
that it should be so, because, if it were not for the creation of that contin- 
gency fund, being a reserve-fund under another name, the reduction would 
have taken place in the price of gas to which the consumer is entitled. I 
was not going to trouble you by going into the others, but I find under the 
head of the Great Central Gas Consumers Company there is a balance to 
next year’s account, £10,000. Now I say that those are nothing more nor 
less than reserved funds, for the purpose of meeting extraordinary demands 
and extraordinary payments contrary to the provisions of the Act of Par- 
liament, which says that those extraordinary demands are to be met out of 
the reserve-fund, and only taken out of the reserve-fund in the event of 
two magistrates considering it proper to be done. Therefore I venture to 
ask that, in considering the question of price, and also the question as to 
whether the accounts ought not to be rendered in such a form or under 
such superintendence as to provide that the gas consumer really has the 
advantage which the Act intended he should have, whether it is not neces- 
sary that further and more stringent clauses should be inserted for the 
purpose of effecting that object. Now I come to another matter, namely, the 
purity of gas, upon which I am only going to say a few words—the purity of 
gas from ammonia and sulphuretted hydrogen; I understood the chairman 
to say that that was a matter that would be taken under consideration in all 
probability by the committee. The vice of the 25th section at present, 
even granting there are 20 grains of sulphur to be allowed in a certain quan- 
tity of gas, is this, that you have a particular test prescribed, which test is an 
insufficient one; according to the uncontradicted evidence before the com- 
mittee it is described in this way, “And each such gas shall, with respect to its 
purity, be so far free from ammonia and sulphuretted hydrogen that it shall 
not discolour either turmeric paper or paper imbued with acetate or carbo- 
nate of lead, when those tests are exposed to a current of gas issuing for 
one minute under a pressure of five-tenths of an inch of water, and shall 
not contain more than 20 grains of sulphur in any form in 100 cubic feet of 
gas.”’ Now, the evidence, I believe, is all one way, for the purpose of 
showing that that test may be used, and that if it is used with dry paper it 
is insufficient even for the purpose of ascertaining that; as regards sulphur, 
the evidence before the committee is to this effect. Of course, a gas com- 
pany may increase its profits by sending out foul gas within limits within 
which it is allowed to send it out by Act of Parlisment; but with a littie 
trouble and expense it can be sent out toa considerable extent free from 
sulphur. It requires only to pick the coals to get rid of it to a certain 
extent; it requires only more careful manipulation in the purifiers to get 
rid of it to a further extent; and when we hear that, in some cases, there is 
not more, I think, than 3 grains of sulphur to 100 cubic feet, and in some 
cases even less than that—and when we find, as we do from the evidence of 
practical men, what the effect produced by sulphur is upon leather and 
substances of that description—and when we have medical testimony for 
the purpose of proving what the effect is upon the general health—I do not 
think there can be any question that gas ought to be less foul than it is. 
Having said so much upon the impurity of the gas, I pass on to another 
matter, upon which also stress has been laid—Has the Act worked well or 
not? The first question as regards that is this, have there been constant 
complaints under the Act? Beyond all doubt there have. Now, I know it 
is very easy for an able and ingenious man, like Mr. Baxter, to come and 
say, ‘* What can you wish for more? If you have any complaint to make, 
you may go to a magistrate.” Well, it is easy to say, if a man assaults you, 
ae can go to a magistrate and get redress. When you look at this Act of 
arliament, I venture to say that no private individual can be so foolish as 
to attack thirteen companies to get the redress which the Act of Parliament 
says he can get; nor is it in his power, practically, to get that redress. Let 
us see what is the remedy which is pointed out by this Act of Parliament 
on which so much stress has been laid. We have, by the 16th section, a 
provision as to the illuminating power and purity of the gas. We have 
certain sections, the 6th and 7th, as to complaints which may be made to 
the Secretary of State. By whom? By not less than twenty inhabitant 
householders, paying rates for,and supplied with gas by, any such com- 
pany. The Secretary of State may appoint a competent person as inspector 
to inquire into and concerning the grounds of such complaint, and to report 
to him. “If after receipt of such report it shall appear to the said Secretary 
that the said complaint is well founded, the said Secretary shall give notice 
thereof in writing to the company. After the receipt of such notice the 
company shall, and they are hereby required within a reasonable time, to 
remove the ground of such complaint. Every gas company shall in all 
things obey the orders of the said Secretary made in pursuance of this Act, 
and in default of their so doing they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
£50 for each offence.” Now, if I come to London for the season, and 
take a house, probably for three months, and am supplied with gas, 
I may have a complaint to make upon the subject. Well, I have first to 
find 19 other complainants to assist me. When I get those 19 complainants, 
I make a complaint to the Secretary of State, and the Secretary of State, of 


course, having nothing else to do, immediately appoints an inspector, who | | 
sees the gas, then makes a report to the Secretary of State, whether he con- | | 


siders the complaint to be well founded. The difficulty may be this: I 


complain of gas which was bad when I went here, but by the time I go it}, 


will be good gas. At the end of the season he is informed, perhaps, by the 
Secretary of State that the subject has been investigated; that there is 
something in the complaint; that the gas company have been extremely 

ood, and have immediately remedied the defect which was complained of. 
There is this further difficulty: You or I complain of the state of the gas 


upon the Ist of May, and get nineteen others to assist us. These things get || 








abroad that nineteen people are banded together for the purpose of making 
a complaint, and by the time the inspector is appointed—which, as I have | 
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said, of course is immediately after the report has gone to the Secretary of 
State—the inspector goes and inspects, and whatever his opinion may be as 
to the efficiency of the Act, he then finds as good gas as possibly can be. 
He has rio means whatever pointed out by this Act of Parliament 4 which 
he can summon witnesses before him, or ascertain the state of things in 
existence at the time the complaint was made, and the result is, it is pro- 
bably just as much good as a letter written to the gas company. The mo- 
ment it is heard that there is a complaint of this sort, and the Secretary of 
State is put in motion, why, as a matter of course, the company, to use 
@ term of my learned friend, fatten up the gas with a little cannel coal, to 
make it look more bright than it was when we were complaining of it. But 
then we have another advantage which is pointed out,and that is one upon 
which I must say a word: The 27th section is the section which it is said 
vides for the individual the protection which he pe and that if the 
[ooal authorities do not choose to do their work, it is not for the private 
consumer to complain that he suffers. I should have thought that the pri- 
vate consumer ought to have some means of appeal against the gas com- 
panies, whether the local authority does its work properly or not. Let us 
see what it is. “Every local authority taking any supply of gas according 
to this Act,” so that it is intended to provide for those who take a supply 
according to this Act. I ought to call attention to the 26th clause—* If 
the gas yo by the gas company be at any time of less illuminating 
power, or of less purity than according to this Act it ought to be, the gas 
company shall, for every such offence, on a summary conviction before a 
police magistrate, forfeit a sum not exceeding £50, and also, in addition to 
that penalty, and whether that penalty be recovered or not, a further sum 
of £10 for every day after notice in writing from the local authority during 
which the offence continues; provided that such police magistrate shall not 
convict under this section, if it shall be proved to his satisfaction that such 
defect of gas was occasioned by any unavoidable cause or accident.” Then 
the local authority taking the supply of gas, and only in that event, accord- 
ing to this Act, shall provide proper apparatus for testing the illuminating 
wer, and they may pay—and I venture to submit that the whole of this 

is permissive, and not imperative—“a chemical examiner or gas engineer, 
or other competent person, to be an examiner for the purposes of this 
Act.” Now comes that which was considered to be so advantageous: 
“And every gas company shall, within six months after the passing 
of this Act, cause to be erected in some convenient place, as near as 
may be to 1000 yards from their works—such place, in case of dispute be- 
tween the company and the local authority, to be fixed by a police magis- 
trate, upon the —_—— of either party, after hearing the parties thereon 
—an experimental meter, furnished with a suitable burner, capable of con- 
suming five cubic feet of gas per hour, with other necessary apparatus for 
testing the illuminating power of the gas. The examiner shall, on giving 
three hours notice to the secretary or engineer of the company, have access 
at all times to such experimental meter;” and he may report, and so on. 
Then two local boards may join, and “ the examiner, on payment to him of 
a fee of 10s. 6d. by any consumer, shall, at his request, examine and report 
to him on the illuminating power and the purity of the gas supplied as 
hereinbefore mentioned.” What isto be done? First of all you must get 
the local authorities to take a supply of gas under the Act; when the local 
authorities have taken a supply of gas under the Act, they shall provide 
sufficient testing apparatus; when they have provided sufficient testing 
apparatus they may or may not appoint a chemical examiner. I do not 
know that it will be any great advantage unless they do, and it seems to 
show that the whole thing is directory. Now, admitting for a moment 
that the local authorities do everything that they can do, and that the 
chemical examiner does everything that he can do under their directions, 
what does he do? The testing apparatus which he has is in some part of 
his own parish. He finds at the testing apparatus, with a lamp which he 
is compelled to use—that is, they find it necessary to do so, in order to put 
themselves at all right under the Act—of the same quality as that which is 
used by the gas company itself: they find with their testing apparatus that 
they do not appear to have 12-candle gas. What do they do? They give 
three hours notice to say they will come to the testing-place, which has 
been established 1000 yards from the works, for the purpose of seeing what 
the state of things is there, When they get there, after the three hours 
notice, with a little naphthaline or a little cannel coal put on, there is the 
burner which shows satisfactorily, when it is upon one of those testing 
implements, that there is 12-candle gas exhibited there. Away goes the 
local authority and the examiner; he says, “It is of no use my making a 
complaint, for when I go to test I find the gas is perfectly good.” There- 
fore, it is utterly useless for him to go before a magistrate. But, supposing 
he goes before a magistrate, or suppose the local authority wishes an in- 
vestigation of this sort to be made, still, so far as the private consumer is 
concerned, he can only act through the lecal authority, and the local 
authority, although they may set up apparatus, are not bound in any way to 
appoint an examiner at all. If it is so, the private consumer is utterly with- 
out remedy. But even when private complaints are to be made, unless the 
complaint is made with nineteen other gentlemen, it is the examiner who, 
on payment of 10s. 6d. to him, shall examine and report. Can that be 
an efficient mode of carrying out an Act of Parliament, the spirit of 
which was that the consumer should have 12-candle gas in an ordi- 
nary burner? I submit it is not. I believe the next question which 
I have to refer to is the question as to whether there has been under 
this Act of Parliament any failure as regards the limit of charge 
for the gas supplied to public lamps. Now, sir, the question upon 
that is in a very small compass, but it is a matter of very consider- 
able importance. You have heard a great deal of evidence to show 
that the contracts which are entered into with the gas companies are 
contracts such as they may virtually impose upon the public them- 
selves. I have commented upon what I consider the defects of the 
Act as to the mode in which private consumers may get redress, and 
before I sit down I will make one comment upon what my friends have 
dimly shadowed forth as a chemical or medical board, which they say is to 
supply some of the defects as regards the purity and the illuminating 
power of gas, I venture to submit one thing is clear, that you must have 
® more perfect test for the illuminating power of gas. It is not suggested 
now that any other test should be applied, or any other test suggested, at 
the present time, to the honourable committee; but it is said, let certain 
chemical examiners determine that hereafter, and that the same body of 
chemical examiners shall also, in some way or other, determine the purity 
of the gas which is to be used from time to time. 1 cannot discuss the 
question, because I do not know how the chemical board is to be esta- 
blished. I thought, from what was said by my learned friend, Mr. Hope 
Scott, that it was to be a permanent board; I thought, by the evidence I 
read of Mr. Baxter, it was to be an intermittent board, to sit from time to 
} time when summoned, and then to be functi officiis afterwards; but, with- 
out pledging myself to what the merits of the board may be, I would only 
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venture to make this s' ion: having regard to what are the real objects 
to be attained by the public, I venture to submit that they do not stop with 
the appointment of a chemical board. If there is anything at all in the 
observations which I have had the honour to make to you as to the 
accounts, and as to the regulation of the accounts and of the dividends, 
and if there be anything at all in the question of the manufacture of gas as 
distinguished from the chemical science applicable to that manufacture, 
then you want a board for the purpose of controlling and regulating com- 
panies far more extensive than a board consisting of two or three 
chemical gentlemen. You want the accountant; you want the practical 
gas maker, the engineer, or somebody else of that sort, for the purpose 
of assisting in the deliberation of those men; and if any board is 
to be established, surely the board which will best meet the objects, 
as it occurs to me (although this is a matter which has only passed 
through my own mind), should be a board which would deal not 
only with grievances as to illuminating power and purity, but also with 
those other matters which practically prevent the cousumer from getting 
the advantage which he was intended to get by the reduced price of gas in 
certain circumstances; and further, that there should be some engineer, or 
rson of skill of that description, who should also be able to bring his 
owledge to bear upon the remedies practicable to be used, for the pur- 
of remedying defects which now exist. I need not say that when my 
[ooned friends made the proposal which they did, it took me somewhat by 
surprise, but I see now, although I did not at the time, how the companies 
found it expedient and necessary to make the proposition, or concession, as 
they call it, which they have done. You will remember, in coming before 
you here, we did not select our own witnesses; we got such witnesses as we 
thought it expedient to bring before the committee, for the purpose of 
giving evidence upon matters on which the committee required to have 
evidence before them. I venture in a case of this sort to say, that it is not 
because some one or more witnesses who have been called before you have 
expressed opinions, we, on the part of the corporation of the City, by any 
means assent to the opinions which have been expressed by them, unless 
they have done so under the sanction of the corporation. Now it appears 
to me, now especially as I hear = learned friend using the name of Dr. 
Letheby to-day as he has done, that it has been found necessary by the 
companies to make the concession which they have done, after having re- 
duced their price in anticipation of this investigation, somewhat in conse- 
quence of what Dr. Letheby said in his evidence before you. Now, sir, I 
would just like to call attention to the way in which Dr. Letheby’s evidence 
upon that subject came before you. He was an entire volunteer; nothing 
was ever more unexpected on‘the part of the City than that Dr. Letheby 
was going to lay down thirteen propositions which he suggested ought to 
be entertained as an amendment of the Act. 
The Cuarnman: The committee were under the impression he was your 
witness. 
Mr.. Karstake: If you will do me the favour to look at the evidence, he 
was examined upon the second day of the evidence, and he answered the 
uestion which was put to him, and gave the evidence which he was called 
or the purpose of giving; and when my learned friend, Mr. Hoggins, the 
next day said, ‘‘ Do you produce a statement of the comparative illumina- 
ting power of the Chartered and the Great Central Gas Company before the 
passing of the Metropolis Act of 1860 and since ; is that what you produce > 
A, Yes. Q. Have you anything further to add as regards that new state- 
ment?” I beg to call your attention to this. I believe nobody was more 
surprised than my learned friend, who was not aware what evidence Dr. 
Letheby was going to give. His examination was closed; he had put in 
certain returns and certain tables; he was recalled, and put in certain tables 
which had been referred to the night before ; and, when he is asked whether 
he had any further observation to make with reference to the new state- 
ment put to him, he said, ‘‘ Yes, I have; if I may be permitted, I would 
refer to a memorandum which I have made of what, in the course of my ex- 
perience as gas analyst in the City of London, appears to me to be absolutely 
necessary for the improvement or for the working of the Metropolis Gas Act 
of 1860.” And upon that, Dr. Letheby, who was, no doubt, requested to 
come here by the City to prove that which the City hoped he would prove, 
and expected he would prove—he had proved that which we called him to 
prove—then gave his own views of what, in the course of his experience as 
gas analyst to the City, appears to him absolutely necessary. 
Mr. Denison: That is what Mr. Dresser Rogers gave him a dressing for. 


Mr. Karsiaxe: I do not say that he came to curse them, and was con- 
strained to bless them, but I do not consider Dr. Letheby has a right in any 
way, called as a witness as he was in particular matters, to lay before the 
committee his views as in any ~ binding upon the committee; I am more 
anxious to say that without introducing in any way the bill for which I may 
appear afterwards, except to say it would have been for the City to have 
stultified themselves if they had brought Dr. Letheby to come here and say 
14 candles was the proper thing, and that the particular illumiuating power 
and price were proper when they themselves had a bill before this honour- 
able committee, in which they proposed to give 18-candle gas, and supply 
it at 3s. It cannot be supposed, therefore, that Dr. Letheby was ever found 
by us. Then I find, he being called, honourable members asked questions; 
and I find my learned friend, Mr. Richards, appearing on the part of the 
companies, overjoyed at finding that there was this mode of escape, takes 
Dr. Letheby’s evidence as being the governing evidence in the case ; 
and upon that, I suppose, these so-called concessions are made. I would 
venture to submit, as I have done already, that Dr. Letheby’s evidence, 
taking it with the other evidence in the case, is not evidence upon which the 
committce ought to be asked to act. Dr. Letheby has chosen to lay it down 
that the maximum should be 16 grains of sulphur; I do not quarrel with 
him so much at that; but I will put it even lower. The system of test 
which he advocated, was described as the Carcel lamp. ‘Then he gave other 
matters; and I think altogether, forI made a note of them in the margin, 
the result of Dr. Letheby’s views which had occurred to him was to lay 
down thirteen proposals, which he considered necessary to place before the 
committee, with a view tothe alteration in the Act. Itis upon Dr. Letheby’s 
evidence, i understand, they say they make the concession as to 14-candle |\ 
gas. I deny the accuracy of Dr. Letheby upon that matter. Dr. Letheby, I 
venture to think, is entirely in error when he gives that view as against 
other witnesses who have been called beforeyou. Ithink, also, Dr. Letheby 
is not a witness whom I can put before you in the same category with many 
witnesses who have been called upon the subject of price. Dr. Letheby may 
be a very eminent chemist indeod : ; I will trust Dr. Letheby to get sulphur 
out of gas most efficiently; but why Dr. Letheby’s evidence is to be set up 
as against the evidence of other gentlemen who may be more experienced in 
the system of testing, and certainly in the cost of production, I really do not 
know. Therefore, I only submit to you, in conclusion, that you will not sup- 
pose, because Dr, Letheby bas been called before you, and got the erroneous 
impression, which would be fatal in many respects, upon the condition of the 
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company to be brought before you hereafter, that we placed Dr. Letheby 
bebee pA as a whens for ths pe of stating these facts. I think he 
gave as his reason why there should not be cannel coal employed for gas 
bitually hereafter, that there was such a failure of cannel coal that in all 
probability it could not be supplied. Itis kay odd ; when my learned friend 
and sayselt go into another room, where we shall be by-and-by, and hear of 
| cannel coal enough existing on one nobleman’s estate to last or 400 years, 
| one is surprised to hear that there is not enough to last three generations. 
| When Dr. Letheby says cannel coal cannot be used, because it will be ex- 
| hausted, and that therefore you must use common coal, and of 14-candle 
| power, why then we call witnesses before you who say that upon that matter 
| you need be under no apprehension at all, because there is an unlimited 
‘quantity of cannel coal. Probably I ought to have said this about Dr. 
Letheby in the commencement of my address to you, but I would rather ask 
you, in looking through the case, to take the evidence of persons who, so far 
| a8 we are concerned, are witnesses upon whom we venture to place quite as 
| much reliance as on Dr. Letheby; and Dr. Letheby, so far as this part of his 
' evidence was concerned, was an entire volunteer, and gave his evidence, not 
only without the knowledge of the corporation, but the responsible members 
of the corporation, who are conducting the bill which is to be brought for- 
| ward, entirely disagree with Dr. Letheby, and still contend that the illumi- 
‘nating power ought to be greater, and the price very much less, Under 
| those circumstances, I ask you not to consider us in any way bound in the 
‘ proposals or propositions which we make. I would ask you not to consider 
| We are — in any way by anything which Dr. Letheby chose to volun- 
teer. Dr. me wig actually, I am told, been consulted upon the bill 
| which is brought before Parliament by us, and by which we seek to supply 
| gas at a certain higher illuminating power, and ata lower rate, than that 
| which is now conceded — companies, 





Serjeant KinGLake: He said cannel gas is not good for London—14-candle 

= is —_ enough for London, and may be made from Newcastle or Derby- 
shire coal. 
_ Mr. Karsuaxe: I will only ask you to remember this, that the position 
in which we appear here is somewhat anomalous. We are not asking for 
anything for ourselves, except in this way, that it having been suggested an 
inquiry into the operation of the Act should take place, the City were re- 
quested to take upon themselves the burden of laying evidence before the 
honourable committee. It is under those circumstances we call witnesses, 
and if half a dozen witnesses had come and had told us that which we dissent 
from, we should not in the least have thought ourselves precluded from call- 
ing other witnesses before the committee, for the purpose of showing that 
their views are wrong. There are many witnesses, vestry clerks and others, 
who come to say they insist upon giving evidence, and when placed before 
the committee, my learned friends and those who advise them have got some 
old evidence, given in 1860, with which they think they are defeating and 
blunting the point of the evidence which is given by those gentlemen. I 
submit the case to you asa whole; and I submit, so far as Dr. Letheby is 
concerned ,his views are not endorsed by the corporation, but they look upon 
it that the price ought to be less than that which is suggested now as a 
concession, that the illuminating power ought to be more, and that further 
tests should be applied of a more beneficial character to the consumer than 
those that exist at the present time, and that, above everything, other regu- 
lations ought to made as regards the reserve-fund and matters connected 
with the reserve-fund; and that where a consumer does find he is practi- 
— not getting that which is prescribed by the Act of Parliament, or in- 
tended by the Act of Parliament, some full and easy remedy should be at 
hand for him to enable him to get that redress which, under the present Act 
of Parliament, he cannot obtain. 

The Cuarrman: I think you may leave the matter in the hands of the 
committee. I believe the course the committee will pursue will be to pro- 
ceed by resolution to draw up a report to the House as we are directed, con- 
fining that report strictly to the terms of the reference to this committee, and 
I presume that certain resolutions will be agreed upon, which we will now 
proceed to discuss. 

Mr. KarstaxeE: With reference to the bill which will be before the com- 
mittee, I would ask that some instructions may be given to counsel as to 
when they shall go on. 

. _ CHAIRMAN: We shall want to know whether you proceed with the 
ill or not. 

Mr. Karsuaxe: We shall ask to proceed with it, but, of course, the 
exact mode of procedure may depend in some measure upon the resolutions. 

After some further conversation the room was cleared, and at the close of 
the day the counsel and parties were called in. 

The CHarrMan said: I have to announce that the committee find it im- 
possible to come to a conclusion on the considerations before them to-day, 
‘and they will adjourn till twelve o’clock on Monday next. They will meet 

then for the consideration of the resolutions upon which their report will be 
|founded. There will, therefore, be no occasion for parties to attend, as we 
shall receive no evidence, and hear no discussion. 

The report of the committee was laid on the table of the House on the 
15th, and will be found in another column. 





| (Before Mr. Knicut, Chairman; Mr. Gort Lancton, Mr. McEvoy, and 
Capt. KEaRSLEY.) 
CHATHAM, ROCHESTER, ETC., GAS BILL. 
WeEpNEsDAY, May 2. 


Mr, O’Mauuzy, Q.C., and Mr. Luoyp appeared as counsel for the pro- 
moters; and Mr. Horr Scort, Q.C., Mr. Burke, Q.C., and Mr. Ricuarps 
on behalf of the opposing petitioners, the Rochester, Chatham, and Strood 
Gaslight Company, some inhabitants of Rochester, and Matilda Lomas and 
others, the owners of property sought to be acquired by the company. 

Mr. O’MALLey said the object of the till was to give parliamentary powers 
to a company for lighting with gas the various places named—viz., the cit 
of Rochester, and the towns or places of Chatham, Frindsbury, Strood, 
| Brompton, Gillingham, Rainham, Lidsing, and Grange. The promoters 
alleged that some of these places were not lighted with gas, and the others 
insufficiently. Before entering upon what the company proposed to do, he 
would give a slight sketch of the present state of affairs. The only company 
now established for the purpose of lighting any of the places mentioned was 
| the Rochester, Chatham, and Strood Gaslight'Company, which was established 
|in the year 1825, at atime when the science of gas was in its infancy, and 
| their bill accordingly, which now-a-days would appear very antiquated and 
‘ridiculous, contained not one of the essential provisions for the protection of 
the public which modern legislation had introduced. In all modern bills a 
limit was put to the amount of dividends to be paid on the capital engaged 
in the manufacture of gas, because it was not subject to the risks to which 








jother capital was exposed; and since 1847, when the Gas Clauses General 





Act was passed, all gas companies had been limited toa 10 per cent. dividend, 
and provisions were contained in that Act by which they were obliged to 
ublish yearly accounts, so that the public might know whether they were 
ividing 10 per cent. or not, In the year 1860, however, it was evident that 
though the Act of 1847 was.very | and perfect of its kind, the provisions 
contained in it for the publication of accounts were not sufficiently stringent, 
and at that time more accurate and more easily tested accounts were required 
in the case of the City of London companies. This example had been fol- 
lowed almost ever since, and companies which were now under the influence 
of modern legislation were obliged to publish accounts of a very clear and 
satisfactory character, which, with the provisions contained in the Act of 
1847 for appointing examiners, secured to the public the integrity of the 
accounts. Simultaneously with that, according to the varying circumstances 
of different places, the maximum amount of dividend had been reduced, and 
now varied between 7 and 10 per cent. Now this bill had no provision for 
the publication of accounts of any kind whatever, and had no limit as to the 
amount of dividend. So far from publishing accounts, indeed, they actually 
refused to furnish any information of that sort on the application of one of 
their own shareholders. The only light that could be thrown upon their 
profits was that two £50 shares had sold for £171 or £172 each, evidently 
showing that the company were making very large profits indeed. No 
accounts could be satisfactory unless they were published from year to year, 
so that the public who were interested in the result might carry on the figures 
and balances from one year to another, for there were bonuses, dividends, 
additions to the capital, and various other ways by which a company could 
evade all inquiry unless annual accounts were required. This company had 
seen the whole course of modern legislation pass by them, and had never 
come to Parliament to put themselves under newer and better regulations, 
and had never done the graceful act which had been performed by many 
other old companies of giving the public the satisfaction and advantage of 
these annual accounts. Again, all modern legislation on this subject since 
1847 had contained a provision for aminimum amount of illuminating power ; 
and he might say, the science of gas manufacture and testing had been 
keeping so far in advance of legislation upon that point, that it was almost 
impossible for the Legislature to overtake it. In 1860 the illuminating power 
was put at 12 sperm candles, and although London was illuminated under 
the powers of that Act, he did not think it was. any dishonour to the various 
companies concerned to say, after all the evidence he had heard in those 
rooms from engineers on both sides, that though the limits imposed by the 
Act were strictly adhered to, London was pre-eminently the worst 
my city almost in civilised pe any rate the worst lighted of any 
of the great cities in Her Majesty’s dominions. In order to secure the proper 
illuminating power, provisions were made for testing the gas; sometimes at 
the works, but generally at some public place at a distance—because it was 
found that the illuminating power diminished considerably for some distance 
after leaving the works, and then remained at a certain level—means of test- 
ing were provided. A few years ago it was provided that this test was to be 
made after giving a certain number of hours notice, but as it was soon found 
that in that way the test was practically easily evaded, the length of the 
notice had been gradually diminished, and it was now established as a prin- 
ciple of parliamentary legislation that the test should be immediate, and that 
the party who complained of his gas giving an insufficient light might go at 
once to the testing-place, and satisfy himself there by having the illuminat- 
ing power properly measured. These improvements had been made in all 
Acts of Parliament since 1860, but this company had lagged behind, and had 
not stirred in hardly any particular since 1825. Other old companies as/ 
long, and longer, established had felt it to be necessary to give to the public | | 
the benefit which arose from the parliamentary provisions, and had come to || 
Parliament and adopted into their new bills provisions to meet all the re- || 
aes of modern science, but this company had never done so. Again, 
there were provisions introduced into all modern bills for testing the purity 
of the gas, but in this bill there was no provision for testing that either, and 
the only restriction put upon this company was one which sounded now al- || 
most ridiculous. They were bound by law to produce a light equal in bril- 
liancy, and lower in price, than oil lamps. There were other points in which ! 
the company lagged behind the present state of the law, but these were the | 
most material—that the public should have the benefit of the profits beyond 
a certain amount, that accounts should be published so that they could as- 
certain what the profits actually were, that they should have gas of a certain 
illuminating power, that they should have an opportunity of testing at all) 
times whether it came up to the standard, and, lastly, that they should have || 
a limit as to price. Now in this bill there was no limit as to price—indeed, | 
it was difficult to find a company so utterly without limitation. The original | 
price began at 17s., and although those were days when one could not; 
quarrel much with the price, that rather exceeded anything he had seen} 
elsewhere. However, it came down gradually until it reached 5s., and the; 
committee would find, as was usual in cases of this kind, that when the agi- 
tation arose, to which he should call attention by-and-by, whenever the} 
agitation arose the price of gas sank a little, and since this new company had ; 
been in agitation the price had come down for the purpose of this contest | 
to4s. But the same power which brought it down to 4s. could raise it again | 
to 10s. So and if they were not invaded by any other company, as | 
they called it. If no competition was established, that company might to-| 
morrow, if they succeeded in breaking the back of this company, and | 





thereby repressing further attempts to bring a new company into the neigh- 

bourhood, raise the price of the gas to 10s., there was nothing to prevent | 
them so doing. They never came forward to put themselves under any par-| 
liamentary restrictions, and he thought they would find that their not doing | 
so must have arisen from the supreme desire they had to remain undisturbed | 
in the possession of those exemptions from modern legislation, because if, 
ever a company had reason for coming to Parliament they had. They were | 
now putting down mains and works for the lighting of a district which 
would require for its proper working a fixed capital, which could hardly be 
estimated at less than from £60,000 to £70,000, while their authorized 
capital under their Act was only £14,000, with borrowing powers of £6000. 
Again, their Act gave them power to light the “‘ city of Rochester and the 
towns of Chatham and Stroud, and the parts adjacent thereto,’’ and although 
that phrase *‘parts adjacent thereto’”’ might save them from illegality in 
going a little distance one way or another, it would not in any court of law 
be construed to give them jurisdiction in any substantial district, besides 
those mentioned in the Act. Yet they had been spreading themselves, en- 
larging their capital and works, and extending their operations beyond what 
they were authorized to do; and they had, therefore, the greatest pos- 
sible provocative to come forward, as other companies had done, and apply to 
Parliament for additional powers. They knew, however, that as soon 
as they presented themselves at any rate before a noble lord connected 
with the other House, the first thing done would be to introduce clauses for | 
the ee of the public, and they preferred, therefore, carrying on their | 
worksin this unauthorized way to coming to Parliament for a bill which would ; 
entail upon them new restrictions. Under these circumstances, the come | 
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mittee might well conceive that immense dissatisfaction had arisen amongst 
the people of those towns, and four or five attempts had been made to get up 
@ consumers company, for although there were persons connected with the 
old company of considerable influence in the place, the main portion of the 
und ing was in the hands of a few persons, and they took care, with 
such a price for shares as he had mentioned, to keep them in the hands of as 
few as possible, Several —— had been made to get up companies, but 
the distrust which pee felt ina oon starting up afresh being able 
to make war successfully against a rich old company like this, and other cir- 
cumstances, had made it —— in times past to get up a company with 
sufficient capital to come to Parliament for a bill. This company now, 
however, been formed upon a broad basis, and he need not say that in their 
bill every provision was embraced which was contained in modern Acts of 
Parliament, not only for the security, but for the satisfaction of the public. 
ag ge maximum was 4s., but they intended to start with a price of 
3s. 6d., which the evidence would show was high enough to be remunera- 
tive. They proposed to make the illuminating power equal to 14 sperm 
candles, and to afford an opportunity for immediately testing it by any one 
who felt dissatisfied. He need not go through all the details, as he had 
sufficiently mentioned them in remarking upon the deficiencies of the exist- 
ing state of things. They bound themselves to publish their accounts in the 
fullest way, and, in fact, adopted all the improvements which had followed 
on the décision of the committee two years ago on the Birmingham and 
Nottingham Acts. Notwithstanding there was a petition, upon which an 
appearance had been entered, from some inhabitants of the town, he might 
say that this bill came to Parliament with the almost unanimous suffrages 
of the inhabitants of the place. Public meetings had been held at Chatham, 
Rochester, Strood, Gillingham, and Brompton, and in some cases vestry 
meetings also, These meetings had been called by public advertisement in 
the newspapers and by posters circulated, had been presided over by the 
high constable, who was the Ly ae! authority or representative man in that 
locality on such occasions, and had been honoured with the presence of 
directors, secretaries, solicitors, or supporters of the existing company, who 
had an opportunity of stating their case, and submitting it to public consi- 
deration. On all but one occasion, when 15 or 20 votes were got on the 
other side, the decisions come to were unanimous, and the resolutions at 
one of these meetings were—‘‘ 1, That a new gas company is desirable and 
necessary for Chatham. 2. That in the opinion of this meeting the bill now 
in Parliament for the incorporation of the proposed company, entitled the 
Chatham, Rochester, &c., Company, should be supported by the inhabitants 
of Chatham, and that the high constable be and is bereby requested to sign 
the petition on behalf of the meeting.” At the Gillingham meeting a reso- 
lution was passed ‘ that the gas supplied by the present company was infe- 
rior in quality and deficient in omar.” Similar resolutions were passed 
at Rochester. At all these meetings the solicitor attended, and stated that 
if it were the opinion of the meeting that a new company were not required 
he was prepared to withdraw the bill ; the matter was discussed in the fairest 
and openest way, and an almost unanimous decision was expressed in favour 
of the bill in very strong language. The opposition to the bill was wholly 
and solely that of the existing company, use when they found the extra- 
ordinary coincidence of the inhabitants and the other petitioners ranging 
themselves under the same solicitors, the same agent, and the same counsel, 
no one who had had any parliamentary experience could doubt for a moment 
that they were all, under different phases, the opposition of the company, 
which complained of competition. It seemed, and always had seemed to 
him, a very hard thing that where the inhabitants of a district who paid for 
the gas, who apes the gas companies, came to Parliament and said they 
were not satisfied, and wanted to have competition there and a new company 
given to them under all the protection which Parliament could afford, that 
a company, because it happened to be making money by that manufacture, 
not for any public object, but for the po use of the shareholders, should 
ground upon that a right to prevent the public from bettering themselves by 
applying at another shop; and he apprehended such a principle was one that 
could not for one moment be sustained. That, no doubt, was the principle 
that would be advocated, because they had heard it almost until } were 
nauseated. Competition was the policy which the country encouraged to 
the utmost within the realm, and which it did all it could to encourage 
throughout the world, and why should it be excluded in the manufacture of 
gas alone, and why should not the consumers in this case be enabled to buy 
what they wanted in the cheapest market? But at all events, when a com- 
pany stood upon this principle of competition it ought to be able to show 
that it afforded to the public all the protection and advantage which the 
intruding rival, as they called it, proposed to give. It ought to be subject 
to the same restrictions, but this was subject to none; it ought to show that 
it served the public well, but this would be shown to do the reverse. Upon 
those grounds alone he should not think it necessary to trespass any longer 
upon the time of the committee, for it was a point which, although it had 
received a sort of sanction from one or two chairmen in former Parliaments, 
who had had a good deal to do with the manufacture of gas, was really an 
argument which could no longer stand the test of inquiry for a moment. 
This company of all others had no right to claim a monopoly, for it had no 
parliamentary powers to light the districts, many of which it was lighting 
now; it had no parliamentary power to break up the streets without the 
consent of the public authorities; and another thing of the greatest import- 
ance in considering this question was that one of the fundamental prin- 
ciples on which they got their bill was that they should be subject to com- 
petition, and that was a view of the case which made this to a certain extent 
stand alone. There was a provision in their original Act of 1825, looking 
forward to and providing for competition, for the 70th section provided that 
nothing contained in that Act should prevent the commissioners of paving, 
cleansing, lighting, and watering the streets and lanes, &c., in Rochester, 
Chatham, or Strood, from lighting such streets, lanes, &c., with gas or any 
other light, or from an ae contract with any other person or persons 
who might contract for that purpose, anything contained in that Act to the 
contrary thereof notwithstanding. Yet they came forward now and wanted 
to prevent those bodies from making any such contracts. 


Mr. Ricuarps said they did not wish to prevent those persons making 
contracts. 


Mr. O’Mattey said they did most decidedly, by preventing any one else 
supplying gas. As an additional proof of the suffrages of the people, he had 
got a body of upwards of 1200 petitioners, and the committee would find from 
the analysis of the signatures that would be put in that they embraced, he 
would not say all—because there were some men of considerable influence on 
the side of the old company—but the large majority of wealth, intelligence, 
and influence in the place. He should show that notwithstanding the great 
difficulties which were always experienced in getting up contracts before the 
bill had received some legislative sanction, at least, they had succeeded in 
pies provisional contracts, conditional on this bill passing, which would 

ring in £3500 a year. When they found that was the case before the bill 











had passed one House, they might judge what an amount of business they 
were likely todo. The petitions against the bill, as he had said, were three— 
Firat, that of the company themselves; they said they had ~ lied so and 
so, and they believed t eir operations had been been attended advantage 
to the public, My = they did not say they had done so to the satisfaction 
of the public; that the bill now in Parliament was introduced for the pur- 
pose of establishi € an opposition to the petitioners, and that under the 
powers of the said bill the new company would be empowered to break up 
the streets, and would interfere with the mains and pipes of the petitioners. 
Now, first of all, as to breaking up the streets, he apprehended that it was 
clearly established in the practice of the Legislature that the parties to make 
such a complaint as that were the trustees and guardians of the streets and 
highways of the town, and for a company which itself exercised the right of 
breaking up the streets to make such a complaint was frivolous, and never 
was listened to. But they said this would interfere with their mains and 
pipes. They had ample powers by law to prevent any interference with 
their pipes or mains, and the new company took no powers for any such 
purpose, Then they said they oes to any such powers, and to the set- 
ting up of a competition “ with them ”’—no doubt they objected to it ve' 
much ; they liked a monopoly—and that they are prepared to prove that su 
competition was uncalled for, and that the incorporation of the new com- 
any, although possibly it would be an injury to the petitioners, would not 
be ultimately of such public benefit as would justify the outlay of capital, 
and it would involve the frequent breaking up of streets, to the great incon- 
venience of the inhabitants. That was the old cuckoo-note which they had 
heard so often. With respect to the streets, let them wait until the inhabi- 
tants and trustees, who were the parties interested, complained, none of whom 
stirred for the purpose of opposing this measure. Then, as to the outlay of 
capital being uncalled for, he thought the ple who were about to start 
the works were the best judges of that, and he should satisfy the committee 
that the profits which they had os right to expect would fully ery the 
outlay, and, if not, the loss would fall upon their own heads. Next came 
the petition of the inhabitants of Rochester, which was signed by 30 or 40 
names, which he considered was rather an inadequate number. It was 
retty evident that that petition had been drawn by the same hand as the 
ormer, for it contained the same remarks about the breaking up of streets. 
Why did not these 30 or 40 persons go to the meetings, and make it neces- 
sary to have a show of hands on the resolutions? Why did they 
set themselves up in opposition to the unanimous opinion of the other 
inhabitants? The third petition was signed by persons of the name of Lomas 
and others, who alleged themselves to be owners of the at which the 
new company asked for compulsory powers of purchasing. ‘The first question 
would be, were there any public grounds of necessity or utility why these 
works should be established, and if there were, then Mrs. Lomas — no 
reasons why she should be exempt from the law to which all were subject— 
viz., that of being liable to have one’s lands taken under compulsory powers, 
full provision being made for ample and superabundant compensation. There 
were exceptional cases sometimes, one of the — being where residen- 
tial rights were concerned, and the Legislature would not generally sanction 
an invasion of —s mansions, unless a very strong pressure of public 
necessity were shown. But this land was such, as Mrs. Lomas knew as well 
as any one else, that the very best thing that could befall (always exceptin 
any private arrangement which had been made with the old company) woul 
be the passing of the bill. No doubt persons in that position expected to 
make a fortune all at once, but except some arrangement had been made, as 
he had suggested, they could not do better than favour the passing of the 
bill. Formerly this land was mere waste mud, and it adjoined the soft ground 
where in former times the deceased French prisoners were buried. Some years 
ago it was enclosed from the river by an embankment, and since then it had 
been turned into a meadow, and used as such; so that there was nothing 
of old remembrance which could bind the hearts of the Lomas family parti- 
cularly to it, and he was told that it was as dreary a spot as could be disco- 
vered in the neighbourhood of a great town. It would be shown that, al- 
though the Lomas’s had evaded any definite ay to the propositions which 
had been made for its purchase, it was in their handsa marketable property. 
The company were willing to have the land valued in the fullest possible 
way, and then to give double that amount, but the holders of this bit of re- 
claimed mud probably thought they might get a higher price, and therefore 
they presented this petition. Then there were objections raised in the peti- 
tion that other persons in the neighbourhood objected to compulsory powers 
being given, and it was alleged that these powers were never conferred upon 
gas companies. This, he thought, must have been an oversight, and that 
none of his learned friends had looked over the petition, because it was well 
known that it was a very common thing to give compulsory powers to com- 
panies, and it was an objection often raised to new gas companies by old 
ones, that they did not seek compulsory powers. In this case there was no 
special damage alleged, and there were no circumstances which rendered it 
improper to give these compulsory powers. Then there were several persons 
who o ey to the erection of gas-works near their houses. [The learned 
counsel here interrupted his argument to state that he was informed the 
amount of conditional contracts secured was £6000 or £7000, instead of 
£3500, as before intimated.] The plan showed that the site of the proposed 
works was on the border of the river, affording facilities for the transport of 
coal, that it was enclosed from the surrounding land by an embankment, 
and that it was the lowest site in the neighbourhood, which was of great im- 
portance, because it enabled the gas to be distributed with a very low pres- 
sure, thus having the smallest possible danger of leakage. ‘The works would 
be constructed upon the newest principle which science had introduced for 
the purpose of securing the neighbourhood from nuisance, and he believed 
that with well regulated gas-works, built upon modern principles, the im- 
mediate neighbourhood was as free from nuisance as any other part of the 
town. But so far from the neighbours objecting, there was a petition in 
favour of the bill from a large number of people living within 300 yards of 
the proposed site who were not afraid of any nuisance; whilst, on the other 
hand, one or two of the petitioners against the intrusion, as they called it, 
were actually at an earlier period supporters of the bill, though since drawn 
off by some influence which he did not know. Others of the petitioners, 
again, lived nearer the existing works than they did to the new, and those 
were works built upon old principles of construction, at the time when gas 
was called ‘inflammable air,’’ and oil was the competitor opposed to it. 
They had been extended and added to from time to time, and these were the 
very sort of works most calculated to produce a nuisance, by the want of 
provisions for suppressing those nauseous exhalations which sometimes made 
the neighbourhood of a gas-works inconvenient. Of course, if the Lomas’s 
had made any arrangement with the old company, they could understand 
their coming under the wings of that company, joining hands with them, 
and employing the same agents, solicitors, and counsel, but if they complained 
of any invasion of a residential right, or — of that sort, their position 
was perfectly incomprehensible. He apprehended, therefore, that the proper 
way to treat them was to consider them as simply lending their voice to the 
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ery against competition raised by the old company, and which, he thought, 
by the time the nase came to an end the com tes would disregard, 
a Mr. Jesse Thomas, examined by Mr. Luoyn. 

I am an auctioneer and surveyor, carrying on business at High Street, 
Rochester, I am a justice of the peace, and have been mayor of the city ; 
I have lived there ears. I have used the of the old company for 
20 or 30 years. For the last few years it has om very bad gas; it has 
been better lately, since the new company has been in agitation, than ever 
before. There are universal complaints of the bad light it gives, and on 
many occasions we have had to use candles in addition; it also causes an 
unpleasant smell. I am secretary pro tem. of the new company, and have 
made inquiries as to what support we shall probably receive, and have re- 
ceived many applications from private individuals, I have been at all the 
public meetings ; the first was a vestry meeting, held on Easter Monday, 
when a resolution was passed that another gas company was desirable and 
necessary. The first public meeting was held at Chatham, on the 16th of 
April, with Mr. Burfield, the high constable, in the chair. It was attended 
by myself, the solicitor, and the engineer of the company. Mr, Vallance, 
the solicitor, attended, and stated that if the meeting were of opinion that 
& new company were not required, the bill would be withdrawn. Mr. Hills, 
the solicitor of the old company, was there, and his partner, Mr. Winch, 
two sons of a director, and other gentlemen in the employ or interested in 
the old company. The first resolution“ That a new gas company is de- 
sirable and necessary for Chatham”—was carried by a large majority. 
nearly all the opponents being the parties I have referred to as interested 
in the old company. The next meeting was at Brompton, where the high 
constable of Gillingham presided; it was a public and open meeting, and 
was very well attended. Persons representing the old company were there. 
A resolution was passed unanimously—“ That the gas su plied by the pre- 
sent company is inferior in quality and deficient in oupply, and that a new 
company is desirable and necessary.” The persons who moved and seconded 
the resolutions were the most substantial men in the town. The next meet- 
ing was held at Rochester, on the 18th of April. A requisition was sent to 
the mayor asking him to preside, but he was unable to do so on account of 
ill health. He said he thought we ought to get our bill. He declined to 
lend the town-hall under a misapprehension, which he afterwards explained 
tome. The meeting was held, however, and I was in the chair: it was 
very well attended, and similar resolutions were passed as in the previous 
cases. I also got about 500 or 600 signatures from persons who consume 
pat, 8a, ing they would take gas from our ey: have also applied to 

olonel Ward, of the Engineers, and his chief clerk said they would give us 
the same facilities as the old company, the quality of whose gas he com- 
plained of. He also said the contract with the old company would soon be 
out, and we should then be able to tender, and probably supply the Govern- 
ment. The petition in favour of the bill was signed by between 1000 and 
1100 esees many of them persons of influence and position. My own 
object has been to afford a better supply of gas to the district. The present 
price charged by the old company is 4s.; the last was 5s. We propose to 
place the works in the position marked on the plan; it is an enclosed marsh, 
intersected with ditches. The old burying-ground immediately adjoining is 
called by the fishermen ‘Dead Man’s Bank ;” that is unenclosed. ‘The 
ground is not fit for building dwelling-houses. 
By the Cuarrman: I believe it has been enclosed for 50 or 60 years, 
By Mr. Luoyp: There is no other spot in the neighbourhood equally 
eligible for gas-works, all the adjoining property being taken up by the 
Government. The houses in the neighbourhood are of a small character. 
Mr. Steel’s, Dr. Lardner’s, and Mr. Bartholomew’s, are the largest. They 
are about as near to the present gas-works as they would be to the new ones. 
The old works are about 10 or 12 years old, but on the same site as they 
always were, adjoining the High Street. 
By the Cuarrman: The present gas company supplies the dockyards. 

By Mr: Luoyp: The shares of the old company are £50 shares. At a 
public auction at which I was present, two shares were sold for £342. ‘The 
agent who purchased them told me that at that rate they paid 9 per cent., 
or about 30 per cent. on the original amount. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricarps: I have been about five or six months 
engaged in apeating tile matter—since November, I think, but am not.cer- 
tain. Mr. Boden, late secretary of the water company at Chatham, first 
spoke to me about getting up a new company. I was a party to the adver- 
tisements. Iam secretary pro tem. There are no arrangements made for 
the future, There isa gaye feeling in favour of a new company, because 
they are dissatisfied with the old one. The papers which were signed said 
the company would supply 14-candle gas at 3s. 6d. The price in the bill is 
4s. The principal complaint is about the quality. My men went round 
from house to house to get the papers filled up, and brought in about 200 
aday. Idid not canvass people to take shares. I received two applica- 
tions, one for 10 shares, and the other mentioned no number. had made 
no application myself for any shares. Mr. Austin, baker, applied for the 10 
shares, and Mr. Moore, a butcher, said he would take some, but mentioned 
no number, Several others did the same. There are no deposits paid as 
yet. I believe Messrs. Vallance paid the expenses. Mr. Budden, one of the 
aang is dead. Mr. Withicombe, a wealthy man and member of the 
own Council, is another. David Couchman, another, is a retired trades- 
man, and a member of the Local Board of Health. I believe Mr. Walter’s 
name, of Rainham, was in, and was withdrawn. I do not know that he 
advertised his name out of it. The vestry meeting was called specially to 
consider the gas question, and the room was crowded ; perhaps 70 or 80 were 
present. There was a previous meeting for electing officers, but that was at 
ten and the other at eleven o’clock. At the meeting at Chatham there were 
300 or 400 persons present. Mr, Hill was present and tried to speak, but he 
used some expressions which were not parliamentary, and the people would not 
listen to him. The gentleman who moved the first resolution was Mr. 
Honey, churchwarden, and one of the first men in the town. The mayor of 
Rochester was too unwell to attend the meeting. I drew the resolutions, 
and I had something todo with the posters. They did very well, and brought 
the people together. I am an auctioneer and undertaker and was formerly a 
cer. Iam willing to make an honest living in any way. I do not know 
whether it is usual to give compulsory powers of phere Bets a land to gas com- 
panies. I believe with regard to the land. belonging to Mrs. Lomas, it is 
— a matter of £s.d. I think that would suit us better than any other 
land ; we might go a mile further down the river, but I do not think that 
would be so good a site. I have heard people say that the old works are a 
great nuisance, and I have experienced a very nauseous effluvium myself 
when passing. 

Re-examined by Mr. Luoyp: We have made no exertions to dispose of 
shares. I have no hesitation in saying they would be all taken up within a 
week after the bill passed. I believe there is no opposition from Mrs. Lomas, 
jexcept as regards price. The Lomas’s are non-resident; the land is let. 
|Our works would be about 150 yards from the high road ; the qld works are 
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quite close. Mr. Hill was listened to attentively until he said something 
offensive to the persons pant. ? : 
Mr, Lewis Whitehead, examined by Mr. O'MALLEY. 

I am a linendraper, residing in High Street, Chatham, and proprietor of 

the lecture-hall. I have been for about 33 years a consumer of the old com- 

any’s gas. In the lecture-hall there are between 50 and 60 burners ; the 
hall holds about 900. We have not had a good light; I think both because 
we had not sufficient burners, and the gas was of bad quality. If I had had 
more burners, I do not think the supply would have been enough. The gas 
has been yellow and reddish-yellow, and we have been obliged to have 
candles on the platform. I applied to several gas-fitters, who said the 
fittings were in good order; and the gas company also sent a man to exa- 
mine, and he said he could not see why we should not have a good light; 
we did not, however. I have had a good many goods damaged in my shop, 
I suppose from the gas; sometimes it has smelt very badly. The opinion 
almost universally is in favour of the new company, especially amongst the 
largest consumers of gas. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: I would rather have the streets broken 
up several times, in order to have a better supply of gas. Ido not think 
there would be so much escape of gas from the new company. The new 
company’s gas will not spoil our goods, because it will be tested. If the old 
company had an inspector, it would be an advantage. If the old company 
came under all the restrictions proposed by the new, and offered the same 
advantage, I should be satisfied ; but they have promised a great many times. 

Re-examined by Mr. O’Maizy: I would rather have the new company 
with a bill at present, than a promise of one in future from the old one. We 
have had many promises before, and they have failed in the fulfilment of 
them, If there been a positive security, we should have been satisfied. 
By the Cuarrman: The promises were that we should have a better 
supply of gas, of better quality, and of a higher illuminating power. I was 
a party to bring Dr. Letheby down to inspect, and his report was frightful. 
That was about four years ago, I think. 

Rev. Mr. Cooke, examined by Mr. Lioyn. . 

I have been the incumbent of Brompton for 19} years. I use gas in the 
church, and also in my house, and attend here at the desire of os parishioners. 
I declined to appear here unless at their wish. The gas sup my | the old 
company has been bad in quality and smalfin quantity. ‘he lights have 
more than once threatened to go out, and once went out altogether, during 
divine service. Within the last nine months the supply has been better. 

By the Cuarrman : I have complained within the last nine months; but 
if the gas had always been as good as it now is, I should not have 
complained. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: I cannot say whether, when the gas 
went out, the company were making alterations in their mains, and that 
they gave notice to the churchwarden. I do not believe they did, or the 
churchwarden would have mentioned it. The church holds 1060 people. 
We burn by meter; I do not know the size of the meter. : 

Re-examined by Mr. Luoyp: On several occasions the gas nearly failed, 
so that the people could not read. That was at different times, not all within 
a few days of each other. I cannot mention the dates. 

Mr. Henry Newcombe, examined by Mr. O’Ma1.ey. 

Iam a hosier, carrying on business in High Street, Chatham. I have 
been supplied with gas by the old company for about 30 years. The quality 
has generally been very bad. A few years ago, we had Dr. Letheby down 
to examine it, and he remarked that it was so bad the company ought to be 
prosecuted, for it must be injuring the health of the people. It certainly 
was very nauseous. For the last few years it has not had so much sulphur, 
but the light has been very poor. About three months ago I had to write to 
the secretary, saying if it were not amended we should have to use some 
other light in our work-rooms. Since about four years ago we have had a 

ood quantity, but bad quality; anew main was laid down at that time. 
ily goods have not been spoiled; they are not of a character which would 
spoil. There is a general desire in Chatham for a new company. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: It was, I think, in 1860 when Dr. 
Letheby was called in. The gas has been better in one way since, but not 
in another. The illuminating power has been worse. Several attempts 
were made to start new companies. I have not yet subscribed for any shares, 
but I am ready to doso. I understand that some of those who were about 
starting the former companies had shares sold them in the old company, and 
then the matter dropped. The general complaint now is, that though the 
light is less, the price is more, owing to the quantity of impurity which is 
forced through the meter. I should not advocate a new company if the 
existing one were sufficiently bound down to give a good and proper supply. 
I think competition is the best system. No doubt if they combined the two 
companies afterwards there would be two capitals upon which the dividend 
would have to be paid. We do not want lower priced gas, we want a better 

uality. : 
. Re-conedined by Mr. O’Maxtey : Competition ensures low price and good 
uality generally. : ; 
: By the Gasman : There has been no new building to any extent in the 
neighbourhood. Ido not know that there is any difficulty in obtaining a 
supply of gas. : i poe 

By Mr. O’Mattry: We had mains which in the opinion of competent 

ersons were large enough, but had to enlarge them in order to get more ; 
ight. Since they have made the reductions in the price, it is the general 
complaint that the gas costs more on account of the quantity. A few years 
ago we complained we had not sufficient light; a man came from the gas- 
warks and said, ‘‘ Your pressure is so much ;’”’ such a pressure ought to give 


ight.” 
en Mr. Thomas Honey, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

Iam a plumber and gas-fitter at Brompton, Kent. I have been for 18 
ears churchwarden of the parish. I have used gas from 20 to 24 years; we 
ave had very inferior gas, and frequently have had to use candles in addi- 

tion. I had to do so before last Christmas. ‘The light has been very bad in 
the church also. The quantity we burn now is much larger than we used to, 
in the church, In my own house, the quarter up to last Christmas was more 
than in the previous year when I used gas for cooking. The gas has been 
better during the last month; it was not at all satisfactory in the winter 
and early spring. Iam frequently sent to by people to come and wey s 
their meters as they cannot get a good light, but have generally found the 
ault was in the gas. : no 
"Tava by Mr. Burke: I have not tested the illuminating 7. 
There is abundance of pressure—too much, I think, by the quantity 1 have 
burned. I had no notice of an alteration in the mains from the sunny 
revious to the going out of the lights in the church ; I heard so afterwar : 
Tn one of my sitting-rooms I have one burner, and in the other, three ; se 
in the latter, I have had to burn candles in addition, in order to see 4 + , 
Re-examined by Mr. Lroyn: I had to make several complaints of ic t) _ 
lights in the church ; the pipes were at first too small, and they were a tered, 
but the light has not been sufficient since. 
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Mr. Alfred Stump, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

I am the high constable of Gillingham. I presided over the meeting that 
has been spoken of; it was well attended, and the resolutions represented 
the feeling of the neighbourhood. I have complained to the servants of the 
company on more than one occasion, and that was attended with an im- 
provement once or twice. New Brompton is increasing, but it is principally 
cottage property. My only desire is to get good gas. Iam not concerned 
in the new company 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: There are many complaints, Ido not 
know of any gas company without any complaints. When I have made 
complaints to the company they have endeavoured to remedy the evil. 

.Lioyp: They attended to fittings, &c., but did you get any better gas? 

Witness : No. 

Mr. Bennett, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

I am a grocer, living in High Street, Chatham, and have consumed gas 
for fifteen years. It has been very bad indeed at times; the illuminating 

wer has been bad, and the smell offensive. Often in a room with a 

-light chandelier we have had to use candles, I have often changed the 
burners, but this has only had a temporary good effect; the gas was so im- 
pure it ~—— them up almost immediately. 

By the Cuarrman: We have at times plenty of gas, not always. 4 

Cross-examined by Mr. BurKE: The gas smells very bad. The light 
was better for a short time after putting on new burners, but they were soon 
stopped up. I do not know what the impurity was. I never complained to 
the company, but to the collector. - 3 

Re-examined by Mr. Luoyp: I have no doubt it was the ey of the 
gas which stopped up the burners, It has smelt very bad occasionally after 
it has been burning some time. 

Mr. Gales Pepper, examined by Mr. Luoyn. f 
Iam a chemist and druggist, living at New Brompton. My shop is 12 
feet by 15 feet. I use eight lights for that shop; the light is not always 
sufficient even with that. I had four originally, and they gave a better 
light than the eight do now. Ido not think the gas is pure; I have not 
noticed any particular smell. The supply is very seldom sufficient in 
quantity. The streets are very badly lighted. On one occasion we put a 
composite candle, 12 to the pound, into a lamp, and found it gave a better 
light than the gas; there was no comparison. In the new church at New 
Brompton the light has been very bad; at the opening, people could hardly 
read the lessons. The gas costs me more now than it used to. I have had 
to put on extra burners in order to obtain light. 
ross-examined by Mr. Burke: I think it is nine or ten years since the 
-mains were extended to New Brompton. The church was opened last 
esday week. Last Sunday night there was a little better light, but it 
was not sufficient then. Ido not know the number of lights; more than 
six dozen I should think. I do not know the size of the main. 
Re-examined by Mr. Lioyp: It was the same pipe on Sunday as before. 
We have had public lights about four years, and the light has been bad all 
that time. 
Mr. A. J. Hearn, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

Te on business as a grocer in Chatham, and have been there and used 
gas for fifteen years. The gas has been very bad, and gives a poor light. I 
use eleven lights in my shop, and they do not give sufficient light; on 
many occasions I have often had to use candles. The smell was very bad 
until lately, when it has improved. I have often complained, but never 
obtained any relief from anything that was done. 

Cross-examined by Mr. BurkE: I complained to a workman of the com- 
pany, who lived near me. I never complained to the secretary. The office 
is about a mile and a half from my house. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were not desirous of hearing any 
further evidence as to the quality and supply of the gas. 

Mr. Burke said he was prepared with evidence to rebut what had been 
alleged on these points. 

Mr. Lioyp said he had a great deal more evidence of the same kind, but 
after what had fallen from the chairman he would not call any more wit- 
nesses on this part of the case unless he found, on examination, there were 
any particular circumstances which it was desirable to have mentioned, when 
he should ask permission to call the witness, 





Tuurspay, May 3. 


Mr. J. W. Whitehead, examined by Mr. Lioyp. 

_Iam a coal merchant in a large way at Rochester. Six years ago I asso- 
ciated myself with several other gentlemen for the purpose of obtaining a 
better gas supply. At that time there was great dissatisfaction about the 
quality of the gas. Mr. John Boucher, the _—— mayor, was one of the 
gentlemen associated with me. I convened a meeting at which it was 
unanimously decided to invite Dr. Letheby to come down andexamine. He 
came down, and reported in December, 1859. I produce his report. 

Mr. Ricuarps submitted that Dr. Letheby ought to be called; he was 
always about the gallery of the House. 

Mr. Luoyp said that was not only so, but he understood that Dr. Letheby 
had been retained on the opposite side. 

The following report was then put in :— 

Report of the Illuminating Power and Chemical Quality of the Gas supplied to the 
Town of Chatham. 

At the request of Mr. Magnus, of No. 3, Adelaide Place, London Bridge, I went 
to Chatham, on Wednesday last, the 7th inst., and made a careful inquiry into the 
illuminating power and chemical quality of the gas supplied to the town. My ex- 
periments were conducted at the house of Mr. Whitehead, in the High Street, 
between the hours of 20 minutes past 7 in the evening and midnight. The following 
are the results :— 

1. The pressure of the gas ranged from 0°8 of an inch of water to 1°2. The 
average pressure during the evening was about 1 inch of water, but at a quarter 
past 10 o’clock, when the shops were being shut up and the general consumption of 
gas reduced, the pressure rose to 1°2. At half past 10 it suddenly fell to 0°8, and so 
it continued to the end of my observation. 

2. The illuminating power was tested at intervals during the whole of the evening, 
and the method of observation was as follows :—The gas was burnt at the rate of 5 
cubic feet per hour, from an Argand burner of 15 holes, with a 7-inch chimney, and 
it was compared with the light of a sperm candle of 6 to the pound, consuming 120 
grains per hour, from which it was reduced to the value of wax candles of the same 
consumption ; in fact, the mode of testing and the instruments used were the same 
as those which I have employed for many years in my examinations of the Great 
— gas for the Corporation of London. I append the results in a tabular 

orm :— 
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Each of these is the result of twenty observations, and they show that the gas was 











of very irregular quality; for at 20 minutes t 7 it had the power of only 8*7 

fendend sperm nd and from that time t0.25 minutes Bn 10 it gradually rose 
to 11} standard candles, or to {12°86 wax, It then suddenly fell to 3°66 sperm, or 
4°18 wax; and so it remained to the end of my observations at midnight. Takin 
the mean of all the experiments, the gas had the illuminating power of only 8° 
sperm candles, or 9°67 wax. This is as lowa power as I have ever witnessed ; 
indeed it is nearly 19 per cent. below the usual requirements of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and it is rather more than 30 per cent. below the quality of the gas supplied 
to the City of London. Again, it will be observed that at the very time when public 
safety requires that the illuminating power of the gas should be maintained, its 
power fell to that of 4 standard candles, or to nearly 70 per cent. below the quality 
of —- gas. I have no doubt that the gas was highly charged with atmo- 
spheric air. 

3. The chemical quality of the gas was also unsatisfactory, for the gas was largely 
impregnated with ammonia and its usual fetid. accompaniments. It redden 
turmeric paper immediately, and it yielded as much as 10°13 grains of ammonia per 
100 cubic feet, This is rather more than twice as much as the gas of London usually 
contains, and the mischief of it is its corrosive action in copper fittings and on the 
brass taps. The products of the bustion of the gas furnished 18°2 grains of sul- 
phur per 100 cubic feet. This is capable of producing 55°7 grains of the strongest 
oil of vitriol of English commerce, a quantity that is more than double the proportion 
found in London gas, according to the average results obtained by the commissioners 
appointed to inquire into the lighting of public galleries. It is hardly necessary to 
say that this large proportion of sulphur must be a serious cause of injury to every 
kind of textile fabric exposed to the products of the burning gas. Looking, there- 
fore, at all these results, my —- is that the gas which I examined at Chatham 
was exceedingly bad, both in its chemical quality and in its illuminating power. In 
point of fact it had but one redeeming property, and that was a total absence of 
sulphuretted hydrogen, As an illuminating gas it was the worst I have ever 
examined, 


Witness : Shortly after this the company improved the gas a little, and 
pe Letheby again inspected, and reported in the following month as 
‘ollows :— 


Report of a Second Examination of the Illuminating Power and Chemical Quality 
of the Gas supplied to the Town of Chatham. 

On Monday, the 9th of January, I visited Chatham for the purpose of making a 
second examination of the gas supplied to the town. The experiments were con- 
ducted in one of the workrooms of Mr. Newcombe, at No. 161, in the High Street, 
and they extend over a period of 16 hours—namely, from half past 6 o’clock in the 
evening of the 9th to 10 0’clock on the morning of the 10th, The illuminating power 
of the gas was examined from half past 6 to 11 o’clock in the evening, and the 
following are the results of 80 observations :— 
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The average illuminating power (13°36 sperm or 15°27 wax) was therefore good, and 
it contrasted very strongly with the results obtained in the evening of the 7th of 
December last, when the average power was only 8°46 sperm or 9°67 wax. All the 
chemical = of the gas was most objectionable—the gas contained so large a 
quantity of sulphuretted hydrogen as to blacken lead paper in less than a minute ; 
in fact, the quantity of sulphur contained in the gas in the form of sulphuretted 
rogen and sulphuret of carbon amounted to 31°2 grains per 100 cubic feet. This 
in the act of burning produced so much sulphurous acid as to be recognizable by its 
odour, and to be a positive nuisance. The quantity of oil of vitriol produced by 
combustion and consequent oxidations of this sulphur amounts to 954 grains per 
100 cubic feet of gas. This is the largest proportion of sulphur I have ever obtained 
from coal gas ; and the quantity of sulphuretted hydrogen contained in the gas far 
exceeds anything I have before observed. Again, the gas contained as much as 16 
grains of ammonia in every 100 cubic feet. This is rather more than three times as 
much as is usually contained in the coal gas of London. In point of fact, the im- 
purities of the gas were excessively high. It was the worst gas I have ever examined 3 
and I am of opinion that it had not undergone any purification whatever, but was 
delivered to the public in its raw and highly poisonous condition. The effects of 
these impurities are objectionable in the extreme. Ammonia, for example, carries 
with it a large quantity of stinking tar, which makes the gas excessively offensive ; 
and the alkali is so corrosive in its action on brass and copper as to injure the fit- 
tings, and set fast the taps. Sulphur or sulphuretted hydrogen is also offensive and 
isonous; it gives to the gas the odour of putrid matter, and when inhaled it causes 
eadache, depression of the vital powers, nausea, and sometimes actual sickness; 
besides which it tarnishes silver and gilding, and quickly discolours paint. But 
whether in this form or in the form of sulphuret of carbon, it produces by its com- 
bustion a gas which has a powerful action on all kinds of goods, and is, therefore, 
objectionable in the highest degree. Looking at the general results of the examina- 
tions which were made on the two occasions—viz., on the 7th of December and on 
the 9th of January—I have no hesitation in saying that the Chatham gas is bad 
beyond all comparison, for on the 7th of December its illuminating power was the 
lowest I have ever observed; and on the present occasion its chemical uality, as 
regards the presence of impurities, is worse than that of any gas I have ever 
examined ; the escape of such a gas into a room is not only offensive, but is posi- 
tively dangerous. In case of there being any necessity for the verification of these 
results, I have preserved the lead paper blackened by the gas, and the acid products 
of its combustion. 
Iam myself a gas consumer. The gas has decidedly improved since then ; 
it was then infamous. You might walk down the street and fancy the shops 
were lit with rushlights, and the smell from the gas was very offensive. 
Although improved, however, it is still very bad, and the supply is irregular 
and deficient. My opinions are shared by a large number of the inhabitants 
of Chatham. In other towns I have noticed a much better — than in 
Chatham and Rochester; I never saw any town lighted so badly. At the 
time I speak of, I had to have my fittings examined almost every week ; the 
taps got corroded, and would not act. I have noticed the registration of the 
meter very irregular. My normal weekly consumption has been from 600 to 
800 cubic feet, and have seen it register more than double that without any 
assignable cause: 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I am aware of an Act called the Sale 
of Gas Act. I am aware that by that persons can have their meters tested 
by a public officer; but there is no opportunity in Chatham, there is no in- 
spector there. I do not suppose it is the fault of the company that there is 
no inspector there. I live between Chatham and Rochester. ‘There is better 
light at Greenwich, Gravesend, Maidstone, all parts of London, and at 
Southampton. There has been no test of the gas since 1860. I am not 
aware whether Dr. Letheby has tested the gas since then. I heard the com- 
pany had enlarged their purifying apparatus, and it has been better since 
then. Ifit were as good as the new company propose to give, I should be | 
satisfied ; but if all the modern restrictions were introduced into the bill of 
the present company, I should still advocate competition. I am aware that: 
that matter has been much discussed in London, and that the principle of 
“‘ districting’ has been adopted; I also know that in many towns one com- 
pany only exists. In Maidstone, Greenwich, and Gravesend, there is only 
one company. Iam not connected with the new company, e meter came 
from the gas company. I made complaints of its irregularity, but the matter 
has not been investigated. me 

Mr. Luoyp said there was no idea that the meter was defective; the con- 
tention was, that more gas passed through without giving any more light. 

Re-examined by Mr. Luoyp: I had no reason for thinking that the meter 
was defective; but that the quantity really passed through the meter. I 
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do not know that the old company.ever undertook to supply gas on the same 
terms and of the same quality as the new company propose. In 1860, I 
myself canvassed the town and obtained promises from at least seven- 
eighths of the inhabitants in the High Street to support a new company. 
y the Commitrez: There is as much desire for a new company now as 
there was then, although the gas has improved. 
r. George Buchanan, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

I am the —— of Chatham, and was present at the vestry meeting 
held on Easter Monday last. The following resolution was passed unani- 
mously: “That this vestry is of opinion that another company for 
Chatham is desirable and necessary.’’ It was signed by the vicar. It was 
strictly a vestry meeting—the annual Easter Monday meeting. There might 
have been 100 or 120 people present. I believe that resolution represented the 
opinion of all — My own opinion is that the gas during the last 
month or two has been improved ; since the time of this meeting. 

By the CuarnMan: Notice had been given that the gas question would be 
considered at this vestry meeting. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Richarps: When the resolution was first put, 
Mr. Hill, the solicitor to the existing company, spoke against it; he left 
before the resolution was put. There was a question whether it was proper 
to discuss this matter at a vestry meeting. There was an amendment put 
which was lost, and then the resolution was carried mem. con. Those who 
| proposed the amendment left when it was lost, and all the remainder voted 
jor the resolution, There may have been from 40 to 60 present then. The 
a; a and trustees of the poor have petitioned in favour of the bill. I 

ve heard that the mayor and aldermen of Rochester petitioned against the 
bill, but I do not know it of my own knowledge. I think competition would 
be beneficial in our neighbourhood, and some years ago I spent a good deal of 
money in trying to get it up, but failed. I am clerk to the union guardians, 
they declined to petition in favour of the bill. A gentleman, named Wiles, 
brought in a petition, but the guardians declined to adopt it. of 
Re-examined by Mr. Luoyp: The union guardians declined to petition, 
because they did not consider it a proper matter for their interference. ‘The 
local board of guardians have signed a petition in favour of the bill; 27 or 
28 were present. 

By the Cuarrman: The quantity has been complained of, but I have no 
complaint on that score; the as is the principal thing. 
Mr. Peachell, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

I am the vestry-clerk of Gillingham, and also to the inspectors of lighting. 
In January, 1865, the inspectors received a requisition from the inhabitants 
asking for a public meeting, and calling attention to the constant inadequate 
supply of gas to the public lamps. At the meeting of the inspectors it was 
decided to forward the memorial to the gas company, and this was done 
accompanied by a letter asking for redress. Meetings have been held from 
time to time on the subject. The dissatisfaction has not been so great since 
the present year. The dissatisfaction principally arose from the use of 
mercurial burners. Gillingham is rapidly increasing, and the consumption 
of gas is also increasing. f know the site of the proposed gas-works, and 
should not think any nuisance would arise there; it is a better situation 
than the other. The rateable value is £32,000; it has nearly doubled itself 
within eight or nine years. The general character of the houses near the 
new works are cottages, letting for from £6 to £10 ayear, There are not 
more than six houses over £20 a year. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The works would be better where 
they are ‘ic than further down the river; they might go down there, 
certainly. 1 know the neighbourhood; Dr. Lardner’s is a nice house, and 
Mr. Steele’s is another. The public lights at Gillingham were affected by 
the mercurial regulator; they often wert out. These burners were removed 
under a fresh agreement in the present year, and the lights have been better 
since. Gillingham isa large parish, over 4000 acres. The company md 
mains were they are required. I think the people would be satisfied wit 
the old company if a good light were given. 
Re-examined by Mr. Luoxp: If there were a new company there would 
probably be better gas. I have no doubt competition would improve it. 

* Capt. Day, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 
Iam an old Trafalgar man, have lived in Gillingham since 1837, and am a 
churchwarden. My house is next to Dr. Lardner’s. I shall be about 300 
yards off the new gas-works if they are put up. Iam here to express an 
opinion that the gas supplied by the old works is not satisfactory to me. 

here is a kind of rust settling down on the brasswork in the house, and a 
disagreeable smell after the gas has been lit foratime. I am willing for 
the new works to come near my house, if they will give me better gas than 
I have at present. : 
Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I should prefer the new company if 
they would give us better gas than we have now. I am convinced that new 
works could not be a greater nuisance than those which are there already. 
With the wind setting towards my house there is a disagreeable smell, and 
at times I am obliged to shut up my house. The old gas-works, where they 
are, area complete nuisance to those who have to pass them. The dust 
from water being thrown on the burning coke, at times, is a nuisance, when 
the works are so near a road as the old works are. Ihave heard, since the 
battle of Trafalgar, that competition sometimes ends in combination, but I 
cannot answer the question satisfactorily. 

The CHarRMAN said that the committee had heard enough as to the quality 
and quantity of the gas supplied by the present company. ' 

Mr. Luoyp said that he would called another witness, who lived near to 
the proposed works. 

Mr. James, examined by Mr. Lioyp. 

I was formerly in the Royal Navy, and now live at Gillingham, close to 
where the new works are to be put up. Ido not anticipate being driven out 
of my house by their coming there. I am willing to put up with their 
works there. I have no reason to suppose that the new gas-works will be a 
nuisance. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The old works are a nuisance. They 
are about a quarter of a mile off. The new ones will be about 200 yards 
from my house. I get some of the fumes from the old works at times. 

Mr. G. W. Stevenson, examined by Mr. O’Matury. 

I am a civil engineer, and of 20 years practice on my own account. My 
attention has been a good deal drawn to the erection of gas-works. I am 
engineer to the Halifax Gas- Works, and opened the works in that town. I 
have been the actual manager of the works for the last six years, and I am 
engineer to several other gas companies. I have been consulted with respect 
to this new company. [Witness pointed out the position of the proposed 
works on the plan.] It is a very eligible site for gas-works. It is on the 
banks of the river, and is eligible for getting materials. There is a tide na- 
vigation up to the side of the grounds. By the construction of a small jetty 
coals can be landed at the works. There ought to be no nuisance in gas- 
works—everything ought to be turned to profit. It is desirable to construct 
gas-works on ground lying as low as possible, as a lower pressure is re- 
quired, and there is therefore less risk of leakage. The proposed site is some- 








what lower than the highest tides, and therefore affords great facility for 
sending up gas — the town. Well-constructed works are not a nui- 
sance in a neighbourhood. The modern mode of purification by oxide is a 
great improvement on the old method by means of wet or dry lime, and pre- 
vents an unpleasant smell. There are no good buildings along the edge of 
the orchard—[pointed out on the plan]—near the old works, ere are no 
good buildings adjoining the pro plan. I should think the cottages by 
the old works were built before the works themselves. ‘I'hey are mostly old- 
looking buildings. I think the works were erected about 1850. They are 
small works, originally erected = private individual, who was blown up 
and killed, unfortunately; then they were bought by a company, and carried 
on by them since then. I consider that those works would constitute a 
much greater nuisance than the works on the proposed site. I am sure new 
works could be constructed and managed so as not to be a nuisance. In the 
old works the ammoniacal liquor is discharged into the river, and I have 
traced the nuisance for some distance down it. I have had my attention 
drawn to the circumstance of trees—fruit trees—in the neighbourhood of 
gas-works, I do not know that gas-works injure them. I know that very 
diluted ammoniacal liquor is useful to the growth of fruit trees. I know of 
fruit trees at Norwich, which never bore fruit before, removed near to the 
works, and bear fruit there. Rochester and Chatham, and the district, 
is the worst lighted district I ever saw in my life. I do not think the sup- 
ply is sufficient for the wants of the towns. If gas be supplied properly the 
public are always ready to take it. Ifthe public do not take it in a certain 
proportion to the ulation, it indicates that something is wrong in 
the manufacture of the gas. I should estimate the population of the 
district as 65,000, and the average consumption of gas 160 million 
feet. The company have modernized their works during the past few 
years. I do not know the capacity of their works, and so cannot state 
whether they can or cannot supply the necessary quantity. The gas, up to 
a recent period, has either been deficient in quality or in quantity, or the 
public would have taken it more than they have done. I can tell that it is 
not good gas. The only report as to the quality is that from Dr. Letheby, 
who says that it is the worst gas he has ever tested in his life. There ought 
to be a certain minimum illuminating power, and a maximum price. There 
is no obligation on the company to supply gas at all, nor any restrictions as 
to illuminating power or price. I think that if a company are to supply a 
town with gas, oe! ought to be placed under the greatest restrictions. 
They ought to be obliged to publish full detailed accounts as well, otherwise 
the consumers cannot tell whether they are paying more than 10 per cent., 
or whether they ought to have a reduction in the price. There ought to be 
an inspection of the quality of the gas supplied. Ishould not think of testing 
the gas of an existing company after a new company have begun. I could 
alter the gas supplied by this company to the extent of two or three candles 
in illuminating power in as many hours. I presume that if the company 
fulfilled their obligations to the public, and supplied good gas, and at a 
moderate price, the necessity for a new company would not have arisen. I 
have inspected the main works in the city of Rochester. The works I have 
seen there, and the apparatus for lighting the town, could not have been 
erected under £50,000 or £60,000. I have calculated at what price the 
supply could be produced. The cost per 1000 cubic feet to the consumer, 
allowing be per cent. of gas to be unaccounted for, would be 2s. 1d. This 
does not include the company’s dividend. There would be added 1s. 5d. to 
make up 10 per cent., thus making the price 3s. 6d. to the consumer. I 
should advise the committee to insert 3s. 6d. as the maximum price of the 
as to be supplied by the new company. The maximum price of gas at 
lymouth is 2s, 9d. per 1000 feet ; Manchester, 3s. ; Liverpool, 3s. 2d., and 
at Nottingham, 3s, In Manchester and Liverpool the gas is 22-candle gas ; 
in Leeds it is 18; and Nottingham is 16-candle gas. ‘There are two com- 
panies in Leeds, competing most vigorously, and they both pay the full 
dividend allowed. I cannot see any other means by which Rochester, Chat- 
ham, and the other towns can obtain relief, except by the formation of a 
new company. The district nearest to the site of the new works is extending 
rapidly. I have generally found that an honourable commercial competition 
is a principle recognized by most parties. Ido not know why there should 
not be free trade in gas as well as in any other commodity. The estimated 
cost of 33. 6d. would give a profit of 10 per cent. to the company. There has 
been a very searching inquiry indeed this session as to the price of gas. | 
Upon the recommendation of the referees the committee have sanctioned 
3s. 6d. as the maximum price to be charged by the new company at Brighton. 
The cost price to the consumer there was 2s. 4}d., against 2s. 1d. here. 

By the CHarrmMAN: I do not know the capacity of the old works. I do 
not think there is any security for giving the public the gas they require 
unless by a new company. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The question of going down the river 
is principally one of expense of mains and of loss of gas; I cannot tell the 
amount of leakage ina mile. The expense of going down the river would 
involve the cost of the leading main and the loss by condensation ; it is 
always desirable to get the works as near the point of supply as possible con- 
sistently with avoidance of nuisance. 

Mr. Ricuarps: And with not taking people’s land compulsorily > 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. RicHarps: Can you give me a single instance of a new company 
having compulsory powers given them for taking land? 

Witness : I know of no precedent in a new company. There are very few 
new companies. What is good for an old company is good for a new one. 
Assuming that the old company were placed under restrictions, I think 
there is a fair opening for two companies. Where gas is supplied under 
proper conditions, I should say let the company alone; I woul not disturb 
a company which was fulfilling its obligations. I think it too bad that the 
new company should whip the old company into a sense of their obligations 
and they should now come and say they will come to Parliament next year, 
and place themselves under restrictions. I am retained by the solicitors. 

Mr. RICHARDS : You put down £3000 for parliamentary and preliminary 
expenses ? 

r. O’Mattey objected that the matter of estimates could not be gone 
into there; it ought to have been gone into before the referees, which had 
been neglected. 

After some discussion on this point, the chairman ruled that the question 
might be put. 

Witness: There is £3000 allowed. Iam in favour of competition, under 
some circumstances; under others, of a regulated monopoly, I am in favour 
of districting in London, Rochester is not at all a parallel case. The dis- 
trict to be supplied affords a fair opening for the establishing of a new com- 
pany. Two would supply the district better than one; if ae | were both 
in Parliament together, 1 do not know that I should object to districting if 
they were each under precisely similar circumstances. I have no doubt that 
on the old site works might be erected capablo of supplying the whole dis- 
trict; at the same time, I think it aaa be more economically supplied 
from two manufacturing stations. I do not know the capacity of the works, 
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and will not offer an opinion. The works have been modernized and recon- 
structed, eeeeety. I do not know whether it is proposed to manufacture 
residual products on the works. Sulphate of ammonia may be manufactured 
with a nuisance or without. I do not know whether the old company have 
ever been indicted for a nuisance. I should not use lime for removing the 
sulphur; I should use carbolic acid. The London companies use no lime. 
We do not calculate upon driving out the old company. I think the district 
burned ought to be about 160 millions. Out of the cost of 2s. at the con- 
sumer’s meter, I cannot tell you the cost for distribution. I have deducted 
from the total cost the value of the residuals ; I could give it you after a little 
time. The cost of gas into the holders is simply that of coal and labour. 
There are many towns where gas is dearer than 33. 6d.; where coal is cheap 
coke is almost valueless. Halifax is lighted by only one company—it is 
done by the corporation. At Liverpool and Nottingham there are single 
companies only under parliamentary restrictions. 
Re-examined by Mr. O’Mattey: The mile down the river would have 
to be added to the mains, if we went there; it would also require a larger 
main to overcome the friction. In Brighton it was objected very strongly 
that, instead of having compulsory powers, they came with a contract. In 
Yarmouth, Hull, and other places, compulsory powers were given. I see 
A reason why a new company should not have the same facilities as an 
old one. 
Mr. O’Mattey: You are asked whether, if old companies were to under- 
take to come to Parliament and put themselves under all the restrictions of 
modern legislation, you would be satisfied. Do you know any means by 
which they could be bound ? 
Witness : I do not. 
Mr. O’Mauttey: Nor doI; I defy any lawyers to do it. Iam glad my 
learned friend pleads guilty to the charges brought against them. 
Mr. Ricuarps: Oh, no, I do not. 
Re-examination continued: In the Brighton case the old company had 
actually a bill for further powers at the same time the new company sought 
a bill, and both were granted. 

Mr. Georye Anderson, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 
Ihave had many years experience as a gas engineer. I am engineer to 
several companies and am lessee of six gas-works. I know Chatham and 
Rochester well. Gas ought to be — cheaply there; there is every 
facility for carrying on the business. ‘The proposed site is very good for the 
purpose and of little use for anything else, unless it were a factory. It can 
never be used for dwelling-houses. It is low, which is convenient for the 
distribution of the gas. Several of the houses near are on much higher 
ground, and are of such a character as would be improved by the vicinity of 
the works, There would be no nuisance to the existing houses, supposing 
they were built on modern principles. The old company, with only £20,000 
capital, could not supply the district; it is a growing district. Most gas 
companies increase their capital about 10 per cent. per year. Fresh capital 
must be raised by some one. 
By the CuarrMan: The new company would have to lay new mains; the 
old one would have to enlarge them. 
By Mr. Luoxp: This company could, I think, do a fairly remunerative 
business at a price of 3s. 6d., as things are at present. In my opinion it will 
save outlay if new works are erected instead of having to pull down old 
\ and erect new in their place. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: I am ignorant who is to be the engineer 
of the new company. I have a partner named Jones. I believe he has been 
in communication with the old company as to a settlement of this question. 
I do not know that he said that if Messrs, Jones and Anderson leased the works 
the new company would be withdrawn. He had some communication with 
them. Iam a joint lessee with him at Dover and at Canterbury. The works at 
Dover have been in the town for the last 40 years, and we have had to extend 
our works so much that we had to goa mile further off. They are still in 
thetown. Some few years ago we went to Parliament for a bill and proved 
that there was no nuisance from the works in Dover. We are moving our 
works because we want more room, and we have seven years to do it in. As 
a general rule I should put gas-works in the best position under the cireum- 
stances ; not near houses if as good a site otherwise could be obtained. At 
Chatham I should have chosen the proposed site of the new works. I am 
quite sure it is not a question of nuisance which makes people petition 
against the bill. 1 think the people who live nearest would rather have the 

as-works that not. We have had some complaints of the new works at 

over. The surveyor has examined the place and has not reported against 
us. It was a brewer’s wife who complained, and she is a very extraordinary 
woman. I do not know whether any new gas company has had compulsory 
powers. I have not given it attention. I have had considerable experience 
in gas matters. It all depends upon circumstances whether I am an advo- 
cate for competition. I thought it would be bad in the case of Wandsworth 
and Putney. I said that in that district competition would be madness, but 
the cases are not at all parallel. If one company will not do its duty 
another ought to be allowed to supply the public. ; if the old company 
came under proper restrictions I think each company might very properly 
have a district. 

Re-examined by Mr. Luoyp: It is within a week that I have been applied 
toto give evidence on this bill. In the communication my partner made 
to the old company he acted | with a view of getting more business ; he 
did not act in any way on behalf of the new company. If the old company 
had come to Parliament years ago, as they ought to have done, the new com- 
pany would never'have been started. I do not hesitate to say that the old 
company must have £60,000 of capital invested in Chatham. I never knew 
a case so radically bad as this case. The illuminating power and the purity 
ought to be regulated, and the price regulated by a 10 per cent, dividend. 

Mr. C. C. Corfield, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 

Tam a surveyor at Rochester; I know the property proposed to be taken 
by the omens. The general class of houses near are cottages from £8 to 
£12. year. There are very few good houses, and they stand on higher 

ound, There is no pretence for saying that the property would be injured 

y the gas-works, I produce a plan of the site. 

Cross-examined by Mr. BurkKE: There are only three or four large houses 
within a few hundred yards. I do not know of any eligible sitein the neigh- 
bourhood which is at present for sale. 

Mr. John Longley, examined by Mr. Luoyn, stated that he lived at Rain- 
ham when the population was about 1400 in 1861. It had rapidly increased. 
There was a great desire in that locality for gas, which was not supplied by 
the Chatham and Rochester Company. Rainham had a railway station, 
where oil-lamps had to be used. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: Rainham was about 1} mile from the 
ne ay ag the acreage was about 3500; the average house rent might 








Mr. Rawlinson, examined by Mr. Luoyp. 








the correspondence which passed between us and Mrs, Lomas. Messrs. Val- 





Tam one of the managing clerks to Messrs. Vallance. I have a copy of | 


lance are retained as solicitors on behalf of this bill by gentlemen connected 
with Chatham. : 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: Mr. John Bayard is one of the gentlemen 
who retained Messrs, Vallance, and the executors of the late Capt. Budden 
have not repudiated the arrangement which he entered into in this matter. 
I believe there is a written contract on the part of the late Capt. Budden, but 
I have not got it. Ihave seen the solicitor to the executors, who has con- 
firmed the arrangement made by Capt. Budden. Funds have been advanced. 
I decline to produced the written agreement. We have been in negotiation 
with Mrs. Lomas as to the purchase of the land, but it has not been carried 
out. Mr. Lomas entertained my proposals. We have never had a positive 
refusal, only evasions. I do not know of a precedent for granting compul- 
sory powers, but I have not had much experience in these cases. == 

-examined by Mr. Luoyp: When I saw Mr. Grant, the solicitor to 
Messrs, Lomas, I told him if we had serious opposition from them we should 
withdraw the bill. He said he hoped we should not do that, and if we did 
that we would communicate with him first. On one occasion Mr. John 
Lomas said he would take it into consideration whether he would become a 
director of the company. He subsequently declined. We have received 
money from two gentlemen, who have advanced largely for the expenses of 
this bill. They reside at Chatham. 

Mr. Lioyp said that was the case for the promoters. 





Fripay, May 4. 

Mr. Hore Scorr read the evidence of Mr. Welsford Rawlinson as to the 
part Messrs. Vallance and Co. took in respect to the bill, and the exist- 
ence of a document in possession of those gentlemen, which Mr. Rawlinson 
was asked on Thursday to produce, but which he said he had no power to 
do in the absence of his principals. ‘The document was in reference to the 
responsibility which the executors of the late Capt. Budden had in con- 
nexion with the formation of the new company. ‘The learned counsel sub- 
mitted that sufficient notice had been given, according to the practice of 
ae omegee sd committees, for the production of this document; but as that 

ad been objected to, he proposed, as they now knew what it contained, to 
put in secondary evidence respecting it. 

Mr. O’MatieEy contended that if Mr. Rawlinson had produced the docu- 
ment without the authority of his superiors it would have been a dereliction 
of duty on his part. There was no notice served for the production of the 
document till just before or immediately after they came into the room. 

Mr. Hore Scorr understood that two notices had been served—one upon 
the solicitors at their office, the other upon their parliamentary agents. _ 

Mr. O’Mattey replied that up to half past eleven that morning no notice 
had been served upon the solicitors at all. 

The CuarrMAN said the committee thought that the document should be 
produced; time might be allowed to procure it. They would hear Mr. Hope 
Scott for the petitioners. 4 

Mr. RAWLINSON asked leave to state that he had on the previous evening 
looked for the agreement, and was not able to find it. z 

Mr. Hore Scorr said he proposed to call his witnesses before addressing 
the committee, and thought it important that the agreement referred to 
should be in evidence. He would therefore, as the original document was 
not forthcoming, give secondary evidence of it. 

Mr. Prali, examined by Mr. Hope Scorr. 

I am town-clerk of Rochester, and solicitor to the executors of the late 
Mr. Budden. I attend simply in the interest of my clients, from having 
seen the minutes of evidence, which I thought misrepresented the truth. 
The facts are that there was an agreement signed by the late Mr, Budden 
agreeing to contribute £300 towards the expenses of an application to Par- 
liament. Upon his death, I was instructed to ascertain whether his execu- 
tors were liable, and had counsel’s opinion to the effect that they might be 
liable. I then communicated with Messrs. Vallance, and desired them to 
take Mr. Budden’s name from the bill, stating that unless they did so, a bill 
would be filed to compel them. They undertook to remove the name; and 
I said that if we were liable to pay the whole or any part of the sum which 
Mr. Budden had agreed to advance, we should pay it, but the exeeutors 
would undertake no responsibility nor be parties in any way to the applica- 
tion to Parliament. 

Mr. O’ Mattey asked how this statement differed from the evidence. 

Witness read several answers which he said were not in accordance with 
his statement, and then produced the copy of the agreement referred to. 

Mr. O’Mattey asked whether this private agreement ought to be pro- 
duced. It was a mere pretext for getting in as evidence what they had no 
right to put. 

The CHarrMAN said the committee thought it important to have as full 
particulars as possible of the origin of the new company. 

Witness : This is a copy of the agreement which was made in my office. 

Mr. O’Matiey: Did you examine the copy with the original ? 

Witness : I believe so; I cannot swear to it. : 

Mr. O’MALLEy objected to the copy being put in, as there was no evi- 
dence that it was a true copy. 

The CHarrMAN asked to be allowed to look at the agreement. It was 
therefore handed in, and witness said it was part of the case which had 
been submitted to counsel. and the opinion was written on it. 

The CHArRMAN decided that the copy might be received. 

Witness read the agreement, which showed that the parties signing it 
agreed to provide the funds for the bill, not exceeding £1200 in all. 

Mr. O’Matuzy declined to cross-examine the witness. 

: Mr. J. H. Andrews, examined by Mr. Ricwarps. 

I reside at Rochester, and am an architect and surveyor, and a guardian 
of the poor. I know the district lighted by the existing gas company. The 
High Street of Strood, Rochester, and Chatham is one thoroughfare about 
three miles long. There is a double main along the principal part of the 
street. The average width of the street is about 19 feet; the narrowest is 
about 14 feet and the widest about 24 feet. I live in that street. I do not 
think it would be well to have the street broken up by fresh gas-mains; 
there is great inconvenience at present from the gas and water mains. When 
the water main was laid down the centre of the street, the traffic could not 
pass along it. Last winter the road sank in front of my house, in conse- 
quence of the laying of the water-mains. I have been a consumer of gas 
since the company has been established: For the last six years there has 
been a sufficient supply of gas when my burners were right, and when I 
have had any com finint to make it has generally arisen from a defective 
state of the pipes, Caneeen, or meter. Any complaint has been immediately 
attended to. The gas ng laid down mains wherever they have 
been required, in many cases before houses were built. The company have 
plenty of land for extending their works, As a member of the corporation 
of Rochester, I can state that I never remember any complaints of the gas 
being made. Iam a member of the estate committee before which such 
complaints would be brought. I think the corporation presented a petition 
in favour of the old company, but not in favour of the new. The hamlet 
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of Grange, mentioned in the new bill, is a small place with about 20 cottages 
and three or four respectable houses. The village of Leasing is six miles 
from the pro: works ; it contains two farm-houses and about 24 inhabi- 
tants. Rainham isa large place, but there would be no difficulty in the 
old company supplying gas there as well as the new. I was present ata 
meeting held «t the Sun, at Chatham; I do not think the inhabitants took 
much interest in it. It was not an influential meeting, nor was that at 
Rochester at which Mr. Jesse shoes premier. I have no shares in the old 
company. I was payed employed—asked to come, and I came, 

Cross-examined by Mr. O’Matiry: Asa protons: man I expect to be 
employed professionally when I attend the House of Commons to give evi- 
dence. I not made special investigation about the mains, I know very 
well, from daily observation, where the mains are, I live in Medway 
Terrace, High Street. I cannot say I have never heard of complaints against 
the gas company. I have not heard constant complaints. In many cases I 
have found people who had pipes too small for their supply. I have heard 
complaints of both bad quality and insufficient quantity. I never heard of 
Dr. Letheby coming down until yesterday. I have not seen bills posted 
abont the town with Dr. Letheby’s report on them. I do not know of com- 
pints by the verry at Gillingham. ‘There is not a lighting committee of 

he corporation. There is alighting commission, but they are not connected 
with the corporation. The Estates Committee would attend to any defects 
in lighting the town property, such as the town-hall. I am trustee of a 
church seating 360 persons; we get more gas than we want; we are obliged 
to turn the burners down to prevent their roaring. It is a chapel—we call 
ita church, it is not an Episcopalian church. I have not known of the 
lights going out in St. Peter’s Church; if they let them out it was their 
own fault ; perhaps fer love darkness rather than light. I never heard of 
the lights going out in the Corn Exchange. I dare say there are now 2000 
inhabitants in Rainham. I am not aware that they have asked over and 
over again for gas, and been refused. I do not know the number of ‘persons 
present at the meeting at the Sun. I do not think there were 150 there. 
At the meeting at Rochester they could not get a chairman, and so Mr. 
Thomas was voted into the chair. As far as my knowledge goes I do not 
think there were 100 present. I tried to count them. I counted 42. .There 
were several votes against the resolution. I held up my own hand against 
it, I dare say that was after I had my retainer. 
Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: Most likely if the lights going out had 
been generally talked about, I should have heard of it. I have heard more 
about the bad gas in Rochester the last two days than I ever did before. Our 
church is within a stone’s throw of St. Peter’s, and the gas never goes out. 

Mr. Joseph H. Ellis, examined by Mr. RicHarps, 

I am a civil engineer, and have been foreman of the works in Chatham 
Dockyard for nine or ten years, I reside in the New Road, Chatham, and 
consume gas at my own house. The whole of the gas supplied to the Dock- 
a Marine Barracks, and Melville Hospital is under my superintendence. 

he annual quantity supplied to those establishments is upwards of 10 mil- 
lions ; the main through the Admiralty property was increased about 
twelve months ago. Before that the supply threatened to become deficient ; 
it is now quite sufficient, and the quality is good. Gas is used throughout 
the dockyards; if fag gs were made they would be made to me. I have 
received complaints that there was not sufficient gas, but when the mains 
were increased the supply was ample. The residences of the officers are lit 
with gas. I never found any reasonable complaint against the company. 
All the comet I heard arose from the pipes being too small. I have not 
heard complaints from the inhabitants of Rochester and Chatham. I have 
been satisfied with the supply at my own house. I have no interest in the 
old qompeny, I do not think it desirable to have a new company, with the 
power of breaking up streets to lay down mains. If the old company gave a 
pledge to come to Parliament next year, and place themselves under all 
modern restrictions, I believe they would do so, I know some of the 
directors personally. 

Cross-examined ¥ Mr. O’Matuzy : I am very well acquainted with some 
of the directors, am very intimate with Mr. Ford; he contracts very 
largely with the Government. The Government pay 3s. 4d. per 1000 for 
their gas. That has been about a twelvemonth. They paid first 4s. 6d., 
then 4s,, then 3s. 6d., then 3s. 4d.. They have always paid less than the 
seven public. Down to the time when we altered the mains there were 

quent complaints, but not of the quality of the gas. Since the alteration 
complaints have been made, but not frequent, nor well grounded. We al- 
tered the services to the houses where the complaints came from. There was 
a complaint to the Admiralty about six months ago; it referred to the in- 
sufficiency of the supply to the officers houses. I have nothing to do with 
the convict department. Six years ago the gas was very bad in quality; it 
has improved during the last four years. I have not noticed any great 
improvement within the last year, either in colour or anything else. 
-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The Government take the gas at a meter 
at the entrance to their yard, and bear any loss that takes place after that. 
The mains and services inside the yard are the property of the Government. 
They select the calibre of the pipes. Since the supply-pipe to the officers 
houses has been enlarged there have been no complaints, 

By the Cuairman: I pay 4s, for my private fupply- 

Mr. W. Aldridge, examined by Mr. Ricanrps. 

I am a plumber and gas-fitter, and have resided in High Street, Rochester, 
and carried on my business for about 25 years. During that time I have 
been a consumer of gas. I have been satisfied with the quality and quantity 
of the supply. Asa gas-fitter I come in constant contact with the con- 
sumers. There has not been a general complaint by any means about the 

as. I never heardsuch complaints in RochesterasI havehere. There has 
en a time when the gas has not been equal in quality to the average ; that 
was six or seven years ago, and arose, I believe, from exceptional circum- 
stances. I have on employed by persons who complained of deficiency, and 
told them I would give them plenty of gas, or would not charge them any- 
thing for the job. Very often a 10-light meter has been made to supply 20 
or 4 lights, and that I believe has been the cause of most of the complaints. 
I am an owner of houses in Rochester; some are lighted with gas, I never 
had any complaints. I have supplied several churches, and the Chatham 
railway station with gas-fittings, and never had any complaint of the defi- 
cient supply. I do not think it desirable to have a new company in Rochester. 
I think the old company has treated its customers very fairly, I am not in 
any way influenced “ any connexion with the gascompany. __ 

Gross-sxsmnined by Mr, O’Matxey: I have not done anything for the 
company for a long time. I have not been employed professionally to come 
here, t know Mr. Ford and Mr. Levi; they do not employ me; they are 
members of the corporation. I work a good deal for the corporation. 
Messrs. Levi and Ford are directors of the gas company. I believe the wit- 
nesses who spoke of the complaints were making exaggerated statements, I 
do not think exaggerated evidence is false intentionally. I have known in- 
stances of gas going out when the meter has been insufficient—the higher 
lights a take the gas, and the lower ones would go out. When all go 











out, it generally arises from want of water in the meter. I am not aware 
that the station-master has petitioned in favour of the new bill, or that the 
whole of the staff employed there complained. I was not aware that 1100 
inhabitants had stated under their hands that the gas was bad and insuffi- 
cient. There are other gas-fitters in Chatham. They are generally aware 
of the proper size of pipes and fittings for a certain number of lights. It 
does not follow that when a gas-fitter has put up gas-fittings, and the light 
is insufficient, that the gas must be bad. There may not be lights — : 
if there were, and the light was still bad, the gas must be deficient in quality, 
I refitted Chatham station about five years ago. I know the Rochester 
Bridge station; the light there has been good for the last two years. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: I see no want of gas at the Rochester 
Bridge station. If a man with a small meter increases the number of lights, 
the gas would pass in insufficient quantity. 

By the Commirrex: It is usual to put more lights than the meter is sup- 
posed to carry. A 10-light meter will carry 15. 

Mr. James Huikes, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I am a magistrate for the county of Kent, and reside at the Little Her- 
mitage about two miles from Rochester. In 1863 I asked the company to 
lay a main to my house, being a mile and a quarter beyond their main; 
they did so on my agreeing to pay 6s. per 1000 cubie feet, and to burn 50,000 
feet per annum. Since then the main has been extended to Mr. Charles 
Dickens's residence, adjoining mine. I only had to complain on one occa- 
sion, when an accident occurred in removing some of the mains. I am not 
connected in any way with the gas company. I do not remember hearing 
any complaint in society in Rochester about the gas. Iam connected with 
a brewery at Chatham; about two months ago there was a complaint of the 
gas there, and it was attempted to be rectified by enlarging the pipe from 
the main to my meter. I had reduced the number of lights. I understood 
that there was a defect in the meter, and after it was altered the supply was 
abundant. 

Cross-examined by Mr. O’Matizy: I do not know the powers of the gas 
company to lay gas to my house. Gas is not generally used in the sit- 
ting-rooms where I visit in Rochester. 

Jason Lardner, Esq., examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am deputy medical inspectoy in the navy. I reside at Gillingham, 
within 300 yards of the proposed works; there is an orchard between my 
house and the proposed site. I purchased the orchard as building land. I 
consider the new works would be detrimental to m ~ ay I think gas- 
works are injurious to vegetable life, but not to health. I think it would 
be detrimental to my orchard as an orchard, and would depreciate its value 
as building land. The old works are between 200 and yards from my 
house, and I have often to shut my windows to avoid the nuisance. I have 
consumed gas for 10 years; during that time I have been quite satisfied with 
the quantity, but not always with the quality. I have generally found the 
defect to be in my own burners. On the whole I have been quite satisfied. 
I have petitioned against the bill. In my opinion there are no general com- 
plaints in Gillingham. There are compiaiats in New Brompton, where the 
people are fond of agitation. 

Cross-examined by Mr, O’Mattry: I am a retired deputy medical in- 
spector. I bought the orchard in 1863, in order to prevent building upon 
it. That orchard is from 200 to 300 yards from the old works. I planted 
the orchard within two years. There is an orchard close to the old works 
where there is hardly a tree alive. I thought the works were too far off to 
injure my trees. I have considered that the new works are to be at the 
water-edge, and I think the new works would be nearer than the old; I 
cannot tell exactly. It is sulphuretted or carburetted hydrogen, or the 
water which they let off, which generally injures plants. The piling up of 
the refuse lime on the bank would not injure health, but I think it would 
hurt the trees. It is very nauseous. I object to the new company simply 
asa nuisance. I do not know that I have said that I did not object to this 
company. I may have said I did not care if there were forty companies if 
they were away from my place. I am a petitioner against the bill, but I 
have nothing to do with the rome the company pay the expenses, and 
I expect they will py my travelling expenses, 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: There is a principal street between the 
old works and my house; the space is full of houses. There are none be- 
tween my house and the proposed works, except two, which let at £60a 
year each. I have known the manufacture of ammonia going on without 
any nuisance. 

Mr. Geo. Blazland, examined by Mr, RicHarps. 

I am the chief engineer of Her Majesty’s dockyard at Sheerness. I have 
a house at Gillingham, where I live occasionally; it is about 150 yards 
from the site of the = works. I have not signed the gegen against 
the company, as I did not know of it, or I should, as I think it will injure 
my property. I should be very glad to be clear of the old works, but they 
were there when I purchased the property. My tenant consumes gas, and 
it is so good that I have had it laid on all over the house. He has never 
complained. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyp: The house is divided into two, and one 
is let. Iam there sometimes once a week; sometimes I go on Saturday 
and stop till Monday. I bought the houses after the old gas-works were 
erected. I bought it as a residence for myself, and divided it afterwards. 
The gas has been laid on in one two years; in my own house I have not 
yet begun to burn it. Mr. Steele is my tenant. When I heard that the 
new works were to be built, I said it would ruin the property. The new 
works would be further from my house than the old ones, ‘but there are no 
intervening houses. 

Mr. Wm. Willis, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I reside in High Street, Chatham, and am proprietor of the Sun Hotel, 
where I consume about £60 Worth of gas per annum. I have not had fre- 
quent occasion to complain, and when I have had occasion to complain it t 
has been remedied. The principal cause of complaint was five or six years 
ago, when the works were being extended. I have gas in my bed-room; I 
never experienced the slightest inconvenience. I believe the gas bears 
favourable comparison with that of other towns. I have no pecuniary con- 
nexion with the company. I was for seven years a member of the Board of 
Health, and have been a guardian of the poor. I am also churchwarden, 
and vice-president of the Mechanics Institute. At those institutions I have 
not heard general complaints of the I believe it would be a serious 
hindrance to the business of the town if new mains were laid; and I think 
if the old company came to Parliament, and placed themselves under modern 
restrictions, there could be no possible reason for a new company. Even 
without those restrictions, I believe they have acted with great fairness and 
liberality, both as to price and quality. The Board of Health has recently 
gone to great expense in repairing the roads with granite, and I may state 
from experience that if such streets are broken up, it is a long time before 
they are restored to their former state. I know complaints have been made; 
people at Chatham grumble at everything. Mr. Blakey, who seconded the 
resolution at the Chatham meeting, is not a consumer. He told me he was 











~ 




















May 29, 1866.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 431 





asked to second the resolution, and he did it. Iam churchwarden for the 
parish church of Chatham, and there has never been any difficulty with 
respect to the gas, except on one occasion, when they were changing the gas, 
and they gave us notice of it beforehand, I have asked commercial men 
visiting the Sun if the character of the gas was noticeably different from 
that in other places, and they said they should not haye noticed anything 
if their attention had not been called to it. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyp: I am quite sure it is not 12 years since 
the works were extended. I have never had to complain of the gas, except 
on the occasion to which I have referred, during 25 years. fi is about 
three months since when I spoke to the commercial men about the gas. 
Mr. Winch, the brewer, my landlord, is a director of the gas company. He 
has only been my landlord four years. Previous to that I lived at Ordnance 
Place, in my own house, After I went home last night I turned off a part 
of the supply, and found the light still very good. 
Mr. Austin, examined by Mr, Ricnarps. 
Iam a plumber, gas-fitter, &c., and live in High Street, Rochester, and 
am lessee of Rochester Theatre. I have used gas in both places for the last 
six years. I burn from £30 to £40 worth of gas at both premises. I have 
had no reason to complain of the quantity or quality of the gas. I have 
travelled through England with a musical entertainment, and I think the 
gas at Chatham compares favourably with other places. Once a year I let 
the theatre to a London company, and I never had any complaints from 
them about the gas. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyp: I have had the theatre about six years. 
I generally let it. I have let it to Mr. Clarke six or seven seasons. I let it 
to him more often than to any one else. I ‘‘all but doubt” that Mr. Chas. 
Clarke has signed a paper to take gas from the new company for 60 lights. 
I saw Mr. Clarke on Monday evening, and he did not say he had signed it. 
toy pay from £20 to £25 a year for gas myself. I never had occasion to 

nd fault. 
_Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: Mr. Clarke could not lay on a service- 
pipe to the theatre without my permission. 

_. Mr. E. R, Coles, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I have resided at Rochester since 1816, and have been mayor, and am an 
alderman and a magistrate, I am a gas consumer, and have 16 eg in my 
house. Generally speaking, I have found the quantity and quality of the 
gas to be satisfactory. I have had cause of complaint, but have found the 
defect was in the pipes or fittings. I do not believe there is any general or 
well founded complaint existing about the gas. I am not aware that the 
corporation has had any complaint to make on this subject. I am opposed 
to anew company being introduced. There is only one road, and that a nar- 
row one, to the railway station; and if a new main were laid down, I be- 
lieve it would almost put a stop to business. I think the company have 
acted fairly and liberally. I think if they were placed under modern re- 
strictions it would be perfectly satisfactory. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Lroyp: I am a coal-factor. There have been 
attempts to get up gas companies before this. I do not know how many. 
never heard that the directors stated that the bad quality of the gas, when 
complained of, was owing to the quality of the coal. Iam not aware whether 
that is correct. I acted as a to the coal company in the north who sup- 
= them some time ago. I am nota shareholder; my brother-in-law is, 

have not asked him the dividend they pay. I think the price is reason- 
able, particularly considering the risk which is run of explosion, and so on. 
The streets have been broken up for gas and water mains, and great incon- 
venience has arisen, I burn gas at my own house in Rochester. 
Re-examined by Mr. RicuArps: I do not know who attempted to get up 
former companies. I believe by speculation rather than by the inhabitants 
of Chatham. I do not know how long the price has been 4s, The company 
urchase coals by tender. I believe they took the lowest tender. At the 
ast tender one of the directors told me that some one else had tendered 
below the colliery for which I am agent. 

_ Mr. J. R. Foord, examined by Mr, Rrcuarps. 

My father is a director of the gas company, I and my brothers carry on the 
business of builders and contractors, and I am a member of the corporation. 
My firm consume about £60 worth of gas per annum. Generally speaking, 
the supply of gas has been satisfactory, Whenever complaints are made 
they receive prompt attention, My father has been a director about five 
years, The corporation, as a body, are satisfied with the gas, and have 
a against the bill. My father has not taken an active part in the 

irection of the gas company for the last eighteen months, I think it very 
undesirable to have two gas companies in Chatham and Rochester. I at- 
tended the meeting at the Bull Inn at Rochester. It was decidedly not an 
influential meeting. 
By the CHarrman: There has been a discussion in the corporation about 
the gas; some few were desirous of not opposing the bill. A deputation 
waited upon the gas company, who pledged themselves to produce as good 
an article as possible and at as low a price; and, in consequence, the corpo- 
ration petitioned against the bill. e corporation feel that if at any time 
there should be two companies, they should themselves erect the new 
works, They feel that they could give a better article and at a lower price 
than a company of London speculators, lawyers, and engineers. The great 
point in the deputation was to obtain a better quality of gas. A division 
took place in the council, and about three-eighths, perhaps, were against 
petitioning against the bill. Of the five-eighths I do not think any one had 
any personal interest in the company, or to a very small extent. 

_ Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyn: I brought the matter before the corpora- 
tion. I gave my opinion that it was very undesirable that there ‘ona be 
two gas companies. The division took place after the deputation had waited 
on the gas company. There were not more than three-fourths of the 
corporation present, There was no meeting in favour of the old gas com- 
ey. I cannot say the rate of dividend of the gas company; I do not 

ow. I do not know they have always refused information as to the profits 
ofthe company. I have heard that such was the fact. 
Re-examined by Mr. Hopz Scott: I am not aware of any member of the 
corporation being in favour of the new company, except on the principle 
that competition would do good. 
Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. Hore Scort. 
I am a civil engineer, and have devoted my attention for 35 years to gas 
tions, About six weeks ago, I inspected the works of the Chatham 
ompany. The works at Rochester have been entirely rebuilt within four 
or five years, with the exception of one or two gasholders. The whole of the 
alterations were not completed. There were 224 retorts. The previous winter 
uP had been furnished by 174 retorts; the supply has been from 180,000 
to 190,000 feet per diem. “The purifying apparatus was in good order. 
There were seven gasholders, holding 223,000 feet ; five of them were nearly 
new. Plans were then being prepared of a new one to hold 247,000 feet. 
The principal main is a 14-inch one. The initial night pressure at the 
works was equal to 2°8 of an inch; the day pressure was an inch, 
Mr. Luoyp objected that these matters were questions for the referees, 

















and that as the petitioners had declined to go before the referees they 
ought not to be allowed to go into them before the committee. He read the 
93rd Standing Order, which provided that in gas bills the following matters 
should be discussed only before the referees—viz., ‘‘ the quality of the gas, the 
existing supply, the price, the amount of pressure, the cost of uction 
and the modes of testing the purity and illuminating power of the gas, and 
the proposed maximum price to be charged.” . 

The CuatrMan said the committee had looked into this, and had taken 
the opinion of the speaker's counsel, and they believed these matters might 
be entered into. 

Examination continued : The gas-works are well situated as regards level ; 
that 5p mew to pressure and ready access for coal. The gas was being made 
from Lanchester coal, with no cannel. The illuminating power I tested a 
the ordinary Bunsen photometer, and the result was that the gas was of 14 
candles power at the works. The London standard at present is 12 within 
1000 yards. I should think the gas would not be less than 13 over the whole 
district. The gas was quite free from sulphuretted hydrogen. I also visited 
the works at Gillingham; they are well situated for level, and are near the 
water. They contain 48 retorts. Last winter they had them all in opera- 
tion, and they produced about 130,000 feet per diem. The condensing and 
purifying apparatus required extension. The gas was perfectly purified, but 
it was by dint of frequently changing the purifiers. There are two gasholders, 
holding about 70,000 feet each. The Gillingham works are used to supply 
the gas during the earlier hours of the evening. The pressure is the same 
as at Rochester. The total capacity of both the works, when the new gas- 
holder is finished, will be about 278,000 feet per diem. I found the supply 
of gas very good over the whole district, and the quality appeared to be about 
13 candles. The works are capable of supplying at present the whole of the 
district, and can easily be coluned. The present works are worth about 

80,000. It is the practice in many old companies to erect new works out of 
profits. If this company were limited to 10 per cent. on their share capital 
of £14,000, and 6 per cent. on the difference of £66,000, it would require 
£4700 a year, which would require 10d. on each foot of gas consumed. The 
estimated cost of the new works was £88,000, to supply 100 million per 
annum; that at 10 per cent. would required a profit of 16d. per 1000 feet, 
and it would amount to £5800. The floating capital is reckoned in these 
estimates at £6000 for the old company. It is a very small allowance in the 
estimate for the new one. If the old company alone carried on business, 
there would be less required for dividend, and the breaking up of the streets 
would be avoided. Competition is often put an end to without any applica- |} 
tion to Parliament. ‘There are various ways of making arrangements. 
There is only substantial competition in two towns in the United Kingdom, 
one is Whitehaven and the a is Perth, and in those places many attempts 
have been made for an arrangement, but personal considerations have 
aw them apart. . 

ross-examined by Mr. Ltoyp: This was the first time for many years that 

I had seen the works. They are not quite finished ; one gasholder is not yet 
finished—I do not know whether it is begun; that is at Rochester. One 
retort-house was new last year, the other was in operation last year. The 
illuminating power was produced without 7 cannel coal. The gas in 
Rochester is hoes the same as in London. I have not heard Dr. Letheby 
state that the London gas is all over 14 candles; it isoften under 13. Some 
of the London companies use cannel coal, and some do not. The Imperial 
make 16-candle gas. I do not think there is much cannel coal used in half 
the London companies. They may use a little, especially in cold weather. 
I was over the Chartered Company’s works about eighteen months or two 
ears ago, and they used no cannel coal then. I had the working accounts 
in my hands for a year, and there was not a particle of cannel coal charged. 
That was in 1864, i think. The occasion was an appeal against an assess- 
ment. It would have been mentioned in the accounts if they usedit. At 
the Westminster works they use cannel coal, and there the accounts showed 
it. Thenew company might be satisfied with a less dividend than 10 per cent., 
and then you would require 14d., or less. The old company do not require 
more capital to — their works, but they will for extension. The 
consumption will probably double in ten years. Under those circumstances, 
Parliament would, of course, limit the dividend. The new gasholder 
reckoned in the £80,000 would cost about £8000, leaving £72,000 without it. 





Monpay, May 7. 
Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., cross-examined by Mr. O'MALLEY. 

I instanced the Chartered Company as a London company which did not 
use cannel at their Brick Lane and Curtain Road stations when I visited 
them. I know that proceedings were taken against them because the gas 
contained an excess of sulphur, but I am not sure whether there were pro- 
ceedings against them for a want of illuminating power, and that it was 
said that the average ranged from 11°6 to 9°4 candles, 14-candle gas may 
be produced for nine months in the year without cannel coal. I gave evi- 
dence in the Folkestone Bill last year, when I stated that the illuminating 
power was 13, and should be 14, which would require more cannel coal; they 
were then using very inferior coal. I know of companies producing 14-candle 
gas at the works without cannel coal. The illuminating poet diminishes 
ry within two or three miles, I heard Dr. Letheby state the 
other day—— 

Mr. O' Mazer : Iam asking you what you know yourself. 

Witness : I always advise a se rom | that is required to give 14-candle 
gas to use 3 or 4 per cent. of cannel coal. 

Mr. O’Mattey: Do you know of any company which produces 14-candle 
gas without it ? 

Witness : I never made experiments. I have heard it stated by engineers 
that they could produce 15-candle. 

Mr. O’Mattey: I ask you whether you yourself know of any company 
oR ton 14-candle gas at the consumer’s meter without cannel coal ? 

ttness : Not at the consumer’s meter. In the summer season it might 
be 14 at the consumer’s meter. My experience shows me that the illumi- 
nating power diminishes very little during the summer. I have not given 
evidence to the contrary. I know some persons think so. It would be 
invidious to mention names, but the engineer of the Imperial Gas Company 
holds that opinion, I believe. My experience has shown me that the illu- 
minating power does not diminish in the summer to any appreciable degree. 
I was at the Rochester works on March 15 and 16, I tested the illuminating 
power at mid-day on the 16th. I went down on the 15th without giving 
any notice whatever. I called on the secretary at 10 on the following 
morning. We went over the works, and tested the gas about half-past 12. 
I examined the works on the 16th. I examined the lighting of the district 
on the evening of the 15th. Iwas requested to go by the parliamentary 
agents, about a month previously. I am not always against competition. In 
some instances it is almost necessary. I am of opinion that a com 
ought to be under the modern parliamentary restrictions. In this session 
have not been advocating competition. I was examined as a witness in the 
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Wandsworth case to give evidence as to the condition of the works. I was 
called on behalf of the promoters, who were seeking to go into another com- 

ny’s district, and they have got the bill, but I did not advocate it. At 
Brighton there are two companies running into each other’s districts, and a 
bill has passed this session authorizing a third. In the Brighton case I said 
that the best policy for the two old companies would be to raise the price of 
gas for a time until the new company had established themselves and erected 
their works, and then they could all start on fair terms. They were then 
charging 3s. 6d. I did not hold out the raising of the price as a threat. 
The Brighton scheme was for establishing small works with a small capital, 
to supply merely the cream of the district. : 

Mr. O’MaeEy: Upon your oath do you mean to say that that was so? 

Witness: Their capital was onl 0,000, and they proposed to supply 
120 million feet per annum, while the two existing companies supply upwards 
of 300 million feet per annum. Of course, their capital being so small they 
could not cover the whole of the district ; their intention was to take merely 
the best re leaving the worst parts to be supplied by the existing com- 
panies. I thought they ought to be compelled to take the rough and the 
smooth together. 
Mr. O’Mauuey: Did not they get powers to supply Brighton, Hove, and 
Aldrington, almost every bit of ground covered by the other companies ? 
Witness: As far as ,000 would go, no further. They did not prove 
that that was enough to supply the district. 

Mr. O’Mautxy : Did they not a ply for powers to supply the whole dis- 
trict—cream and skim-milk, and all? 
Witness: Yes. 
Mr, O’Matxy : Do not you know that one object was to supply a district 
not hitherto supplied by the old companies? 
Witness : I believe there was hardly a house in that district. In Aldring- 
ton there are 600 acres with only about three houses. The case was gone 
into before the referees, but nothing was said about capital. 
Re-examined by Mr. Ricarps: I know of no connexion between the 
cases mentioned and the Chatham case. Iam explaining to the committee 
how I could manage competition. Good Newcastle coal wili produce 14- 
candle gas at the works during a great part of the year. When a company 
is compelled to produce 14-candle gas they are practically obliged to use a 
portion of cannel coal. 
By the CommitreE: The present works on the existing site are capable of 
supplying the whole district with gas of a good quality, and of sufficient 
quantity, and they can be enlarged in order to meet the increase in the popu- 
lation ; they have sufficient land for that purpose. 


Dr. J. Douglas Burns, examined by Mr. Ricnarps. 

I am a doctor of medicine, and am principal medical officer at the Govern- 
ment convict establishment at Gillingham. There are about 1100 convicts 
there. The establishment is supplied with gas by the existing company to 
the extent of upwards of 2 million feet a year. The prison is lighted all 
night. I have been connected with this establishment about eight years; 
during all that time it has been supplied with gas. I have had no reason to 
complain of it; if there had been any impurities contained in it, it would 
have attracted my attention, I have not experienced any annoyance, and 
have had no complaint. I burn gas at my private residence near at hand ; 
the supply there has been insufficient in quantity, but I increased the size 
of my service-pipe, and since then I have had a good supply. I use gas in 
the surgery ; in some cases the pat, has been insufficient there. I have 
had no complaints lately, and I believe they have increased the service-pipe. 
I have no connexion with the gas company. 
Cross-examined by Mr. O’Matiry: During the whole of the eight years 
I have been satisfied with the quality of the gas. I should complain of sul- 
ee in the gas; I should think 18 grains per 1000 feet avery large amount. 

should not believe that during any portion of that time there had been that 
quantity of sulphur in it. I have tested it for sulphur, about four years 
ago; I did it out of curiosity. I cannot say the exact amount. As to the 
illuminating power, it was not always sufficient ; it was not very inferior. I 
have not determined the exact power; I believe 14-candle gas is about the 
standard for a good gas. I complained on many occasions of insufficient 
quantity. I complained to the clerk of the works. The supply has been 
improved within the last four months by larger supply-pipes being laid. The 
complaints extended for two or three years before the alterations were made. 
I never complained about the illuminating power ; it has given a better light 
lately, within six months. I have never been inconvenienced by sulphur in 
the gas. The gas is not used in the cells, but in the gallery of the prison. 
I am not acquainted with Mr. Ford. Mr. Winch asked me to come up; he 
is the solicitor to the gas company. I know Mr. Vernez; he is the clerk of 
the works at the dockyard. 1 believe he is acivil engineer. I know Colonel 
Jenkins, but not C. Haggar, Esq. I do not know the Rev. Mr. Cuffe, 
chaplain to the forces. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps : I know nothing about the quantity of 
sulphur allowed by the Metropolis Gas Act. I have not found the gas dele- 
terious to health, 

Mr. Ricuarps said he had wished to call Mr. Hawksley to prove the 
capability of the present works, but he was at present under examination in 
the House of Lords. 

The CuarrMAN said the committee were quite satisfied with the evidence 
of Mr. Barlow upon those points. 

Alderman Levy, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 
I am a director of the gas company at Chatham. Mr. Jones sent a letter 
asking for an interview, which was granted, and at which I was present. 


it was quite beside the question. 

The CHarRMAN said it did not appear a matter of importance. 
Examination continued: Our board are prepared to come to Parliament 
next session, and put themselves under parliamentary restrictions. We have 
had a meeting of shareholders, and received their sanction for this course. 
We will lose our best, honest, bond-jide efforts to get the bill passed. 

By the CommirreE: I do not know that it is in consequence of this bill 
that we have decided to come to Parliament; it was never intimated to us 
that it was desirable, or we should have done it before. I dare say it was 
on account of these proceedings that we decided. 

By the Cuarnman: We have been making improvements in the works for 
the last six years—we are continually at it. A new gasholder, worth £8000, 
has just been contracted for. The contract was concluded last Friday night, 
but it has been advertised for something like three weeks. It is to be de- 
livered before the end of September. It has been considered necessary for 
some time. 

The CuatrMAN said the committee did not desire to hear any further 
evidence. 

Mr. RicHarps said nearly all the directors were present, and were pre- 
pared to pledge themselves to bring in a bill next session. He would only 





call the chairman, however, with the permission of the committee. 


Mr. O’MALLeEy objected to what had passed at the interview being stated ; * 





Mr. John Whittle, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am chairman of the gas company, and I am prepared to pledge myself 
to come to Parliament next year to place ourselves under all modern restric- 
tions, and to use our best, honest, bond-fide efforts to pass the bill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. O’MatuEy: I have been chairman about two 
months, since the death of the late chairman. We have talked it over, but 
I cannot tell when we decided to come to Parliament. It may have been 
about three months ago. I do not know that we were advised that the best 
way to defeat this bill would be to come to Parliament ourselves; we were 
advised to do so, and that we ought to have done so before. I do not know 
that defeating the bill was mentioned. I might fancy it would go a great 
way to defeat this bill, but I do not know that it was mentioned. I will not 
pledge myself either way; my memory is not so good perhaps as some per- 
sons. e will pledge ourselves that the maximum price shall not exceed 
4s.; we have not charged more than that for years. We have used cannel coal 
very lately, perhaps within a month. We entered into a contract for from 
700 to 1000 tons of cannel about two months ago. We have not several 
holders uncompleted; we have one being made. We have already com- 
menced the excavations. 3 > 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The excavation is a very considerable part 
of the work, and we have decided upon constructing a long time; I should 
think about a year ago—from 10 to 12 months ago, We are now using 
cannel coal, and I believe shall continue to do so. 

Mr. Burke said that was the case for the a. and he proposed now 
to address the committee shortly on their behalf. Speaking from experience 
in these matters, he thought he had never seen a bill promoted with less| 
necessity for it, or with less warrant. They had the distinct admission of 
all parties, which would no doubt be satisfactory to the committee of the| 
sufficiency of the existing works in Rochester for the supply of the district, | 
and therefore the sole question for consideration was whether the evidence) 
adduced would be considered sufficient to induce the committee to introduce} 
anew company with new capital, and with all the evils which the laying 
down of the two sets of mains would involve, in order to do that which the} 
existing company could do very well by themselves. There could be no 
justification for parliamentary sanction being given to any measure of this! 

ind, unless on the ground of public necessity. Here they had the promoters} 
adopting the unusual course, not only of asking parliamentary powers for | 
breaking up streets, but positively for taking from individuals their land, 
against their will, for the purpose of constructing gas-works on it, to the| 
great detriment of the parties themselves, and of the adjoining property. | 
He had asked in cross-examination whether any of the witnesses knew of any 

recedent of the kind, and he was struck by the fact that his learned friend 
fad not brought any witness who could show that in the case of any new 
company seeking parliamentary powers, compulsory powers of purchasing 
land had been granted. The committee were asked for the first time to 
establish a precedent of this kind, and for purposes which the evidence 
showed were utterly unjustified by any public necessity. It was frequently 
the case that where competing companies were proposed against’ an existing 
company, they were promoted by consumers, who came before Parliament 
with a subscribed capital, saying—‘* We shall hereafter supply ourselves far 
better, having the control of the works under our own hands, than any 
existing company can do.” And although where such companies had suc- 
ceeded in getting parliamentary powers, the result had been, and always 
would be, a coalition with the existing company, in the present case there 
was not even this feature, for not a single consumer came forward who had 
subscribed one single 6d. towards the capital. It was purely and simply a 
speculation of a few professional individuals, and it was supported by that 
description of evidence which he ventured to say could be obtained in any 
town in the kingdom as against an existing company, for, however desirous 
a gas company might be of fulfiling its duties, it was impossible but that 
from time to time complaints would arise, although in nine cases out of ten! 
the fault was in the consumers themselves. Whenever a consumer thought 
his gas was deficient in quantity or illuminating power he began abusing the} 
company at once; but if he went to the company and made a complaint the) 
defect was very often to be found in the fittings, because they knew perfectly 
well that if the service-pipe were too small for the admission of gas to be| 
consumed, or if the meter were too small to pass the gas, or if the fittings! 
were imperfect, the result would be an insufficient quantity of gas, and a| 
deficiency in the illuminating power ; and the parties, instead of improving) 
their own fittings, preferred coming there and making a charge against the) 
gascompany. The committee could not but be struck with the evidence on) 
cross-examination, that very few of the witnesses who had come forward to 
complain of the supply or purity of the gas but had admitted] 
that after putting down larger mains, and improving their fittings, 
the cause of complaint had been removed. hat was the case on} 
the part of the promoters own witnesses, whilst on the other 
hand, he had called witnesses of the highest possible respectability, who 
stated that they had from time to time had cause of complaint, but it had 
always been removed by the substitution of better fittings for those they had 
before, and that practically the gas was sufficient in quantity and good sr 

uality. He need not say that if it were good for one person it must be good! 
or another, because the gas was all made the same, and if it were 
good for any one it must be good for all parties. Now, who were the pro-| 
moters of this bill? It was always disagreeable to make personal attacks, | 
but he must say that the bill had not been placed —— and fairly before| 
the committee. One gentleman who was put in the box said his firm acted) 
only on instructions, but the fact was that this was a little family specula-| 
tion, and the solicitors were parties tothe job. There was a gentleman who) 
was to be secretary, solicitors who were to have their advantage, and so on.| 
Being armed with these suspicions, which were not very unjustifiable when} 
they saw that not 6d. was subscribed towards the expenditure, when the! 
question was put to the gentleman in the box, who was not one of the soli- | 
citors themselves, but a gentleman from their office—‘‘Mr. Richards was 
good enough to insinuate that Messrs. Vallance and Vallance were kind 
enough to take up the cage of the Rochester and Chatham Gas Bill, and to) 
pay the expenses; is that true?” he said, ‘‘ Certainly not ; we are simply) 
retained as solicitors for the bill.’”” ‘That was his evidence. They were| 
simply retained as solicitors for the bill, and their clients were gentlemen) 
down there whom he knew, and who were locally connected with Chatham,| 
and that anything Messrs. Vallance and Vallance were doing was simply) 
done by them as solicitors for the bill. Now, under ordinary circumstances, | 
one would have said upon evidence of that kind, that it was no use carrying) 
the examination further; but somehow or other, when he cross-examined) 
that gentleman he could not help carrying it further; and he found that! 
great efforts were made to keep out the agreement. That excited his sus-| 
picions, and he felt that he was not wrong in his assumption. The com-| 
mittee had permitted secondary evidence of the agreement to be given, and 
then it appeared that Messrs, Vallance and Vallance were partners in the| 
speculation ; and that they had entered into an obligation to provide the 
money for the preliminary expenses; they themselves were speculators in 
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the undertaking, and joined their co-promoters in an agreement to provide 
a certain sum of money, and if they got the Act of Parliament they were to 
share whatever profit ~— be got out of it, being in fact what the French 
called concessionnaires. ‘The agreement stated—-‘‘ Each of the said parties,” 
including Messrs. Vallance, ‘‘ hereby agrees to contribute his proportion of 
£300 towards the £1200, when required so to do by Messrs. Vallance.” 
Therefore it was clear Messrs. Vallance speculated to the extent of £300 
each in the promotion of this bill, although their very respectable clerk, and 
he did not wish to charge him with having stated anything which he knew 
to be incorrect—although he had stated that they were simply retained as 
solicitors for the bill. And then, not satisfied with that, going on further 
and stating each of the said parties, Capt. Thomas Budden, &c., and Messrs. 
|| Vallance and Vallance are the promoters ; so that having stated in evidence 
that they were only retained as solicitors, here was a recital at the begin- 
ning of the agreement that they were not merely the solicitors, but were 
promoters of the bill, speculators in it, and it then provided that all the 
parties as promoters should give £300 towards the expenses when 
required, ‘‘and they are to be equally interested in all compensa- 
tion to be allowed as reserved to the promoters of the undertaking.” 
What was the meaning of that? Compensation to be allowed or 
reserved to the promoters of the undertaking! These gentlemen 
were promoters, and promoters only. There was not a share subscribed, and 
they kept themselves quite in the background; they did not appear at the 
public meetings, but the agreement said these gentlemen were the promoters, 
and they were to be equally interested in any compensation to be allowed or 
reserved. What would be the result of passing the bill ? ro they would 
go to the old company and sell it, perhaps for £1000, out of which he had 
8 perfect right to suppose each of these gentlemen would have their little 
pickings. It was nothing but a pure speculation; if it were bond fide, it 
would be promoted by persons largely interested in the town of Rochester, 
putting their hands in their pockets and putting down subscriptions to the 
undertaking, and nominating their own directors and solicitors, instead of 
which the provisional directors were nominated by the solicitors. He con- 
tended again that the bill did not recommend itself by the manner in which 
it was promoted ; and, if a much stronger case had been made out, the com- 
mittee would view with no little suspicion a bill promoted in that manner. 
He had already said that Messrs. Vallance went into the company for purel 
speculative purposes, but the agreement further provided that nothing in it 
was to affect the right of those gentlemen to claim from the company all 
legal charges. Now he found that in the estimate legal charges, &c., were 
ut down at £3000, so that it would not be a very bad speculation of Messrs. 
allance’s if the bill were passed. They were to get all the compensation 
they could by selling the powers of their bill, and then there was this nice 
little sum of £3000 put down for parliamentary expenses. These personal 
matters were not pleasant to go into, but in this case he had been obliged to 
do so, and he did not think they were very creditable to the promoters. Then 
he came to the question of the injury to Messrs. Lomas’s property. It was 
extremely unjust for mere speculative parties to take away the property of 
individuals in order to turn it to their own profit, and not only that, but 
they would seriously injure other adjoining property, and where was com- 
| pensation to come from. It was not necessary to point out that the proximity 
of gas-works injured residential property in the vicinity, even supposing the 
works to be most carefully conducted; and Parliament had provided that, 
| when such works were proposed, notice should be given to all the parties 
j within 300 yards of the locality where they were to be made, which was to 
be properly defined. The object of that provision was obvious; it was known 
to the framers of the Standing Orders that parties would object to the for- 
mation of gas-works in their immediate Seale, and therefore the company 
j were to give notice ; and in every case with which he had been connected, 
| before being enabled to bring in their bill, they had agreed with the parties 
on whose land they proposed to make the works. But here a novel principle 
was sought to be set up, that they might take property against the will of 
the owner, for mere speculative purposes, at the same time deteriorating 
the value of the adjoining property. In railway and some other cases, these 
things might be justifiable by a great and urgent public necessity; and if 
parties — there was an urgent public necessity, and that they could not 
get land elsewhere, an Act of Parliament was often granted with compulsory 
powers, in the interest of the public. But here, not only was hove no 
such urgent public necessity, but neither was it necessary to go to that 
locality at all, for all the witnesses were obliged to admit that they could 
have gone further off, and that there was land further off on the banks of the 
Medway available for the purpose, but they said it would have been half a 
|| mile further off, and would have entailed additional expense in laying down 
amain. If the parties had even substantiated an urgent case of public 
necessity, he should still claim, on behalf of Messrs. Lomas and others, 
the rejection of the bill on account of the compulsory powers which it 
contained, and the non-necessity for those powers; and on that ground 
alone, even if there were a necessity for the works, he contended that 
he should be justified in asking that the bill should be rejected. And 
now came the question, what necessity was there for the bill? In the first 
place, it was said that meetings were held, but they kuew that these meet- 
ings were a feature in all these cases; anybody could call a meeting and 
make a noise. Nothing had resulted from these meetings but a certain 
amount of clamour. He would not say that they were not respectable meet- 
ings, but at all events it did not appear as the result of these meetings that 
any one had come forward and subscribed a shilling, and that he considered 
showed the amount of importance which was attached to the formation of this 
company. On the other hand, there were petitions against the formation of 
the new company from the corporation, and from private individuals in the 
town, all of whom were satisfied with the sufficiency of the works as at pre- 
sent constructed. He would remind the committee that by the provisions of 
the Gas Act of 1847 it was incumbent upon a gas company, whenever they 
realized a profit of 10 per cent., and laid C a certain reserve-fund besides, to 
reduce their charges to the public—the same as had been the case in London 
and many places elsewhere. The sooner this was arrived at the better it 
would be for consumers, and therefore it was evident that if the committee 
granted the prayers of the petitioners for a new company they would be post- 
poning the period when such reduction would be made, because if two com- 
panies were established the consumption would be materially lessened, and 
there would be the less likelihood of the reduction taking place. Should the 
petitioners not be successful, the old company would carry on as heretofore, 
and the public would of necessity within a comparatively short period obtain 
a reduction in the rice, which no doubt was much needed. Twocompanies, 
he contended, could never be maintained in a town like Rochester. Besides 
there would be the possibility of a constant nuisance in the breaking up of 
| the pavements in the streets for the purpose of laying down two sets of mains 
Instead of one. Then, again, the escape of gas would occur more from two 
mains than from one. ith one company such a nuisance could be remedied, 
but with two it could scarcely be so, as it would be almost impossible to tell 
from which mains the escape came. In fact, the inconvenience of the public 























would be diminished instead of benefited by the introduction of the new com- 
pany. The formation of the new company would no doubt be putting money 
into the pockets of certain gentlemen whom he named, and he thought that 
the title of the bill ought to be altered from what it was to “a bill for putting 
money into the pockets of certain individuals connected with the town of 
Rochester.” It had been said that there was no security to be found in the 
old company unless it were placed under parliamentary obligations. 
Now, if the committee were satisfied, the old company would be 
most willing to throw themselves under parliamentary obligations, 
in the same way as other companies were. In respect to com- 
panies in London and elsewhere, which had been put under parlia- 
mentary obligations, if the public of Rochester desired it, the old company 
were willing to be placed under the same restrictions, to adopt such modern 
(pena y as were necessary, and thought to be expedient. Should the 
bill be passed, results must accrue to the prejudices of the public; there 
would be an unnecessary increase of the capital, the breaking up of the streets, 
&e., to be considered. “She desire of the old company was to remove all 
those grumblings which were now said to exist, to improve their works as 
much as they could do, and to remove also such persons as Messrs. Vallance, and 
such others as rendered their pro ty insecure. They would, they believed, 
find it to be to their interest to P aced under parliamentary obligations, 
because then there would be an end to the dissenting ee coming before 
Parliament and saying that a new bill wasdesirable. By being placed under 
parliamentary powers, the mn a certainly would not be put in a worse 
position; but, on the contrary, they would derive from it that security 
which they so much desired. . 

Mr. O’Ma ey said that he should have been much surprised at the tone 
which his learned friend had assumed, were it not that he knew he always 
held in the greatest contempt persons who dared to interfere with the mono- 
poly of gas companies. He had been associated on the side of gas companies 
during the greater part of his life, he was eminent in the gas world, and he 
was filled with all those prejudices which persons who held a monopoly 
generally indulged ; and he. like others, too, indulged at times in personal 
attacks upon them. And who, after all, was it that wished for the erection 
of the new works? Why the corporation of the town, the inhabitants of 
Rochester, Chatham, and Strood ; and what more than this did they require? 
A petition had been presented signed by 11,000 or 12,000 persons. The pro- 
moters showed that the bill was approved of by all the important inhabitants 
of the place. The support was not merely shown upon paper, but was 
evidenced by the witnesses who had been called before them—men who were 
acquainted with the character and position of those towns. Mr. Burke, of 
course, would make them out, if he could, to be co-conspirators, but his 
efforts would be in vain. Publicity had been given to the scheme in every 
way, meetings had been held, advertisements had been inserted in the news- 
papers, and the feeling all along had been the same. He maintained that if 
ever the suffrages of the people of any district were given to a bill, those of 
the districts of Rochester and Chatham were given to the bill which 
he was now supporting; and he never remembered, except in the 
instance of Brighton, where there was a more universal suffrage in 
favour of a bill than there had been in favour of the one before them. 
Some allusion had been made by his friend to the petition emanating from 
the corporation as not being unanimous, but he (Mr. O’Malley) ventured to 
say that there was not a member of the corporation, apparently, tbat was 
not pervaded with the notion that better gas was wanted. The only question 
before the corporation had been, whether they should go to the existing 
company for an undertaking to give the town amaning better than the 
cmnetied at present, or whether they should petition in favour of this bill. 
They had the information that the mayor himself desired to see the forma- 
tion of a new company, in order that better gas might be obtained, and the 
corporation generally, as well as the inhabitants, as had been shown, were 
of the same opinion. It was all very well for Mr. Burke to say that the 
company had done everything that was necessary; but had they not kept 
back from that committee-room that evidence upon which their conduct 
could not bear investigation? The learned gentleman next referred to the 
testimony given by the various witnesses as to the quality and quantity of 
the gas supplied, contending that the ue had every reason to come 
before Parliament themselves for a new bill giving them power to increase 
their capital, and to sanction the extension of their works, but which, how- 
ever, they had not done. They preferred instead keeping 4 a monopoly, 
and now they asked the committee to disregard the voice of that large dis- 
trict which had petitioned in favour of the new company, and, consequently, 
in favour of a better gas supply in future. They asked the committee to 
spurn the petitioners from the door of their committee-rooms, and so to 

under those gentlemen of the expenses which they had undertaken for the 
Benefit of their fellow-townsmen. He concluded by asking the committee to 
sanction the bill. 

The room was cleared, and on the readmission of the parties, 

The CHAIRMAN said that the committee were unanimously of opinion that 
the preamble of the bill had not been proved. 


Miscellaneous News, 


UNITED GENERAL AND HIBERNIAN GAS COMPANIES. 

A Special General Meeting of the Proprietors of these Companies was held 
on Tuesday, the 15th of May, at the London Tavern, “for the pur of 
submitting to the proprietors at such meeting an Act now pending in Parlia- 
ment, intituled ‘An Act to determine the powers of the United General 
Gaslight Company for the lighting Dublin and its neighbourhood with gas, 
and for other purposes connected with the same company’ ’”’—R, Hupson, 
Esq., in the chair. 

he Secretary having read the notice convening the meeting, 

The CuarRMaN said: Gentlemen, the reason why we have been obliged 
to call you together again so soon is that our legal adviser thought, as I 
think, that it is much better that our bill should - through Parliament 
this session, and to enable it to do so according to the forms of the House it 
is necessary to call another Wharncliffe meeting. The solicitor will now 
read to you the heads of the bill, that being necessary to be done, and then 
I will submit to you a motion for the approval of that bill. 

Mr. Grecory (the solicitor) then read the heads of the bill, which have 
already been published in the Journat or Gas LicuTING. 

The CuarrmAN: The resolution which I shall now have to submit to you 
is the following :—*‘ That this meeting resolves to approve of a bill to deter- 
mine the powers of a bill now submitted to them to determine the powers of 
the United General Guslight Company fcr the lighting of Dublin and its 
neighbourhood with gas, and for other purposes connected with the said 
company. That the said directors of the company be authorized to assent 
to any amendments or alterations in the said bill which may be necessary in 
its progress through Parliament.” 
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Mr. Stoxss: There was a good deal of discussion at the last meeting 
about the guarantee, and I should be glad to know what has been done with 


i 4 to that. r z : 4 
e CHAIRMAN :.I am quite prepared to give the information. It was 
left, I believe, to myself to consult with the legal advisers of the amalga- 
mated company as to a guarantee for the security of any money that might 


Challoner Smith and the legal advisers of the amalgamated company imme- 
diately afterwards, and I mustown, as I have done throughout, that they met me 
in the most fair and open way. y said it was a very fair demand for us to 
make, and they had no hesitation in saying that they should be very happy to 
ive us such a mo , or lien, or other security as might be approved by Mr. 
lar and the legal advisers on our side, so that there should be perfect 
security for any balance that was due to us after the works were handed 
over tothem. I considered wae piney | vey oer pf Then with regard to 
one of your directors being placed upon the board of the amalgamated com- 
y, 1 find that that cannot be done, because Parliament has so tied them 
wn that the number of directors was named in the Act; and in the event 
of any vacancy occurring by the death or resignation of any one of those 





directors, snch vacancy is only to be filled up until the number of directors 
has been reduced to nine. Therefore Parliament will not allow them to put 
any fresh directors upon the board. 

A Proprietor: Can you give us any idea what the remainder of the 
pe will fetch after we have p with the Dublin and Bray works? 

t seems to me you are making a frightful sacrifice, seeing that they are 
going to give us very much less than £50 each for our shares. 

Mr. STEPHENSON (a director): I have not my notes with me on the pre- 
sent occasion, and I assume the honourable proprietor was not present when 
we last met. I then, on the part of the directors, entered into that very 
question which the proprietor asked, as to the probable amount which 
we should realize for our shares when the yy arrangement is carried 
out. Speaking from recollection, I think I then stated that the minimum 
would be something like £35 or £36 per share; and that, taking into account 
the value of the Limerick works, the maximum would be from £40 to £41 
per share. When the honourable proprietor speaks of a frightful sacrifice, it 
must be remembered that for years the shares of this ae ranged from 
£16 to £17 per share. At the time I had the honour of being elected a 
director of this company, the shares were something like £32 or £33. When 
I was amongst the — they were between £23 and £24. Those 
shareholders who have held their shares for several years, I think will not 
be of opinion that from £35 to £40 is a frightful sacrifice. All those who 
have been connected with the company know that, after selling the Ply- 
mouth and the Cork works, depreciation must take place in the value of the 
property of the company. I am strongly of opinion, as I said to the pro- 
saga at the last meeting, that if we get from £35 to £40 per share we 

lo well. 

The CuarrMan : I bought a large number at £15 per share, which I hold 
now. 

Mr. Wuirrin: Iam afraid you cannot sympathize with those who gave 
£52 per share. 

Mr. StepHEenson: The question for consideration is this, whether if the 
board had adopted another course and the company had gone into competi- 
_ with the Alliance, we should be able to give the shareholders £40 per 

are. 

Mr. Wurrrin: If the chairman had not given us so favourable an account 
every time we met here I should not have held my shares. I consider the 
chairman a kind of model. Ifthere is any particular difficulty he glides 
over it. I wish I had only given £15. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am much obliged to the honourable proprietor for the 
compliment which he has paid me. I can only say that if he will refer to 
the JouRNAL or Gas LicHTING of two years ago he will find that I stated 
from this chair, in my opinion you gentlemen were voting too high a divi- 
dend, and that I thought you were not warranted in doing so. 

Mr. Goprrey: The observations made by Mr. Stephenson with regard to 
the alternative course which the directors might have pursued opens up the 
whole question of the former policy of the board, but as I went into that 
subject at length on the last occasion it is not my intention to do so now. 
There were two alternatives which men of judicious management might have 
adopted with great advantage to the company. Mr. Stephenson says that 
after the sale of the Plymouth and Cork works our — was necessarily 
depreciated. If the directors when ow went to Parliament had made a 
proper reduction in the amount of capital, it would have been attended with 
success instead of being a lamentable failure. I am glad to hear that we are 
to have a lien on the works for the unpaid portion of the purchase-money. 
I think that very satisfactory, although I never doubted the solvency of 
the Alliance Company. 

The resolution having been seconded by Mr. WHEELER, a director, was 
carried unanimously, and the meeting closed in the usual manner. 





RATCLIFF GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


An opener | General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Offices, Back Road, on Wednesday, May 23—S, Fou.cer, 
Esq., in the chair. 
The Szcrerary having read the advertisement convening the meeting, 
The CuarrMan said: Gentlemen, I shall not detain you very long. It 
will be in the recollection of some gentlemen that we had intended at our 
last 70 in February, to ask you to give us the power which we desire 
to have to-day—namely, to borrow money upon the credit of our under- 
taking. In consequence of there being some little informality in the notice 
calling that meeting, it was thought advisable not to proceed with it, but to 
postpone it till a future time. I think you will be of opinion that we were 
right in so acting, especially when you consider that at this time the con- 
duct of gas companies is undergoing a very rigid parliamentary inquiry. 
The nearer we keep to the Act of Parliament the more likely are we to 
receive parliamentary favour. The money which we are about to ask you 
to authorize us to borrow upon the security of our works, is required in 
order to increase them. We have laboured some time under certain disad- 
vantages. In the first place, until recently our property was leasehold, 
and we could not lay out money upon it to any extent. It is now freehold, 
and therefore that difficulty is overcome, Although our district is some- 
what isolated, there is an increasing demand for gas. We were, during the 
winter months, frequently compelled to have retorts out of action, which 
everybody knows is working to a serious disadvantage. That we are going 
to provide for by erecting a new gasholder, which is now in progress. 
n, it would appear likely that Parliament will compel us to reduce our 
price, and it is quite necessary that we should be enabled to meet the in- 
creased demand to compensate for that. Therefore, the attention of the 


still be due to this company after the handing over of the works. I saw Mr. . 





directors has for some time been called to the necessity of a coal-lift, that 
is in progress, and we expect to effect a considerable saving of — by 
that means when it is in working order. We hope that that will enable us 
to pay you your usual dividend, whilst it will enable us ts reduce the price 
to the consumers. We have been anxious to get as much freehold land as 
we could contiguous to our works. Under the Act of Parliament we are 
not allowed to take land anywhere else, and since our last meeting we have 
met with one or two little purchases which will ultimately better the con- 
dition of our works. I conclude by calling on Mr. G art to propose a 
resolution for your adoption. 

Mr. GoopHart: Gentleman, you have heard what the chairman has 
said—namely, that we have not room to store the gas which we make, and 
therefore it is absolutely necessary, before the winter months come on, 
that we should have a reservoir to hold it. In order to meet this difficulty 
we must have an increase of capital, and therefore I will move—* That 
the sum of €18,400 be borrowed on the credit of this undertaking, at inte- 
rest, on bonds, in addition to the sum of £1600 already borrowed and now 
owing on bond.” 

Mr. Witson: I second that motion. 

Mr. Prrr: We are a body of traders, and I think we ought to know the 
precise position of our finances before we deem it expedient to borrow any- 
thing. As an individual trader, I can tell you how my financial means 
stand, and I think as we are a collective body we ought to be able to fur- 
nish that information to anybody who may ask it. What is the money 
raised to be charged upon, and how are we going to pay it off? Is it to be 
in perpetuity, or is there to be a reserve-fund to liquidate it? 

eames No, certainly not; the Act of Parliament does not 
allow it. 

Mr. Pirr: I am very jealous of creating debts. 

The Cuarrman: I thought I had stated that we wanted to erect a new 
gasholder. Everybody must be aware that that will cost a large sum of 
money. We have borrowing powers, which we now propose to exercise. 

Mr. Prrt: Still it does not remove the impression that I have upon my 
mind that a trader who sees his way clear to extend his trade knows how 
to liquidate the debt he is about to create. Is this to be a perpetual debt 
charged against this company, the interest of which must appear as a 
charge in the balance-sheet of the accounts presented to us yearly? 

The Cuargman: We cannot make the necessary extension of our works 
unless we borow. There are ouly two ways in which the company can 
liquidate it; one would be to charge it to capital, and the other to pay it 
out of profits, if the shareholders will forego their dividends. It is nothing 
uncommon in the very largest concerns to borrow money, and I apprehend 
that Parliament has expressly foreseen something of that sort, and there- 
fore has given us the power to borrow money. 


Mr. Lampert: I suppose you expect to make more money by all these | 


improvements ? 

The Cuarrman: No doubt. 

Mr. Pirr: That is the intention of the directors, but I want to know 
whether, by creating this debt, it will influence future dividends. 

The CuarrmMan: We expect it will increase our profit. It is quite clear 
that, if we do not make this outlay, we cannot carry on the business. 

Mr. Pirr: Do you intend that the increase of profit shall be applied in 
liquidation of the money borrowed? 

The Cuarrnman: We cannot do that. 

Mr. Pitt: If this meeting consents to your borrowing the amount you 
have mentioned, do you intend to make it a perpetual charge on the 
company? 

The CuarrMan: It must be charged as capital. 

The Secretary: There will be a permanent increase of plant. 

Mr. Pirr: You — shall have an increased profit by increased sale. 

The CHainman: Wehope so. We are bound to divide the profits amongst 
the shareholders, and, after a certain amount is divided, to reduce the price 
of gas; and it is to do that that we want to make the necessary outlay; 
otherwise we cannot supply the district. 

Mr. Pirt: The usual course of action is to spread an increase of capital 
over a certain number of years. 

The CuarrmMan: We cannot doit. There is no analogy between a private 
individual and a public company. 

Mr. Hammack: I think the question is whether, if you have power to 
create new shares, you will adopt that course or issue debentures. 

The Cuairman: We have no more power to pay off borrowed money 
than to pay back the £100,000 which has already been raised. 

Mr. WatmistEy: It seems that our company has so increased in magni- 
tude that it is necessary to increase the capital. The Act of Parliament 
has already provided for that, and permits you to ralse money by way of 
mortgage or bond. I hope, when we have given the directors power to 
raise the money, they will divide it rateably amongst the proprietors, and 
declare that the new capital shall bear the same rate of interest as that 
which is already raised. 

The Cuarrman: That is a matter of detail. 

Mr. Prrr: Have we no surpluscapital belonging to us as traders, to apply 
to the liquidation of this debt ? 

The Cuarnman: No; or we should not come toask for more. We cannot 
charge new buildings to profit and loss; they must be charged to capital. 

Mr. Hammack: Have you power to create new shares under the Act? 

Mr. Strong (solicitor): You have not power, in the first instance, to re- 
solve to create new shares, but, as soon as you have resolved to borrow a 
sum of money, then, instead of borrowing it, you may create new shares, 
which are by the Act to be offered to the shareholders pro rata, if the shares 
are at a premium, as these are. 

The CuatinMAN: That matter has been discussed by the board. 

Mr. Stone: The special Act provides that the capital should be £100,000, 
divided into 5000 shares of Bo each. It also says that the Companies 
Clauses Act shall be incorporated, under which Act it shall be lawful for 
the company to borrow, on mortgage or bond, any sum not exceeding 
£20,000. 

The CuarrMAn: The board would be entitled to about one-tenth part of 
the new capital, but they did not deem it expedient to adopt that mode. 
If shares were created and 10 per cent. were paid upon them, it would 
delay the time at which a reduction could be inade in the price to the 
consumers. 

Mr. Lampert: Some of the companies who supply London have already 
reduced the price, and, in the face of that, would it not be better to borrow 
this £20,000? Suppose you get it at 5 per cent., it will cost you £10004 
year. The directors propose to do just what, as men of business, I think 
they ought to do, namely, to look a-head. Parliament is doing everythin 
it can against gas companies, and it is infinitely preferable that we shoul 
borrow the £20,000, at 5 per cent. or 6 per cent., than give shares to our 
shareholders and pay upon them 10 per cent. Without regarding the im- 
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provement which the chairman has referred to in turning the leasehold 
property into freehold, and enlarging the gashoider, I believe that the coal- 
lift, if properly worked and managed, will pay 5 per cent. interest on the 
whole £20,000. 

Mr. Hammack: I entirely concur in the view which has been expressed 
by Mr. Lambert; but 1 thought it right that the proprietors should under- 
stand what their rights were, and then if, after being made aware that they 
have the power to create new shares, they deliberately come to the con- 
clusion to borrow the money at as low a rate of interest as they can get it, 
they will act with their eyes open, and I am sure they will exercise such 
discretion as is becoming shareholders. I have the greatest confidence in 
what the directors think the best course to pursue. 

Mr. WatMisLeY: At what rate do the board think they can raise the 
money at the present time? 

The CuareMan: No doubt it is an awkward time at which we call this 
meeting, but we shall not borrow the money until we want it. Though we 
take authority from you to-day to borrow £20,000, we shall not borrow 
£100 at a higher rate than we can avoid. 

Mr. Pirr: If you blow up, the Government will not reinstate you. 

Mr. Witson: If you borrow money for that, you can pay it again. 

The resolution then passed unanimously. 

Mr. Goopuart: I am very glad that this matter has been ventilated, and 
that the shareholders will have an opportunity of offering any spare money 
they may have. I can only say that I shall be quite prepared to lend £3500 
at 6 per cent. 

Mr. Prrr: No doubt that is a very kind offer on the part of Mr. Good- 
hart, but I think we ought to get the money at as low a rate as possible. 

The Cuarrman: That is just what we intend to do. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Hammack, seconded by Mr. Bromuey, a cordial 
vote of thanks was unanimously passed to the chairman, and suitably ac- 
knowledged, with which the proceedings terminated. 
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METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Merropouitan Boarp or Works, Fripay, May 26. 
At the Weekly Meeting of the Board, held this day, at the Office in Spring 
|| Gardens—Sir Jonn Tuwatres in the chair, 
Mr. NEwTon, pursuant to notice, submitted the following resolutions:— 
“That the report of the select committee of the House of Commons ‘on 
the Gas Metropolis Act, 1860, be referred to a special committee of this 
board for consideration and report.” ‘“ That the committee be authorized 
to confer with vestries and district boards, or deputations thereof, with the 
view of ascertaining the best mode of giving effect to the recommendation 
of the select committee.” He said, I hold in my hand the report of the 
| select committee of the House of Commons on the supply of gas to the 
metropolis, and on looking through that report members will find that the 
| recommendations contained in it, if given effect to by a bill, will throw 
| 





upon this board great responsibilites and very important duties. That they 
will very materially affect the working of this board I have no doubt, for 
we know the difficulty already experienced by the unsatisfactory wor k- 
ing of a bill which was thrust upon us, and having to perform duties under 
regulations and by machinery which we had no hand in framing, and when 
it came to be tried was found to be altogether impracticable—I refer to the 
Act for regulating the measures used in sales of gas, and the expense which 
working it has entailed upon the ratepayers. The report before us shadows 
forth considerable and important events, and it is necessary that we should 
obtain the fullest information as to the supply of gas, so that we may place 
ourselves in a proper position and be prepared to deal with any bill that 
may be brought into Parliament based on this report. I do not believe 
that any bill for giving effect to it will be passed in the present session, but 
should such a bill be introduced we ought to be prepared to discuss it 
during the recess, and then it might be passed in the next session of Par- 
liament. The report of the committee commences with a comparison 
between the supply of gas to provincial cities and towns in England and 
the metropolis, and it gives expression to very strong views and opinions 
unfavourable to the present gas supply to the metropolis. It says it 
strongly condemns the operation of the Act of 1860, and that condemna- 
tion leads to certain recommendations, in the shape of two alternative 
plans, either of which, if passed, will entail considerable duties and cast 
great responsibility upon this board. The first recommendation is, that a 
new Act of Parliament shall be passed which shall ensure a supply of gas 
to the metropolis of a higher illuminating power, that it shall be of greater 
purity, and that it shall be supplied at a lower charge. If that recom- 
mendation is adopted, it gem that this board shall have the power of 
analyzing the quality of the gas, and that there shall be a number of 
testers appointed to see that the provisions of the Act of Parliament are 
fully carried out. The local authority for the area comprised within the 
City of London is recommended to be the Commissioners of Sewers, and 
this board is to have the control of all parts outside that area. The 
second proposition in the report is more important, for it is recom- 
mended that there should be a consolidation of all the existing com- 
panies, and that one body should have the regulation of the whole of 
the gas supply of the metropolis. No doubt in the next session 
of Parliament the Government will frame a bill to give effect to the 
recommendation contained in the report, and, therefore, I think that a 
committee of this board should be at once appointed to make the necessary 
inquiries. It is a very large question, involving important considerations, 
and affecting vested interests to an enormous extent ; but it is a question 
with which the Legislature can deal, and therefore we ought to be provided 
With the fullest information. This suggestion, if passed into a law, will 
throw upon the board important duties, and, if there is to be a consolidation 
of the existing companies, it might become necessary that the management 
of it should be placed, not in the hands of a commercial but of a municipal 
ly. The tendency of all recent agitation shows a growing desire that gas 
and water should be so supplied to the community. If we only consider 
fo duty as representing the ratepayers, we shall find a strong argument in 
‘avour of having the supply of such a n as gas placed under a muni- 
ie authority ; and I think that will be a sufficient justification for a body 
€ ours, and the City of London, undertaking that supply. There is also 
another and a great consideration, and one that ought to be taken up by a 
antaigal body, and that is the large amount paid out of the rates of 
© metropolis for the supply of the public lights. I believe 
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it to be equal to the amount paid for the main drainage rate— 
people. It will require a large capital, and cannot be undertaken without 
great responsibility. I have made some extracts from the report, and taking 
the thirteen metropolitan gas companies I find that, in round numbers, six 
millions of money are invested in their works. Taking the rental or sale of 
gas at £1,750,000, the residual parr are £400,000, or a total gross income 
of £2,150,000, paying a dividend of 10 per cent. on all the capital invested. 
In that report we are told that in some of the provincial towns of England 
the gas is of a higher illuminating power and lower in price than that —P- 
plied in London, and I think it is the duty of those who represent the 
ratepayers to take steps to place London in the same position as provincial 
towns. In many cases we may have exaggerated statements as to profits, 
but no one can doubt that if there were to be an amalgamation of existing 
interests under one management it would in itself effect a great saving. At 
present there are thirteen sets of directors, engineers, secretaries, accountants, 
clerks, auditors, and other officers,and the payment of them absorbs a large 
amount of the gross income of these companies. If there is a consolidation 
some of these expenses could be reduced, and if this board and the City of 
London established manufactories, they would be able to sanction an equit- 
able ari ent with these compannies for the transfer of their interests 
tous. It is not forme now to say how that shall take place, but it will 
be a subject for inquiry by the committee, whether it should be by a 
consolidation of the present capitals of the companies, or by using borrow- 
ing powers to pay of t the present shareholders, or a guarantee by the board 
for the payment of the respective interests. One of the greatest possible 
advantages to be derived from the ion and transfer I have spoken 
of would be a complete removal of the gas companies <7 pd from London. 
Our own land at Barking Creek and Crossness would form excellent sites 
for the purpose of two t gas-works, each to supply the whole of 
London on both sides of the river, where gas could be manufactured with 
cheapness, and would yield a large profit to the ratepayers. The tops 
of the sewers would form eligible spots upon which we could place 
the large mains, and from them they could branch off lines along 
the middle and low levél sewers into the very heart of London. 
By the removal of the existing gas-works from London would come a 

reat abatement of the nuisance, and an abatement of a great deal of the 
ear from them, which was increased and intensified by the terrible catas- 
trophe which occurred at Nine Elms a short time , and it would also 
enable us to obtain a much purer supply of gas. Dr. Letheby, in his evi- 
dence before the committee of the House of Commons, said it was impos- 
sible to manufacture gas in London of that purity that was necessary for 
the consumer, because in order to purify gas they must use lime, which 
cannot be used without creating a most offensive nuisance to the neighbour- 
hood. If we are to have gas of greater purity it must be manufactured at 





a distance from London; and I think we ought to go to the utmost limits 
of our own main drainage works. I propose that the committee to be 
appointed shall devote itself to the consideration of all these questions, and | 
ascertain from the existing companies what arrangements they a 
willing to enter into for the purpose of transferring their interests to some 

municipal authority. I also suggest that there should be meetings of 

vestries and district boards to ascertain how far this scheme will be sup- | 
ported by the ratepayers. All persons who have taken part in the dis-| 
cussion of parish questions must be of opinion that the time is come when we | 
ought to interfere for the purpose of obtaining a better supply of gas and | 
water. I think the report and the examination which has taken place by 
the sclect committee of the House of Common tend to show that great 
dissatisfaction exists, and that urgent demands are made upon us to take 
steps to lay hold of the land, and settle this question for a long time to 
come. If it is settled as the Act of 1860 contemplated, it would only be 
a temporary arrangement—it would create agitation. The a 
would at no distant period be gone over again, and the question would still 
be left in an unsettled state. While we are waiting year after year 
the gas companies are increasing their capital, and their interests can now 
be purchased comparatively for little to what they would be in five or 
six years tocome. There are now two gas companies before Parliament— 
the Imperial and the Chartered. The Imperial asks for powers to increase 
its capital by £1,300,000, and the Chartered asks for powers for an increase | 
of nearly a million. Thus, more than two millions are proposed to be spent 
by two existing gas companies. The time, then, is come when something | 
must be done, and done speedily; for, if it is deferred, and these companies | 
obtain this large sum of money, then the present favourable opportunity | 
would be lost. We should, no doubt, have profits as great as they are at | 
present; and, if they paid 10 per cent. to this board, and 10 per cent. to the 

City of London, that will be a most valuable consideration both to the rate- | 
payers and consumers, as it has been in Manchester for the last quarter of | 
acentury. I do not propose now to name those who are to form the special 
committee, as I desire to consult the members and representatives for dif- 
ferent parts of the metropolis. The question must grow, as it has hitherto 
grown, from without rather than from within; but this is a great question, 
and one that we ought to be prepared to deal with. I propose that the 
committee shall devote itself to obtaining information upon everything 
appertaining to this question, and bring up @ report which shall serve as a 
guide to those who have to prepare the bill to carry out the recommenda- 
tions of the committee. I hope the result will be to place the municipality 
of London in a higher position than it now occupies, and be the means of 











suppressing an agitation which has done no to gas consumers; and 
that in <= end it will tend to confer great benefits upon the whole 
metropolis. 


Mr. Lac seconded the motion. 

Mr. Heaey: I think that this motion is altogether premature, and, under 
the circumstances, it would be much better to wait and see the result of 
Mr. Ayrton’s committee; for, if it has any effect at all, each parish will be 
very differently represented. It is a very extensive and important subject, 
but it is perfectly premature to go into it, and I hope the board will not 
consent to the appointment of this special committee. 
£180,000 a year, or threepence in the pound over the whole metropolis. 
If, therefore, the question is to be considered by the Government in this or 
the next session, it is highly necessary that we should take time by the 
forelock, and ascertain by information the responsibilities that will arise. 
There are also connected with it questions of the health and comfort of the 

Mr. Ricnarpson: It seems to me that Mr. Newton has made out a strong 
prima facie case for inquiry, which can do no possible harm, but may be 
greatly to the advantage of the board and the ratepayers paaalie. It 
pledges the board to nothing, and if legislation takes place in the form which 
the report of the committee of the House of Commons points to, the inquiries 
of this committee will be of great service to those who have to legislate 
upon it. ‘ 

Mr. Pew: I shall support this motion, for I know that in my parish the 





question has excited a good deal of notice and public interest, for there is a 
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general laint that the does not give light enough. It is a question 
that ere: 19 us all. ahs thaschetders in these lucrative concerns are 
limited to a dividend of 10 per cent., but they find means of evading this by 

iving a bonus, and therefore the ratepayers have not derived the full benefit 
rom the limitation which they have a right to expect. The motion is an 
excellent one, and ought to be carried, as no evil can result from theinquiry, 
and I agree with Mr. Newton that the time is come when these gas-works 
ought to be removed away from London. There are gas-works at Black- 
friars, aud if an explosion were to take place great loss of life must be the 
consequence. 

Mr. Brooker: No doubt there have been great complaints as to the sup- 
ply of gas, but still I believe this question is premature. It was only last 
night I received the report of the committee, and I think that this motion 
ought to stand over for a fortnight. 

Mr. Evans : Cannot we unite in the motion of Mr. Newton the supply of 
gas and water, and let the committee report on both ? 


The CHArRMAN: You have before you the report of the committee of the 
House of Commons on one branch of the matter, that of gas, and a very search- 
ing meeiry has been made. For the other we are too early, but next session, 
probably, a bill will be introduced carrying ont all or a part of the com- 
mittee’s recommendations. The report of the committee on gas is clear: it is 
a large question, and we ought to be prepared to say what are our views 
upon it. The other subject will be dealt with at some future time. 


Mr. Mruier, M.P.: I find that the report brought up by the select com- 
mittee recommends the amending of the Gas Act to be by a bill to be brought 
in for that purpose, but it does not point to any public authority as the pro- 
per one by whom the bill should be brought in. I do not see much objection 
to the proposition of Mr. Newton, but I should have thought the right way 
of beginning would have been to address a letter to the Home Office, asking 
if it is their intention to act upon the recommendations of the committee. If 
the Home Office should reply in the affirmative, then no doubt they would 
work with this board when they should bring in the bill. Then it will be 
time to go into the minute questions proposed by Mr. Newton, and the main 
ones have been examined by the committee of the House, which sat for two or 
three weeks, and obtained as much information as I believe it possible to ob- 
tain, and but for it we should not have had the pleasure of hearing from Mr. 
Newton the long speech we have heard this day. There is one circumstance, 
however, in which I fell a little interested, and that is, while the subject is 
still pending, that we should be careful not to pledge ourselves to any resolu- 
tion as to the removal of gas-works from London. The Imperial Gas- Works 
have applied to Parliament for permission to place their works within 300 
yards of Victoria Park, which has been oes objected to, Then there is 
another gas-works in the midst of a large population, which it is proposed to 
remove to a site only 600 yards from Victoria Park. This site is for a great 
Sg of the time 3 or 4 feet under water—a perfect swamp, and only useful 
‘or gas-works. If the board expresses an opinion, I do not think that it will 
act — in reference to these works, and I do not want to express any 
opinion for or Pe ome this scheme; but I may say that there are now gas- 
works within ards of St. James’s Park, and yards of the Houses of 
Parliament, though it is said that these works at 600 yards distance will affect 
the growth of trees in Victoria Park. I think we are premature, and it will 
be better to defer the subject until we know whether the Government are 
going to bring in a bill founded on the report of the committee. I would 
suggest that a letter should be addressed to Sir George Grey on the subject. 


Mr. Cottinson: I am surprised to hear any objection raised to this 
motion, as any one who knows London knows how the public are victimized 
by gas companies since the passing of the last Act of Parliament, for they 
gave a bonus besides paying a dividend of 10 per cent. Since they have had 
the power of districting, gas companies will not supply gas until a large de- 
oy of money is made asa security. A great advantage of the motion will 

the placing of this board in communication with the vestries and district 
boards of the metropolis; and I am sure we shall get a large amount of 
information as to the grievances of gas consumers that was not made known 





connected with gas companies, I think even he must be a convert to our 
views. But we must take care not to compromise ourselves by agreeing to 
the motion in its entirety. We are asked to do more than’we ought to be 
called upon to do at present. When I look at the resolution, I find we are 
asked to “confer with vestries and district boards, or deputations thereof, 
with the view of ascertaining the best mode of giving effect to the recom- 
mendation of the select committee,” and I think that as premature. What 
is the recommendation of the select committee? It might be a recommend- 
tion that we should purchase all the interests of the existing gas companies 
at their own price, and, if so, I can tell you it will be at a very long price, 
depend upon it. Do not let ‘us pledge ourselves until we know what the 
recommendations of the committee are; but I think we may very well adopt 
the first part of the resolution :—“ That the report of the select committee of 
the House of Commons be referred to a special committee of this board for 
consideration and report, and that the committee be authorized to confer 
with vestries and district boards.” That will show the public that the board 
is alive to anything that affects the interests of the ratepayers, and the gas 
companies will know that there is a body looking after them to prevent them 
from charging an undue price, for they have broken faith with the public in the 
face of a most solemn agreement. The Great Central Gas Company entered into 
a solemn league with the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London by 
which they bound themselves that the price of gas should never exceed 4s. per 
1000 feet, but notwithstanding that J entered into an alliance with the 
other companies and raised the price. I say I will not trust one of them. I 
claim for the City of London—and I believe I can say it without egotism— 
that they have done good service on this question by relieving the citizens 
from excessive charges, and for this they have received the approbation of 
gentlemen representing other parts of the metropolis. I hope some good 
will result from their exertions. I wish to refer to an observation made by 
Mr. Miller, in which he suggested that a letter should be addressed to the 
Home Secretary, asking him whether he intended to introduce a bill into 
the House of Commons founded on the report of the select committee. Now, 
Ido not think that is the right mode that should be pursued. Let the 
honourable gentleman put a notice on the paper of business of the House of 
Commons that he intends to ask the Home Secretary if he intends to do so, 
and then publicity will be given to the matter. 


Mr. MittzEr : I have no objection to do so. 


Mr. Newron : I will omit the latter part of the resolution, as suggested 
by Mr. Taylor, leaving it simply a reference to a committee, with instruc- 
tions to confer with vestries and district boards. 

Mr. Rocne: As the resolution is now altered I have no objection to it, 
but it is not to be supposed that we are bound to the speech by which it 
has been introduced, for I think when we come to investigate the matter we 
shall find it, I will not say impossible, but a most injudicious measure for 
one side of the metropolis to be dependent upon one large gas-works for its 
supply. Another point is, this proceeding will centre in this board the 
whole management of the lamps of the metropolis; but I believe we shall 
not be able to come to any conclusion upon it until we know the result of 
Mr. Ayrton’s committtee. I conclude, therefore, that you will not deal with 
it until you know what that result is likely to be. I have no sympathy with 
gas companies, for since the districting system came into operation in the 
parish of Paddington we have had to pay £1 additional for every lamp, and 
when we complained we were told we might go to Sir George Grey, for that 
was their charge. 


| 
Mr. Newrov, in reply, said: I can assure you I have no intention to bind | | 
Mr. Roche toanything I have said, nor did I intend to convey the idea —) | 
Mr. Roche appears to entertain that I proposed concentrating in this board || 
the entire duty of superintending the public lighting of the metropolis. If) | 
there are gas makers there will also be gas sellers, who will continue to || 
supply parishes as they do now. Manchester supplies the townships about 

Manchester with gas, but it has nothing to do with lighting those lamps or || 
putting them out. I did not think it necessary to go into all these details | | 
in moving for a committee, as they will rest with the Government, but I am|_| 




































































to the committee of the House of Commons. obliged to Mr. Taylor for extracting from Mr. Miller the promise he has 
Mr. H. L. Taytor: This is a most important inquiry, and I hope much made of endeavouring to ascertain from the Government their intentions | | 
good will result from it. There is no doubt that the metropolitan public | #5 to this report. I can only say that I do not consider this motion at all_| 
have great cause of complaint as to the manner in which gas is supplied, the | Premature, because if it is seriously entered into it is a very large question, 
uality, and the price. This was fully exemplified before the committee of | #24 it will take a considerable time to mature. 
House of Commons, and though we have one gentleman on this board The motion, as amended, was then put and agreed to. 
| 
Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. | 
| 
| s lAmount Div. 5 | 
wk ° i Amount! Div. 2 Amount, Div. . 
No. \§ s Naz ia j r Price No. = F Names paid per Price No. [5 FY Namez paid * per Price 
sheres! Ze Company per per’ Share Cs ae Conpasr. per my 8 are. Shares| 22 Conran 4 — ; share | 
° . . . Snares; = » . ° 
issued. <q 5, share. Annum | ssued.| 4 8, Share. | Aunu ued. 43 share. |Annum. | 
£ & sd\& sd\ fsa £ £ sd 8 sdl& sa Ps £ sdig sd 8 sa|| 
10 |Anglo-Romano, .|10 0 0/9 0 0) 11to13 | 4000] 50 |Eguitable . . . ./50 00/10 0 0| 74t075 | 12000) 5 |Malta & Medit.(L.)| 5 0 0| 2 100 
20 |Bahia(Limited). ./20 0 0/ 4 0 0} 16 100] 4000) 25| Do.,newshares./25 00/10 0 0| 37 to374J 30000| 5 |Oriental, Caleutta| 5 0 0| 8 0 0) 43 to 5 || 
20} Do., preference .|20 0 0/10 0 0} 27 10 0 | 23406) 10 |European(Lim.) ./10 0 0/10 0 0/124 to 123] 30000) 5 ., new shares./ 0 10 0} 8 00) tog 
20 | Do., do.,redeem.|10 0 0/10 0 0) 12 10 0 | 12000) 10 | Do.,new shares.| 5 0 0/10 0 0} 6} to6j | 10000} 5 |Ottoman (Limited)| 5 0 0| 3to4 
5 |Bombay(Limited).| 5 0 0/£5intr.) 44 to 5 (Boulogne, Amiens, 10000} 10 |Para (Limited) . ./10 0 0)£Gintr.| 94 to 9 
5 | Do., thirdissue.| 4 0 0/£5intr.) 34 to 4 Rouen, Caen, 27000| 20 |Phaniz ..... 2 0 ol10 0 0)26 to 263 |} 
20 |British, Limited .|20 0 0/10 0 0/298 to294 Havre,& Nantes.) 3600}100 | Do.,new. . . .|15 00) 7100) 15 00 || 
Sd e o Hanley, 20000} 10 |Great Central Gas 144000] Sk.| _Do.{capit.profits) 5 00) 80 00 || 
Tunstall & Sheiton Consumers, . .|10 00/10 00) 12§to13] 5000) 20 |Ratchf ..... 20 00,10 0 0) 29 to3l || 
[Potteries), Trow- 5000} 10 |Hong Kong (Lim.)|10 0 0 9 toll 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L).|20 0 0/10 0 0/204 to 214 
ridge,&Holy well.) 26000) 50 |Imperial, old sh,|50 0 0|10 0 0 743 1075] 4138) 5 |Singapore(Lim.) .| 5 00,2 00 | 
1300|100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 |10 0 0]/197to198f 2000} 5 {| Do., preference .| 5 0 6) 7 1090 | 
50 |Chartered .. . .|/50 00/10 0 ola} £0 Sod 7000} 25 Imperial Austrian.|10 0 0 Shanghai... .. } 
S01 DO. 2+ © ost 35 00/10 0 0/424 to429] 28000] 50 |Zmpl. Continentall43 15 0\16 0 0| 94to095 | 4800! 50 |Sth. Metropolitan |50 0 0110 00} 80 to! || 
20 |C.of London, Ash.|20 0 0/10 0 0) 2741028 (Amsterdam, Berlin, 15000} 10 |Surrey Consumers|10 0 0/10 0 0} 13j to 14 
10 | Do., Bshares}10 00) 4 00] 7 to73 Ghent, Hanover, 10000} 10} Do.,new. . . .| 5 0 0/10 00} 6to6t 
10 | Do.,new shares./10 0 0/10 0 0) 13] tol4 Lille, Rotterdam, 9000} 50 |United General. .|50 0 0| 4 12 0| 30to3l 
25 |City of Moseow(L)/12 10 0/£7 intr.| 74 to 84 Aix - la - Chapelle, (Dublin& Limerick) 
Cotental & Geneve Brusscis,, Cologne, 1000¢| 10 | Victoria Docks. . 
25 |Commercial . . 125 0 0j10 0 0| 36 to37 Frankfort-on - M., 3006] 10 | Wandsworth ¢ 
5000) 20 |ContinentalG.&W.| 6 00) 6 00 Haarlem, Stolberg, Putney... .. 10 0 0) 7 10 0) 134 tol4 
20 |Continental Union.}20 0 0| 8 0 0| 17 to18 Toulouse, & Vienna 20000! 10 | Western (Limited} 
20 ee ae ie, ate 00|8 00) 8to9 3000) 40 |Independent . . -|40 00/10 0 0/ 60 to65 Ashares.|10 9 0/10 0 0/14 tol44 
5 |County & Gen.(L)/ 5 00 3000} 10} Do. ..... -/10 00/5 00) 8to9 | 10000! 10] Do., Bshares.| 5 0 0/10 0 0| 83 to9 
5 Do.» preference . 5 00 3000} 20} Do. ..... -{10 0 0] 7 10 0} 11 t013 | 10000, 10| Do., Cshares.| 3 0 0/10 0 0| 5$ tos 
(hy, 'Lee Brians’ 6886) 50 |London ..... 50 00/10 0 O}6a) to Goy 20000} 10 | Do., Dshares.| 1 00 14 to? 
Northfleet, Wal- 5519| 25 | Do., Ist pref. .|25 00) 6 00) 28to29 | 8000] 5|West Ham... .| 5 00) 7 100) 6 10 
ton, & Ware.) 568} 50 | Do., 2nd pref. .|50 00/6 00 6000] 5| Do.,newshares.| 3 @ 0) 7 100) 318 0 
10 stal Pal. Dist.|10 0 0/10 0 0/154 to 15: 219| 50 | Do., 3rd pref. ./50 00/6 00 551) 10 | WestLondon Junc- 
10 ae a ae 1 00/7 00) 1 7 6 fis78iz Do., 1st pref.sk 6 00 tion (Lim.). ./10 00) 6 00 
10} Do., preference ,|10 0 0| 6 0 0/12} to13 §118287' Do., 2nd pref.sk 5 00 520} 10 | Do., preference .|10 00/6 00 













































































































































































STANDARD GASHOLDERS, AND TESTING APPARATUS. 


has proved the superiority of their Improved Dry 
general use than any Meter hitherto manufac- 
spector of Gas-Meters for the City of Man- 
he tested 5707 new Dry Gas-Me‘ers, and only 
Co.’s Improved Dry Gas-Meters stand highest 
extract :— 





Extensive experience, in this country and abroad, 
Gas-Meters, which have come more rapidly into 
tured.—The printed Report of the official In- 
chester, for the year ending 1863, shows that 
5 new Wet Meters; and that George Glover and 
in point of accuracy, as shown in the following 





CLASSES X. & XXXIL 
“‘ George Glover and Co., per centage of error on the number tested, 2°116. 


Thomas Glover PR - - 2°812. 
Croll, Rait, and Co. re st ‘e 5°540. 
Thomas Fletcher ‘ib - - 15°121. 
Joseph Boulton Pe = “o 25°000.” 





Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road (near Pimlico Pier), London, 8.W.; and 
15, Market Street, Manchester. 


THE WELLINGTON TUBE WORKS, 


LIMITED, 


GREAT BRIDGE, WEDNESBURY. 


REGISTERED OFFICES, LONDON OFFICES, 


394, NEW STREET, BIRMINGHAM.|95, GRACECHURCH STREET, E.C. 
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CASTINGS.—Per Ton. GAS COALS.—Per Ton. FREIGHTS. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. Newcastle.—Unscreened :— Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per Ton>— os 
= dni ‘ _ PD ine % Burnhope, East s 
ld in. | 2 in, | 2} in. | 3in | 4in. | Sin. | Gin. | 7in. | 8 in. | 9 in. | 10 in, | 12 in. Lanch sree =, e 
b Pr ® 
1 | 2) | 28 33 5170 89107 126 | 1491771 208 Ib imrose, and South Pelaw ..... 6s.6d $ 
| Yorkshire, oe, Werth Pelton, Redheugh 2 
Retail Prices are 5 to 10 ‘ | | Derbyshire ain, er's Primrose, = 
higher. percent London. | Glasgow. Newcastle} Wales. a J Wear, and Whitwell Primrose .. 6 9 . 9d. oO 
| Staffordshire. Lowestoft and Yarmouth ..,.......++ <eé¢ 
| Craghead, Charlaw, Derwent, Ed- oS eeeenges eerecsece . a 
a) 4a. /fa ale nd! £8 @ mondsley, Eighton Moor, Hartle- oo" ane Se 
Pig Iron, No. 1,G.M.B.....0.0+0-| 3 10 0/2 10 6/2 12 6/3 10 0) 4 0 0 pool Pelaw, Holmside, Lambton’s ee envonesees sail 
14 and 2-inch Socket-pipes.......+. } 10 0\'6 00:6 16 0/6 15 0 7 10 0 Gas, Medomsley, Mickley, New WwW table 
2} and 3-inch ditto ......+.. 17 0016 00\6 5 0|6 10 0) 7 00 Pelaw, New Peiton, Pelaw Main, eymouth a6 
4 and 5-inch ditto ......... +16 10 0/5 1000/5 15 0/6 00 6 10 0 Ravensworth, South Moor Pelton, Foreign.—Per Keel :— 
6 inches and upwards ditto. -}6 50/5 00,5 10 0)5 15 0}; 6 5 O South Leverson, Townley Main, pri se. dpa : 4 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast -/6 0 0 56 & 015 10 0 6 00 Tyne Main, West Pelaw, Wear- e 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto ......... |7 0 0/5 15 0/5 15 O}6 OO} 7 OO mouth Hutton, and Witton....+.. 7 0 7 
Tank-plates, § thick and above..... 6100/5 100 5 100)5 15 0| 6 5 O e 
| | Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- = 
ridge, West Garesfield, and West 8N 
oOo er cccecccesccceccoccors 73 - 27 @ 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, ‘ pe : ss] 
rancepeth, Dean’s Primrose, Pel- -~ 9&8 
Subject to 50 pees Discount. ton, South Peareth, Stella, Ur- 125 8 
ed a ye. Washington Hutton, and -Mbe { 
l €8t LEVETSON «05 esseceeeecees 76 a 
Qin. | 1gin. | 1dim. | lin. | Qin. | din Bs e} 
_——_ Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool),.....++ 17 0 = 
seer ~~ vecenamamonated to 12feet—| s. d. | s. d. | &. ¢ . ¢ | ry ? . ii ¢ ) — 
co recccccscccoces 10 0 
se eeerecerseesestecssseres ee | Scotch Cannel :— 
x ditt, — tothe ensedh: 4 : vay st sojzo/19/1s8s]/10]09 Boqhend (at Eat) 000 cocccovccece 80 0 SUNDRIES. 
| Guuneutine: pieces, or Long Screws...... 3 6 23 20 16 :s ol Kir! p DEBE occ -ccccccccccccccccs 28 6 Best ey ag 1000, £2.10¢.to £2 15 @} 
Bends,Springs,and Elbows(wroughtiron)| 3 9 23 19 10 010 08 Ca ldrae, Ist quality .. 28 6 Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at Wortley), p.1000. 2 ts €; 
Tees, wrought OF CASt....sseee-eeeeeesee 40/26/20 16 . 3 016 Ditto, 2nd ditto........ 18 6 | Ingham's ditto (at Wortley),p.1000.. 2 15@ 
Crosses, ditto 46/30/26 20 16 12 Lesmahago (at Glasgow) 29 0 | Fire-clay Retorts, p. ft. run, .t0 @7¢ 
Iron Cocks 17 6 96 76 46 33 26 Ditto i Granton)...... 30 0 | Tough op a —- eervcccccee 6 66 
| Ditto, with brass plug.....+se.eeseessees 28 0 |16 0 |13 0 7 0 6 6 46 AIMiIStON.,. seceeccreeseerees coe 27 6 English Pig Lead, p. ton ....++..+.+8 2<¢6¢ 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, and | Wengen, seeecereveseceseesesecsoess 20 0 Welsh Bar eeny reg A ty we ton.. 7 6 
13 09 08} 06 0 5 04 a gg dat eaveniat-antrmeaioved 18 0 Foreign Spelter, p.ton .... - wile 
1 0 08 0o7)06 04 03 PIFMle ..ccccccccccercccceoses - Me ee eo. Ll ss oe 
Syphons, 2-quart......+ eosedebaseesncbee 15 0 40 13 6 | i3 0 12 0 — ee s Cannel (at Leith) 25 0 Banca, P. tOM...+e+ee+eseeee oe ve 
| Myles’ Cannel ......cseccseccccsece 21 0 Tarred i Yarn, p. ewt. ee 
Advertisements. 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 





























MANUFACTURERS OF 


TRON TUBES & FITTINGS FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER. 


This Company possesses special facilities for the manufacture and supply of all descriptions of Tubes and Fittings, 
and every article in connexion with Gas-Works. 
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GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 


(LATE CROLL, RAIT, & CO.,) 


Beg to intimate that the printed report of the official inspector of Gas-Meters for the City of Manchester for the year ending 
1864 shows the following comparison :— 
NEW METERS TESTED. 


Of the Gas-Meter Company, Limited. . Dry . . 1116 
Wet . . 1292 

Total. . . . . . « « ——— 2408 

Of George Gloverand Co. . . . . Dry ... . 383 


* The Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meter, in regard to which the following extract from said report refers :—‘‘ The visiting justices will 
perceive, from a comparison of the tables now appended with those of last year (viz., 1863), that there has been a large increase in the number 
of newo wet meters tested, owing to the Gas Committee having substituted the wet for the dry in the case of hired meters.” 





Extract from printed report of the said official inspector for the year ending 1862, shows the following comparison :— 
Croll, Rait, and Co., per centage of error on the number tested. . 8'671 
George Glover and Co. - a” -  »« 7 








ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


| 
19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. | 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction | 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. | 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. | 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 

A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 


post free, 2s. 6d. 
“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.’”"—Anrtizan. 


EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 























ai These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 
Pn are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. | 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 

















Frome, January 20, 1866. 
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Le tA er 
ge as MANAGER or hye - nag ofa 
Gas-'W ork, being a thoroughly practic tter, main 
and service , and thoroughly Soqualated with the 
manufacturing of and meters; or to take the 
Management of the Erection of Works. 

Address, A. B.C., 34, St. Ann’s Road, Burdett Road, 
Bow Common, Lonpon, E. 


[#PERIAL CONTINENTAL GAS 
ASSOCIATION. 

The President and Directors of this Association 
(which lights many of the principal cities and towns 
of France, lb d, and Belgium) intend to 
appoint a SECRETARY. He should possess a tho- 
rough tance with business, and a good know- 
ledge of h and German; should be well able to 





conduct ; should have gentlemanly 
manners; and ld be in every respect highly quali- 
fied for the duties of his office. 

A liberal salary will be given. 

It is that applications and testimonials 
may be not later than the 5th of June to the 


President and Directors of the Imperial Continental | 
Gas Association, 30, Clement’s Lane, LOMBARD 
Street, E.C. 





ABERDARE GAS-WORKS, GLAMORGAN. 


ANTED, a Gas Manager. The 

Directors of this Company will, on the 12th 

day of June, 1866, int a Manager and Clerk for 

their Works at Aber e 

For further information apply to Mr. MorGaN 

WILuiAMs, 42, High Street, ABERDARE, to whom all 
a ‘with testimonials, are to be addressed. 

y or 


‘der. 
Aberdare, May 15, 1866. 





TO MAIN AND SERVICE LAYERS. 


WANTED, by the South Shields Gas 
Company, a good WORKMAN. 
Applicants to state wages, and give good references 
for sobriety, &. W. J. Warner, Engineer. 


ANTED, two good Stokers that | 
can work either brick ovens or clay retorts, | 
and attend to steam ine and exhauster. | 
Also a good Fitter, Main and Service Pipe Layer, 
one accustomed to taking the state of meters. 
None but steady men of good character need apply. 
Apply to the MaNnaGeEr, Gas-Works, ELLAND. 








the 18th of June nex! 1s., 
Will be ——— by ee he t, price ls. 


HE GAS CONSUMER’S GUIDE. 
Illustrated with various cuts. 

Advertisements to be bound therewith will be re- 

ceived until the 10th of June. To be addressed to 

Mr. Ricuarps, 7, Regina Road, Hottoway. 


TENDERS FOR TAR. 
Directors of the Great Central 


Gas Company are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the TAR manufactured at their Works for the year 
ending July 1, 1867. 

Particulars as to quantity and delivery may be ob- 
tained on application to the MaNa@gR, at the Works, 
Bow Common, E. 

Tenders to be sent to the Offices of the Company, 
28, Coleman Street, E.C., om or before Wednesday, 
the 6th of June, 1866. 

May 17, 1866. 


W TED te ee, *.. eet 


inlet and outlet. 
FOR SALE, a STATION-METER in round case, 
with 8-in. inlet and outlet, of Crosley’s make. 
Address, E. C. G., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freet Stxeet, E.C. 











Liverpool United Gaslight Company.—Pursuant to 

Act of Parliament 11th and l2th Vict., c. 38. (1848.) 
Y MR. BRANCH, 

On Friday, the Ist day of June, 1866, at One o’clock in 
the Afternoon, at the Law Association Rooms, Cook 
Street, in Liverpool, subject to the conditions of 
sale which will then be produced, 


UCH a Number of Shares of £25 
each, in the LIVERPOOL UNITED GASLIGHT 
COMPANY, as shall be sufficient by the sale thereof 
to raise the sum of £58,278. 
The shares will be offered in lots of four shares each. 
For further particulars apply to Mr. Henry Steel, 
Manager, Gas Office, Newington; or to Messrs. J. B. 
Lloyd, Garnett, and Lloyd, Solicitors, 54, Castle Street, 
Liverpool. 


T° BE SOLD, a Set of 4 Cast-Iron 
DRY-LIME PURIFIERS, each 7 ft. 3in. b 
with hydraulic 


pnoh a a eo olvi g-crane for th 
cen ve, revi e Tor e covers. 
Tarte Clore ef out perth shelves in each, and 


8-in. connexions. 

The above purifiers are in good condition, and sold 
in consequence of larger having been substituted. 

The Sate Gib Ae Sb ot 0 ew gee 
wi oy condition, a 3-horse TABLE STEAM- 
ENGINE. 


inspected and particulars known 
Compan 


The whole may be 
y’s Office, 


on application to Mr. GirFoRD, Gas 
CAMBRIDGE. 
Feb. 19, 1866. 





R § a Set of 4 Purifiers, 

consisting of 4 boxes, 5 ft. square (inside) and 
2 ft. _ deep; 5-in. a — is a — 
wi t-iron grates to each box, and wrought- 
pete Also a Centre Valve. They are in good con- 
dition, and may be removed at little cost. 

Also 1 Purifier, 6 ft. 2 in. square and 2 fi. 9 in. deep; 
7-in, connexions, wrought-iron cover. This _ 
is nearly new; and further particulars may be known 
on application to JouN Moir, Manager, Gas-Works, 
SHOTLEY BRIDGE. 


OR SALE, a 6-in. Centre Valve, 
complete, nearly new; 2 9-ft. lengths of 12-in. 
Hydraulic Main; 12 3-in. H and Dip Pipes; Hydraulic 
Valve, with 4-in. connexions, for two purifiers; 4 cast- 
iron Columns for 8 ft. deep gashclder. Sold on account 


of enlargement of works, 
Apply to Mr. J. H. Mason, NEwBuey. 


For SALE, an 8-in. Hydraulic Valve 

for working four purifiers—£25. A Purifier, 
8 ft. by 4 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in. deep, covers and sieves—£25. 
Also two Purifiers, 4 ft. by 1 ft. Gin. by 2 ft. deep, 
with two valves, covers, connexions, and lifting appa- 
ratus, complete—£40. At Gro. CuTLER, jun.’s, 8, 
Wharf, Wenlock Road, City Bead, Lonpon. 


May 10, 1866. 














HE MALTA & MEDITERRANEAN 


GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 
NOTICE is hereb: at the ORDINARY 


} given thi 
GENERAL MEETING of the SHAREHOLDERS of 





TO COAL MERCHANTS AND SHIPOWNERS. 


HE Torquay Gas Company are 

desirous of receiving, on or before the 26th of 
May inst., TENDERS for the supply of about 3500 
tons of Waldridge, Pelton, North Pelton, Pelaw Main, 
or Peareth Coal; about 600 tons to be delivered during | 
May, June, and July; 900 tons during August and 
September, and the remainder at the rate of about 400 
tons a month. 

The Company to have the option from time to time 
of taking either of the coals above specified, and also 
of the same being delivered at Torquay or Dartmouth. 

Payments cash for freight on delivery, and by 
two months bill for the coal. | 

Tenders to state the price of the coals and the | 
freight separately and together. 

order, J. Kitson, Secretary. 
Torquay, May 8, 1866. 


B. CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 


SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. | 





The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- | 
rier daaa | 

estimoni: rom ineers who have tested 
their qualities ewentied pany enon | 

_All orders punctually attended to, and estimates | 
given if required. | 
| 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Disc 
GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, 
or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to TWo- 
THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves and Connexions. 
They are simple, strong, and durable; and having no 
—— faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set fast 
,owever long they may remain unmoved. The direc- 
= in which the Gas is passing can also be seen at a 
glance. 

Descriptive Circular, Prices, &c., furnished on appli- 
cation to Mr. E, 8. CaTHEts, Gas-Works, SHREWS- 
BURY, or to the Manufacturers, Messrs. Guest and 
CuRimeEs, ROTHERHAM. 








| fiers, gasholders, pressure-ga > 
| tings, &c., are forwarded on spotless on. 


this Company will be held at the Company’s Offices, 
60, G hurch Street, on SATURDAY, the 2nd of 
June next, at Twelve o’clock —— 

At this Meeting will be presented the Report of the 
Directors (containing their dation of a Divi- 
dend), together with the Balance-Sheet for the twelve 
months ended the 3lst of March last. 

Two Directors (William Nicol, Esq., and John 
Romanes, Esq.) will retire by rotation, and being 
eligible, will offer themselves for re-election. 

A resolution will be submitted sanctionirg the in- 
crease of the number of Directors to seven, and the 
appointment ef Lord Alfred Hervey a Director. 

The Transfer Books wil] be closed from the 28th 
inst. until after the Meeting. 

By order, E. P. RowsELt, Secretary. 

60, Gracechurch Street, London, 

May 16, 1866. 


EDMUND SMITH, 
GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 
would respectfully call the attention of engineers 








| and managers of gas-works to his Newly Improved 


GAS-METER, patented 1862 in England, and the 
principal parts of the Continent. 

Price-lists and tenders for Paget, experimental 
station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
and water fit- 





TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had 
considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sani Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma’ 
be secured for Six Months; or L RS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JoURNAL OF 
Gas LicutTine, &c.) 





ro be Disposed a Station-M ne eter 
—— of passing 30. cubic gas per 

hour. The above is in ex t order, and is sold in 

consequence of substituting a larger one in its stead. 


It may be seen, and particulars obtained of Mr. 
Frinvay, Surrey Consumers Gas Company, RoTHER- 
HITHE. 

May 25, 1866 





TO BUILDING CONTRACTORS. 


HE Directors of the Stockton and 
epee Water-Works Company are 
desirous to receive TENDERS for the erection of cer- 
tain large Engine Buildings, Cooling Ponds, Depositing 
Tanks, Filter Beds, and other constructions. 
wings and specifications may be seen at this 
Office, and at the Office of Mr. Hawksley, C.E., 30, 
Great George Street, Westminster, 8.W., on and after 
Monday, the 28th day of May inst., where bills of 
quantities may be obtained on payment of £1 each. 
Sealed tenders, addressed to the Directors, must be 
delivered on or before Monday, the llth day of June 
next; but the Directors do not pledge themselves to 
accept the lowest or other offer. 
By order, Twos. HALL, Secretary. 
Stockton and Middlesbrough Water- 
Works Office, Central Buildings, 
Darlington, May 16, 1866. 





TO ITRONFOUNDERS. 


[THE Directors of the Torquay Gas 

Company are to receive TENDERS 

for the supply of about yards of 15-in. cast-iron 

Socket-Pipes, either in 9 or 12 ft. lengths, to be deli- 

—— * the Torquay Railway Station or Harbour free 
all charge. 

The specifications may be seen and - further in- 
formation obtained from Mr. Greenfield, the Com- 
pany’s Manager, Hollacombe, Paignton; and the ten- 
ders are to be sent to the undersigned on or before the 
3lst inst. J. Kitson, Secretary. 


Torquay, May 14, 1866. 


RECIPITATED OXIDE OF IRON, 


d by the p as patented by Mr. HILLs, 
Manufactured by 
ARTHUR WARNER, 
17, Laurence Pountngey Lang, Lonpon, E.C, 








reer 





LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 























| 
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DRATED OXIDE of mon} WALKERS za GAS-VALVES. 








constantly on Sale. Apply to 












TOWN MAIN 
PRESSURE GAUCE 





EONI’S Patent Adamas 

GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
| alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
|tures. Uniformity in the consumption of 
gas is obtained by the process of manufac- 
ture, which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- = 
cisely similar in pattern, 


Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 


Patentee and Sole Manufacturer, S. LEont, 34, St. 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 


, SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 


























CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 
Made to suit every Description of Fittings. 
Section of Valve open, 





TUBE FROM OUTLET 
MAIN TOTOWN TO 





Manufacturers of A—Aboveground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved Indicator, to show when open and shut. 
WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, RE oe — — ~ o— - mene pa. made with or without an Indicator. 
SLUICE-VALVES STOP-COCKS, —Intern: ck-Valve, with wrought-iron Pinions and machine-cut Teeth. 
“atest D—Ordinary Rack and Pinion-Valve, with strong, undamageable Racks and Pinions—made as shown, 





STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, or xed up for Street-Mains. 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &c. E—Regulating Indicating Column and Valve, for governing the supply of Gas to the Town. 
PATENT MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS. LITTLE SUTTON STREET, LONDON, EC. 





<r. PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO,, 


bad/ 206, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 








This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 
Reference is nny | permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, on pronounce it 
the best Paint known for their purposes. 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cwt., as compared 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 








CLIFFS PATENT 


Established La ines ron) 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES. 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 
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GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 


R. JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 


Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas-Works, 
Water-Works, and other Engineering questions. 

Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Repaired, or taken on Lease for a term of years. 

Mr. Romans is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 
High-Classed Scottish Cannel 1Coal andFire-Clay Goods. 


RASER’S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 
IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury. Portsea, Nottingham, 
Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ria- 
borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
Donnington, Kegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 








Apply to Mr. A. C. Fraser, Gas-Works, 
COLCHESTER. 
XIDE OF IRON, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 


For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 


wiusan STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO, 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 








FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 








GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts euwltered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
maces, &c. 





“shipments on the shortest notice. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e 


. &e. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 








WILLINGTON QUAY, 


NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 





ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Figg CLAY AND Brick Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esy. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D's, 1612, 15x14, 20% 16, 16 18. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 


All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 








Also, 
INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns. 


WASHERS for Gas and StTzam Joints. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzAM-ENGINES, 

PACKING (Roll or Sheet) for STEAM-ENGINES, 

STRAPS (Rubber and Canvas) for Driving Ma- 
CHINERY. 

HOSE-PIPES to convey Hot or CoLp WarTER. 

COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 

GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 

| SUCTION and DELIVERY HOSE-PIPES for 

Pumps, Fing-ENGINES, BREWERIRS, and Factory 


|} purposes, 
| BRASS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 


UNION CONNECTING-JoINTS fitted to ditto, 
Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
. Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 


| (GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD, 





LONDON, E.C. 








DDISON POTTER, 








THE MEDAL FOR 1862, 


Trade Mark. 
i) Tux ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awanpxp 
ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WanrgHouse—8l, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


Ww. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5&.E. 


Socket, Franek, HotT-WaTER PIPES, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retrorts, HYDRAULIC Main, LamMp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
Incs aNp WrouGnt-IroN-WorK For Gas AND 
WaTeR-WorKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


BIzILEY IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
. DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 

Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perx1ns, 78, Lombard 


Street. 
J SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 
@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the 7 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can _ be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 
Communications, addreessed to J. Suaa@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 











BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 





ESTABLISHED 1827. 


jou BEVERLEY and SON, 
MARK LANE, LEEDS. 

Manufacturers of Patent Metallic Wet Gas-Meters, 
Station- Meters, Experiment- Meters, Governors, 
Pressure-Gauges, Syphon-Pumps, &c. 

Inventors and sole manufacturers of Beverley’s 
double-cased Gas Cooking Apparatus, unequalled in 
economy, comfort, and clean!iness. 

Meters of any maker altered and put into complete 
repair, to meet the requirements of the Sale of Gas Act 





OBERT MACLAREN and CO. 


EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


BEST AND HOBSON, 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 
100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 


CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock s 
&c., &e. 

Also, 

PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 

For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Copper, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES. 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 


ALFRED PENNY; Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WeENLock IRoN Works, 

21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorte and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 














FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER, 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-W orks. 
Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 





GAS COAL. 


ESSRS, RICHARD EVANS & CO., 


Haydock Collieries, near St. Helen's, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
panies on favourable terms. 

This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdo 
It produces 9,400 cubic feet 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton. 


(208S-BARS with square Thread 


Screws, double-faced full-way Valves, wrought- 
iron Retort-Lids, coke and main-layer’s Smelting- 
Barrows, with all other Gas Apparatus, manufactured 
by Wa. RICHARDSON and Son, Charles Henry Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FPIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 

Derér for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


m. 
of 17-candle power, and 











| MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORK 


Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 





_ JAMES MILNE & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, GAS-METER, GAS APPARATUS, AND 
GASFITTINGS MANUFACTURERS, 
EDINBURGH, 


| & 2, KING EDWARD STREET, NEWGATE 


STREET, LONDON. 





Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas 
Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every de- 


| scription of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 








W. and H. SIMMONDS, 
RETORT-SETTERS, 
7R, SouTH Street, New Nortu Roap, Istixeton, N. 
W. and H. Simmonds having had long experience in 
retort-setting and the erection of tar-furnaces, beg to 
inform Directors and Managers of gas-works that they 
undertake to set or repair Retorts, and find labour and 
materials or labour only, on the most reasonable terms. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the publis, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socke and Flange Pipes, Pends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


&c., &e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CHARLES Horstey, Agent. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 

WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDE 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


J. STRACHAN, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 

Having had many years experience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 
begs to offer his services to Gas ne Corpora- 

tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonable terms. 
Contracts taken for laying mains, general repairs, 
and extension of gas-works. 














| 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET,’ 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


WATER AND GAS PIPES, : 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHG@NIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 




















KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD on MO 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority.of their Retorts, whien are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IX FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 


Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, | 
FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


A teem Ww. Cc. HOLMES & CQ. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pians, Specirications, and Priczs of GAS APPARATUS; 
Prans, Srecirications, and Estimartss of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Prans of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Prans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 























LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfeld. 








WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 











W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 


beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FR 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 


Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 


OM 














N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


————— 


—_——— 
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TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
3 Cry sta] Cc NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 


J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 
Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULBS, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 











J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medisval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 
Vestibule-Lights, + eer and Gilt Statuettes. 

Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 


The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. per dozen. FPatiern- 
Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal o hee Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now complete. 


: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 
The CRYSTAL CEILING, wal "Tentating A pale eomgparene’ by J. Defries and Sons for 
tran 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 


Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


QauUEEN’S DOCK, HULtI, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of||’ 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 
References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 


Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 




















TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 


Price list and terms on application. 








Established 1830. 


N. DEFRIES’S 


PATENT 
DRY GAS-METERS, 


with 
ROTARY VALVE, 


still maintain their high standing for 


Manufacture, Correctness of Registration, 
Durability, & Steadiness of Light. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, 
TEST GASHOLDERS, 


AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 


~ Wosms: DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, 
LONDON, N.W. 





eo 



































ETNA ee 
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\“@00D CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 


parpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 


|WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manaeine Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuitine ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 











Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 


of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
' STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 





STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 








for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 

AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c. 


“ANALYSIS OF GAS FOR PRACTICAL MEN,” 


New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘ Gas-Meter Testing under Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25 Stamps. 


RK LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 
anp aT SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 














STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 

HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS, 
GASHOLDERS; 

GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &e; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES, 

Contractors for Gas- Works of any Magmtude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Metérs from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
bemg duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 




















Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s- 


ee — 
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